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 St. Barbara’s Primary School

November 2025
               Welcome to St. Barbara’s November Newsletter!
INSET Day

Monday 17th November is an INSET day and children do not attend school. The school will re-open to children on Tuesday 18th November at 9.00am.
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Parent Appointments

Parent appointments will take place on Thursday 20th November. 
Primary 5 – Mr Quinn’s Class
Mr Quinn will NOT be able to hold Parent Appointments on 20th November. Parents will be able to book a telephone appointment on the afternoons of Tuesday 25th and Wednesday 26th November.
Parents/Carers will receive information via the Groupcall system to enable you to make an appointment. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school office should you experience any difficulty in making an appointment, thank you. 
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Health and Wellbeing
Anti-Bullying Week beginning 10th November 2025
Cyberbullying, Internet and Social Media Platforms
We have invited an Officer from Police Scotland’s Partnerships and preventions Team to come to the school next week to speak to the older children about social media, cyberbullying, apps and websites. 
Many of the children have access to social media and to the internet in general; while WIFI settings can be adapted at home to ensure appropriate access, this is not possible outwith the house.

The Police Officer has also provided a very detailed guide to websites, apps etc. for parents/carers. 
Please take the time to read this – it gives an insight to a great many sites accessed by the children e.g. Roblox, WhatsApp etc. – and it tells you who can access these and the possible dangers linked to them.
The guidance will be sent via Groupcall separately.
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        Wednesday 12th November
Odd Socks Day The theme for Anti-Bullying Week this year is ‘Power for Good.’ Everyone is encouraged to think about the meaning of POWER and how it can be used as a force for good.
Once again we are celebrating Odd Socks Day to celebrate that our uniqueness is what makes us different and valued. 
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Everyone is welcome to wear odd socks on Monday 10th (the official day) but we would ask everyone to also wear them on Wednesday 12th which is when we’ll be celebrating in school.

Send us your pictures from home – pet pics are welcome too!

All of the children will be involved in activities during anti-bullying week this year. It is important to maintain a focus on bullying and the impact that bullying can have on individuals and families.

Please see the Five Point Plan, created by the children below:

The Five Point Plan

1. Be brave – they’re weak!

2. Don’t be silent!
3. Use your head – be smart and tell a teacher.
4. Be a friend – don’t stand by and watch.
5. In the end forgive and forget.
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Catholic Education Weeks: Pilgrims of Faith

16th – 30th November 2025
Theme: Pilgrims of Hope

“The beauty of the Christian faith lies not in its theological explanations but in the lives of people who dedicate themselves to prayer, charity and sharing the Gospel…Be discoverers of beauty, seekers of the treasures of faith…because faith cannot remain a memory of the past, something ‘museum-like.’ No, it always lives again in the joy of the Gospel, in the community made up of people, in the assembly of those who experience mercy and recognize themselves as brothers and sisters loved by God by grace…

Always remember: the witness of life communicates the beauty of faith,”

Pope Francis

All classes will be participating in Catholic Education fortnight in school with additional opportunities across the cluster.
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Primary 6: Pope Francis Faith Award
Once again the school will be participating in the Pope Francis Faith Award programme. 
All of the children will be enrolled in the Award programme during Primary 6 and the Award will be presented to those who have completed the programme during the course of Primary 7. 
To launch Catholic Education Fortnight, the Primary 6 children will lead Mass on Tuesday 25th November when we will enroll them children in the Pope Francis Faith Award programme. The programme is designed to help children to show “signs of love” in their daily lives towards others and to be active members of their local Church. As Pope Francis said:

How beautiful it would be if each of you, every evening, could say: 

“Today at school, at home, at work, guided by God, I showed a sign of love towards one of my friends, my parents, an older person!” 
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After Mass parents/carers of the P.6 children you are very welcome to join us for coffee and cake in the school hall to celebrate.
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Scottish Book Week: W/B 17th November
The theme is FRIENDSHIP
[image: image15.wmf]All children will enjoy a wide variety of activities linked to Scottish Book Week. The focus is on both oral and written Scottish stories told from generation to generation. 

As homework that week you will be asked to reflect on stories you heard as a child and pass them on at bedtime to your children as we’ll be talking about them too!

Children in Primaries 1, 2 and 3 will receive a Book Bag from the Scottish Book Trust during the week.

In school our children’s Literacy Leaders will work with all classes to organize a Scottish Book Week writing competition. 
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OLHS TRANSITION: Cluster Maths Competition
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The annual Cluster Maths Competition will take place on Friday 28th November in the high school.
All cluster primary schools send two teams of P.7 children to compete for the cluster shield. Fingers crossed!

Childsmile – Change of Date!
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The Childsmile team will now visit the school on Tuesday 16th December 2025 (not Wednesday 10th December which was on the letter) for children in Primary 1 – Primary 4. 
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            PTA Christmas Coffee Morning
                Saturday 29th November
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                   10.30am – 12.30pm

PTA/School Fundraising Appeal

Bottle Tombola

The PTA have a bottle tombola stall at the coffee morning each year and they are asking for donations of bottles for the event. 

Bottles can be sent into the school from Monday 10th November and we will pass them to the PTA.

Christmas Raffle

This year we are creating colour-themed hampers for the Christmas raffle. We would be very grateful for donations for the hampers with the following colours:

	Class
	Colour

	Primary 1
	Green

	Primary 2/1
	Blue

	Primary 3
	Yellow

	Primary 4
	Pink

	Primary 5
	Red

	Primary 5/6
	Orange

	Primary 6/7
	Purple

	Primary 7
	White, Silver and Gold


Hamper donations can be sent in from Monday 10th November, thank you.

Christmas Lunch
Christmas lunch will be served in the cafeteria on Tuesday 3rd December. 

Christmas jumpers or something Christmassy can be worn on that day!
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Order forms will be sent from the cafeteria in due course via a Groupcall link.

Please note: the children in P.1 – P.5 do not pay for Christmas lunch.
However, we need order forms for them to facilitate catering arrangements.
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Festive Menu
A choice between:

Turkey with all the trimmings

Steak Pie

Vegetarian/Vegan Nuggets
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Christmas Activities    
Wear Something Christmassy-to-School Days

In recent years we have had several days in the run-up towards Christmas when uniform can be substituted for Christmas attire. Some children choose to wear Christmas jumpers, others festive colours, a Santa hat or a Christmas decoration – hair bobble or headgear – along with their P.E. Uniform.
On each occasion we are asking for a small donation as part of our fundraising campaign. This funding will enable the school to pay for Christmas treats etc.
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Please note: No football colours are permitted.

The dates for wearing something Christmassy are:

· Wednesday 3rd December

· All Week Monday 8th – Friday 12th December
· Thursday 18th December (School closes at 2.30pm)
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Sponsored Santa Dash

We’re going to have a sponsored Santa Dash w/b 8th December on the new MUGA! All money raised will go to school funds. We’re aiming for Monday or Tuesday but it will depend on the weather. Sponsor forms will be sent home nearer the time.
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Christmas Nativity Play

The Primary 1 – 3 Nativity will take place on Wednesday 10th December at 1.30pm and on Thursday 11th December at 9.45am.

Further information including ticket options will be issued in due course
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Christmas Parties
These will take place on Friday 12th December.
Children can wear their party clothes to school on the day; however please ensure that your child has suitable footwear and a waterproof jacket for outdoor intervals. Thank you.
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Pantomime: Pinocchio

Geez A Break Productions will visit the school on the afternoon of Tuesday 16th December with their production of Pinocchio for all classes. 
Thursday 18th December
On Thursday 18th December the children will attend Mass in the church at 10am.
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Happy Birthday


Darcy Fagan   Sarah Grace Wardrop     Matthew Goold     Eilidh McGlinchey

Gracelyn Eadie     Charlie Hand     Aaleyah Ali     Eva Elliott

                                                       

Diary Dates: November                                               
W/B 10th November                    Anti-Bullying Week

17th November                            INSET Day: children do NOT attend school

17th November                            Catholic Education Fortnight

W/B 17th November                    Scottish Book Week

25th November                            10am Mass/launch of the Pope Francis Faith Award

28th November                            Cluster P.7 Maths Challenge
29th November                           PTA Christmas Coffee Morning in the school hall 

30th November                            First Sunday of Advent


December Preview
Wednesday 3rd                                 Christmas Lunch and Wear something 
                                       Christmassy to school day
Thursday 4th                                    Feast of St. Barbara: Mass at 10am
W/B Monday 8th                     Wear something Christmassy to school WEEK

W/B 8th                              Sponsored Santa Dash
Tuesday 10th                                     Nativity (Afternoon)
Thursday 11th                                    Nativity (Morning)
Friday 12th                                                 Christmas Parties       
Tuesday 16th                                      Childsmile (P.1 – P.4)
Tuesday 16th                                      Pantomime

Thursday 18th                        Wear something Christmassy to school day
Thursday 18th                                     Mass at 9.30am
Thursday 18th                                     School closes at 2.30pm

January Preview
Monday 5th                                          School re-opens at 9am



FAITH: Friendly, Active, Inspiring, Teamwork, Helpful


