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       January 2025
               Happy New Year and welcome to St. Barbara’s January Newsletter!
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              St. Barbara’s Primary School

           Enrolment 2025/2026
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Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1 March 2025 and 28 February 2026 should be registered for education during the week commencing Monday 13 January 2025.

Each child's birth certificate and proof of address in the form of the current council tax bill must be produced.

A Baptismal Certificate should be produced where applicable.

The dates and times for enrolment at St. Barbara’s are:

Monday 13th January: 2pm – 5pm

Tuesday 14th January: 9.15am – 11am

  Wednesday 15th January: 2pm – 5pm
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School Transport
At this time of the year many people are thinking about transition to high school or transition from early years to Primary 1. If you have child in either category or you have moved house where distance from school will enable you to apply for transport for your child, please use the links below to make your application now.
Please note: Paper copies are no longer available.
To find out more about school transport and to apply for a school bus place, please use the links below:
Free School Transport:
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-transport/free-school-transport
Privilege School Transport:

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/school-transport/privilege-school-transport
For any queries in respect of school transport, please email: 

 MainstreamTransport@northlan.gov.uk
Primary 7 Transition to High School – August 2025
Transition packs will be issued this week to all parents/carers of children in Primary 7. 
Please complete and return the relevant paperwork to St. Barbara’s as indicated in the pack.

Please remember to apply online for transport using the links provided above. Paper copies are no longer available, thank you.

Primary 6 (6/5 Class): OLHS Transition Programme
A group of S6 pupils from OLHS will return to work with the P.6/5 class this term (P.6 last term) as part of the high school’s Health and Wellbeing transition programme. This will be a P.E. slot which will take place on Mondays, beginning Monday 13th January for five weeks. Consequently, the P.6/5 class will have P.E. on Mondays and until the block ends.
A HWB morning will take place on Thursday 20th February for the Primary 6 children from St. Barbara’s and St. Joseph’s in OLHS. Further details will follow.
Smartphones/Smart Watches etc.

Some children have begun to wear smart watches and bringing phones to school and it is likely that more children received these as Christmas presents. 

Smart watches have the facility to take pictures, record conversations, take video footage etc. It is also possible to send messages and make calls. 

Just before the Christmas break, we had an incident where a child took photographs on a smart device in addition to video footage within the classroom. We also had an incident where another child was messaging someone while in class via a smart watch.

If children have smart devices in school these must be switched off when entering the school grounds and must remain off until children have exited the school grounds at the end of the day. Please ensure that your child understands how to use the on/off facility on the device.

Please note that we do not carry insurance for any loss and/or damage to phones/watches etc. Thank you for your co-operation in this matter.
Many children are using social media platforms even when the minimum age is given as thirteen. As you can imagine, this can cause problems outwith school which can then continue within school – leading to arguments/fallouts etc.

Staff spend a considerable amount of time reminding children that written posts/messages etc. can be interpreted very differently to comments made during day-to-day conversations when the listener is aware of tone and/or expressions. 
Please be vigilant and check your child’s phone regularly.
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           Safer Internet Day 2025
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During the month of February the focus will be on internet safety, on the appropriate/inappropriate use of social media and on identifying adults who can help if things go wrong.
The theme for Safer Internet Day this year is: Too good to be true?
Protecting yourself and others from scams online.

More information will be available nearer the time.
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Saturday 25th January marks the celebration of Robbie Burns.
Children can wear something tartan on 24th January if they choose.
There will be a special menu in the cafeteria on Friday 24th January.
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Great news!

 We are going to have a MUGA (Multi-use Games Area) pitch installed in the school. The children have been asked to give their suggestions, some of which will be incorporated into the final design. Representatives from NLC will visit the school on Tuesday 14th January to meet with a focus group of children to discuss the plans.

You will be updated once we have more information!

New Year Reminders
Water Bottles

Please ensure that your child brings a water bottle to school. Only water is permitted in these. 

Fizzy Drinks

We discourage these in school and try to promote healthier alternatives.

Nuts/Latex 
As several of our children have severe allergies, St. Barbara’s is a LATEX and NUT FREE ZONE!
Diary Dates: January
W/B 13th January              Infant Registration
                             Monday: 2pm – 5pm; Tuesday: 9,15am – 11am; Wednesday: 2pm – 5pm

20th January                       Flu Catch-up
24th January (Friday)        Burns Celebration - Special Menu; tartan can be worn to school.
27th January                       Parent Council – 7pm
February Preview

4th  February                         Mass at 10am                                    

11th February                        Safer Internet Day

11th February                        Valentine Disco (PTA)
17th/18th February              Holiday
19th February                      INSET Day: children do not attend school
Thursday 20th February         School re-opens at 9am
20th February                         P.6 children in OLHS for a HWB morning
                  Happy Birthday   
Liam Greenway   Leon Konecki   Alfie Smith   Khadija Jaffri     Oliver McGarvey     Liliana O’Hare

Olivia Collins    Brooke Connell   Laiken Cruickshanks   Luca Cruickshanks   Lola Rodgers

Vidhi Sharma   Frankie Smith   Lucas Snell   Autumn Campbell   Quinn McDougall   

Arran Hammerton    Aria-Rose Lee   Idrees Talib   



         FAITH: Friendly, Active, Inspiring, Teamwork, Helpful


