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 St. Barbara’s Primary School

November 2024
               Welcome to St. Barbara’s November Newsletter!
INSET Day
Monday 18th November is an INSET day and children do not attend school. The school will re-open to children on Tuesday 19th November at 9.00am.
Parent Appointments

Parent appointments will take place on Thursday 21st November. You will receive information via the Groupcall system to enable you to make an appointment. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school office should you experience any difficulty in making an appointment, thank you. 
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  Health and Wellbeing: Anti-Bullying Week: 11th November 2024 
                        Wednesday 13th November
Odd Socks Day!
This year we are celebrating Odd Socks Day to celebrate that our uniqueness is what makes us different and we should ‘Choose Respect.’ 

[image: image4.wmf]Everyone is welcome to wear odd socks on Tuesday 12th (the official day) but we would ask everyone to also wear them on Wednesday 13th which is when we’ll be celebrating in school.

Send us your pictures from home – pet pics are welcome too!

All of the children will be involved in activities during anti-bullying week this year. It is important to maintain a focus on bullying and the impact that bullying can have on individuals and families.
Please see the Five Point Plan, created by the children below:

The Five Point Plan

1. Be brave – they’re weak!

2. Don’t be silent!
3. Use your head – be smart and tell a teacher.
4. Be a friend – don’t stand by and watch.
5. In the end forgive and forget.
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Catholic Education Weeks: Pilgrims of Faith
16th – 30th November 2024
Theme: Pilgrims of Hope
“The beauty of the Christian faith lies not in its theological explanations but in the lives of people who dedicate themselves to prayer, charity and sharing the Gospel…Be discoverers of beauty, seekers of the treasures of faith…because faith cannot remain a memory of the past, something ‘museum-like.’ No, it always lives again in the joy of the Gospel, in the community made up of people, in the assembly of those who experience mercy and recognize themselves as brothers and sisters loved by God by grace…

Always remember: the witness of life communicates the beauty of faith,”

Pope Francis
All classes will be participating in Catholic Education fortnight in school with additional opportunities across the cluster.
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Primary 6: Pope Francis Faith Award
Once again the school will be participating in the Pope Francis Faith Award programme. 
All of the children will be enrolled in the Award programme during Primary 6 and the Award will be presented to those who have completed the programme during the course of Primary 7. 
To launch Catholic Education Fortnight, the Primary 6 children will attend Mass on Thursday 28th November when we will enroll them children in the Pope Francis Faith Award programme. The programme is designed to help children to show “signs of love” in their daily lives towards others and to be active members of their local Church. As Pope Francis said:

How beautiful it would be if each of you, every evening, could say: 

“Today at school, at home, at work, guided by God, I showed a sign of love towards one of my friends, my parents, an older person!”  
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After Mass you are very welcome to attend Mass and join us for coffee and cake in the school hall to celebrate.
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Scottish Book Week: W/B 18th November
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All children will enjoy a wide variety of activities linked to Scottish Book Week. The focus is on both oral and written Scottish stories told from generation to generation. 

As homework that week you will be asked to reflect on stories you heard as a child and pass them on at bedtime to your children as we’ll be talking about them too!

Children in Primaries 1, 2 and 3 will receive a Book Bag from the Scottish Book Trust shortly.

In school our children’s Literacy Leaders will work with all classes to organize a Scottish Book Week writing competition. The theme is HOPE. They will be asked to write a short, story about an adventure using exactly fifty words! 
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The Literacy Leaders will publish the winning stories from each class for you to enjoy…good luck!
FLU Immunisation

This will take place on Friday 22nd November 2024.

Childsmile
Childsmile will visit P.1 – P.4 on 14th November. 

Pitch Shoes

A gentle reminder that children in Primaries 4 – 7 need to have a separate pair of shoes/wellies for the pitch. This preserves school shoes and it protects the floor coverings indoors, thank you.
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            PTA Christmas Coffee Morning
                Saturday 30th November
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                   10.30am – 12.30pm

PTA/School Fundraising Appeal

Bottle Tombola

The PTA have a bottle tombola stall at the coffee morning each year and they are asking for donations of bottles for the event. 

Bottles can be sent into the school from Monday 11th November and we will pass them to the PTA.

Christmas Raffle

This year we are creating colour-themed hampers for the Christmas raffle. We would be very grateful for donations for the hampers with the following colours:

	Class
	Colour

	Primary 1
	Green

	Primary 2
	Blue

	Primary 3
	Yellow

	Primary 4
	Pink

	Primary 4/5
	Red

	Primary 5/6
	Orange

	Primary 6
	Purple

	Primary 7
	Silver and Gold


Christmas Lunch
Christmas lunch will be served in the cafeteria on Tuesday 10th December. 

Christmas jumpers or something Christmassy can be worn on that day!
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Order forms will be sent from the cafeteria in due course via a Groupcall link.

Please note: the children in P.1 – P.5 do not pay for Christmas lunch. However, we need order forms for them to facilitate catering arrangements.
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Christmas Nativity 

Nativity 

[image: image17.wmf]The Primary 1 – 3 Nativity will take place on Thursday 12th December at 1.30pm and on Friday 13th December at 9.45am.

Further information will be issued in due course.
Christmas Activities
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Wear Something Christmassy-to-School Days
In recent years we have had several days in the run-up towards Christmas when uniform can be substituted for Christmas attire. Some children choose to wear Christmas jumpers, others festive colours, a Santa hat or a Christmas decoration – hair bobble or headgear. 
On each occasion we are asking for a small donation as part of our fundraising campaign. This funding will enable the school to pay for Christmas treats etc.
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Please note: No football colours are permitted.

The dates for wearing something Christmassy are:

· Friday 6th December
· All week – Monday 9th December – Friday 13th December (Christmas lunch is on Tuesday; official Christmas Jumper Day is Thursday and children usually wear something Christmassy each Friday in December)
· Friday 20th December (School closes at 2.30pm)
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Christmas Parties
These will take place on Wednesday 18th December.
Children can wear their party clothes to school on the day; however please ensure that your child has suitable footwear and a waterproof jacket for outdoor intervals. Thank you.
Happy Birthday
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Darcy Fagan   Sarah Grace Daly     Matthew Goold     Eilidh McGlinchey

Gracelyn Eadie     Charlie Hand     Aaleyah Ali     Eva Elliott
                                                       Anna Dungavell      Erin Fagan     
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Diary Dates: November                                               
18th November                            INSET Day: children do NOT attend school

W/B 18th November                    Scottish Book Week

W/B 11th November                    Anti-Bullying Week

14th November                            Childsmile (P.1-P.4)

16th November                            Catholic Education Fortnight
25th November                            Parent Council and PTA from 7pm

28th November                            10am Mass/launch of the Pope Francis Faith Award followed 

                                                   by coffee in the school hall

30th November                           PTA Christmas Coffee Morning in the school hall 

December Preview
Sunday 1st                                        First Sunday of Advent

Wednesday 4th                                 Feast of St. Barbara: Mass at 10am
Friday 6th                            Wear something Christmassy to school day
W/B Monday 9th                     Wear something Christmassy to school WEEK

Tuesday 10th                                     Christmas Lunch
Thursday 12th                                    Nativity (Afternoon)
Friday 13th                                         Nativity (Morning)
Friday 20th                           Wear something Christmassy to school day
Friday 20th                                         Mass at 9.30am
Friday 20th                                         School closes at 2.30pm





FAITH: Friendly, Active, Inspiring, Teamwork, Helpful


