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December 2020
Welcome to St. Barbara’s December Newsletter
Feast of St. Barbara: Friday 4th December 2020
Feast of St. Barbara
St. Barbara’s feast day is on Friday 4th December which is also the first Friday of the month. All of the classes will join the live streaming of Mass at 10am on Church TV.

Reporting to Parents
Reporting to parents will take place next week. Parents of children in P.1 – P.4 will receive a phone call on Monday 7th or Wednesday 9th while parents of children in P. 5 - P.7 will take place on Tuesday 8th and Thursday 10th.  Please email the address provided if you have not already done so, thank you.
[image: image3.wmf]Christmas Celebrations, Information and ‘Wear-something-Christmassy-to School-Days’
Christmas Parties

These will take place on Monday 7th December. 
Children can wear something 'Christmassy' to school for the parties so they do not need to wear uniform on the above date. They can wear something with a Christmas theme: a jumper, Santa hat, tinsel etc. 

Children can come to school in their party clothes.  

If children are wearing party clothes to school, please ensure that they have suitable jackets and outdoor shoes etc. for interval and lunch breaks. Thank you.
This year the parties will take place in each class as opposed to discos in the hall.
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St. Barbara’s is a NUT-FREE ZONE

Christmas Lunch
This will take place on Wednesday 9th December. Children can wear something 'Christmassy' to school that day too. 

Christmas Presents and Cards
Over many years parents and children have been very generous in sending gifts to all of the staff. While we are very grateful to you for your generosity, I would kindly ask you to make a small donation to a favourite charity or to a food bank instead this year.
The staff usually give gifts to children too; this year we are going to select a charity and make a donation to it on behalf of everyone too.

In order to reduce the risk of cross-contamination, children will not be able to bring cards or presents to exchange with their friends in school either.
However, Santa (with a little help from the PTA) has not forgotten all of the super children in St. Barbara's and a little something might find its way home, having been suitably quarantined in school first following the Christmas parties!
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‘Wear-something-Christmassy-to School-Days’

· Monday 7th December
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Wednesday 9th December

· Friday 11th December

· Friday 18th December

· Monday 21st December

· Tuesday 22nd December


The children do not need to wear uniform on the above dates. They can wear something with a Christmas theme: a jumper, Santa hat, tinsel etc. 

As usual, no football colours are permitted.
Primary 7: Outdoor Activity Week
The Primary 7 children will visit Strathclyde Park W/B 14th December for an outdoor activity week. Please ensure that you return all consent forms to the school as quickly as possible, please. Thank you.

Flu Vaccination

The vaccination team will return to the school on 17th December to vaccinate those children already on their list who missed out last time.
School Christmas Holidays
School will close at 2.30pm on Tuesday 22nd December 2020 for Christmas. It will re-open at 9am on Wednesday 6th January 2021. 
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On behalf of all of our staff, I would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.
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Diary Dates
December

4th          10am First Friday Mass: Feast of St. Barbara

7th           Class Christmas Parties (Non-uniform)
9th           Christmas Lunch (Non-uniform)
11th          ‘Wear-something-Christmassy-to School-Day’
18th          ‘Wear-something-Christmassy-to School-Day’
21st/22nd     ‘Wear-something-Christmassy-to School-Days’
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22nd            School Closes: 2.30pm   
January 2021 
 6th        School re-opens: 9am
    Happy Birthday
    Eva Elliott    Anna Dungavell    Zainab Rehman   Erin Fagan     Emelia Hammerton   Aiden McDonald     Anna McGrory      Alessio Crolla     Amelia Nicholson    Jake Mcgeachy   

 Rachael Cushley       Aizah Ali    Preet Kaur     Olivia Devine     Aidan Harris                           
[image: image12.wmf]         Daniel Coyle-Connor   Lucas Collins      Michael Murray     Jessica Oliphant                
                    Rebecca Woodhouse         

James Corey    Matthew Webb   Jaxon Carey    Jessica Wilkin   Deri Duffy   
    Reece Edwards   Abbie Hinds    Charlie Hinds    Jude McAdam    Fraser McGeever
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                           Kai Traill- Maxwell   Michael McManus   Sheena Murray
Mairead Shaw      Olly McGill     Ethan Young

Niamh Doherty     Harry Coyle-Connor    Katie McGuigan   
Christmas: Did you know?
Did you know that Santa Claus travels at 650 miles per second, or 3,000 times the speed of sound?
The Germans made the first artificial Christmas trees out of dyed goose feathers.

The “true love” mentioned in the song “Twelve Days of Christmas” does not refer to a romantic couple, but the Catholic Church’s code for God. The person who receives the gifts represents someone who has accepted that code. For example, the “partridge in a pear tree” represents Christ. The “two turtledoves” represent the Old and New Testaments.

Bolivians celebrate Misa del Gallo or “Mass of the Rooster” on Christmas Eve. Some people bring roosters to the midnight Mass, a gesture that symbolizes the belief that a rooster was the first animal to announce the birth of Jesus.

It is estimated that the single “White Christmas” by Irving Berlin is the best selling single of all time, with over 100 million sales worldwide.

In Germany, Heiligabend, or Christmas Eve, is said to be a magical time when the pure in heart can hear animals talking.

The world’s largest Christmas present was the Statue of Liberty. The French gave it to the US in 1886. It is 46.5 meters high and weighs 225 tons!

Traditional Christmas Sweets

· FRANCE: Buche de Noel (a Génoise or other sponge cake, baked in a large Swiss roll pan) 

· USA: Pumpkin Pie (with cinnamon and ginger, frosted with cream cheese frosting) 

· SPAIN: Nougat (made with sugar or honey, roasted nuts) 

· HUNGARY: Beigli (roll of sweet yeast bread with a dense, rich, bittersweet filling) 

· ITALY: Panettone (is a type of sweet bread loaf originally from Milan) 

· SWEDEN: Pepparkakor (heart-star and goat-shaped gingerbread biscuit) 

· UK: Christmas Pudding (steamed pudding, with dried fruit and nuts, usually made with suet) 

· PORTUGAL: Pain Perdu (French toast made with bread and eggs, milk, sugar and cinnamon) 

· GERMANY: Lebkuchen (large cookies made of honey) 
PAGE  
1

