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Comics are a form of narrative combining art and writing to tell a story. They can
be identified by the speech and thoughts in bubbles or balloons, often placed in

a sequence called a strip. Comics appear in newspapers and other publications
around the world and are also sold as books and magazines.

- Although the first comics were created in the 1800s, it wasn’t until the late 1930s
that their popularity exploded. American company DC Comics introduced a new
type of character, a being from another planet with superhuman powers, named
Superman. This first superhero was hugely popular in the US and others followed,
including Batman, The Flash, The Fantastic Four, Spider-man, Wolverine and The

X-Men. These were released alongside the more traditional animal and child
characters.

- American soldiers occupying Japan after WWII in the mid-1940s took their comic
books with them. While comics had existed in Japan prior to this, cultural influences
from the United States soldiers strongly shaped the development of Japanese
comics. Then a new form of comic book called manga, with a wide variety of
subject areas (not just superheroes), appeared in Japan.

- One of the first artists to create comics in the modern manga style was Osamu
Tezuka. He is sometimes referred to as the father of modern manga. His many
creations include Astro Boy and Kimba the white lion, which became enormously
popular worldwide as animated cartoons. Tezuka’s drawings were influenced by
American cartoon characters of the time such as Betty Boop, Bambi and Mickey
Mouse. Like them, his characters had large, expressive eyes and this became one of
the recognisable characteristics of manga drawings.

Other typical features of modern manga characters include ‘glinting" highlights in
the eyes, overly large heads, unusual hair colour, small mouths, and bodies with
long legs. They sometimes show over-exaggerated emotions; for example, when
they cry, tears pour out in buckets, or when they laugh their mouths become huge
and their eyes just small slits. Manga artwork incorporates clean lines and simple
shapes and is usually printed in black and white, while American comics are usually
in colour. A manga book is done mostly by a single creator, who writes, sketches,
inks over the sketches and adds dialogue.
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¢ Manga are created for all age groups and cover a wide range of genres including
Shonen manga (boys’ comics) and Shojo manga (girls’ comics). Around forty per
cent of Japan's publications contain manga, and some of the more popular ones are
adapted into anime (Japanese animations) and computer or game console games.
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When a foreign army occupies
(Paragraph 3) another country, it is:
(a) keeping busy.

(b) controlling that country.

(c) waiting there.

Which paragraph gives information
about typical manga characters?

(a) Paragraph 7

(b) Paragraph é

(c) Paragraph 5

In Paragraph 4, animated means
cartoons that:

(a) speak.
(b) move.
(c) are black and white.

A comic book is different from a
novel because it:

(a) entertains the reader.

(b) contains speech bubbles and more
illustrations.

(c) is published and printed.

’ Which character was first to appear

in comics?

(a) Batman
(b) Superman
(c) Astro Boy

’ Which phrase would most likely not

be found in a summary of manga
artwork?

(a) asingle artist
(b) large heads and eyes
(c) coloured illustrations

‘ What might happen to a top-selling

manga book in Japan?

(a) It could get turned into anime.
(b) It will be banned.

(c) It will be printed in colour.

SOMETHING EXTRA

* Draw yourself as a manga character, using

the characteristics outlined in the text.

We can conclude that Osamu
Tezuka liked American comics
because he:

(a) bought lots of them.

(b) lived in America.

(c) copied their style.

In order to become popular world
wide, Astro Boy must have been:
(a) translated into other languages.
(b) really cleverly produced.

(c) a typical manga.

What caused US comic book

popularity to increase dramatically
in the 1930s?

(@) World War

(b) American soldiers took comics
to Japan.

(c) The first comic book superhero
was created.

Complete the sentence to make a
fact, not an opinion. Manga comics
are:

(a) cleverly written.

(b) very cool.

(c) Japanese.

What is the author’s purpose for
writing this text?

(a) to inform readers

(b) to entertain readers

(c) to promote manga

What might be one difference
between a Shonen and Shojo
manga comic?

(a) the themes
(b) the colours
(c) the size of the book

The pronoun they in Paragraph 1
refers to:

(a) art and writing.
(b) comics.
(c) stories. v




