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* Sweat poured off Zoe as she climbed to the top of the ridge. She hadn’t walked

particularly far, nor climbed too high, but the constant humidity was getting to her. This
was the first time Zoe had visited an equatorial country, and she wasn’t.used to the
tropical climate. However, the beautiful beach next to their quiet, secluded resort more
than made up for the heat. It was perfect for swimming, snorkelling and relaxing—just
the things Zoe enjoyed.

" Her parents and brother, Alex, were already on the ridge, waiting for her. ‘Looks like you

could do with some H,O!' said her dad; passing her a bottle.

" ‘Thanks, Dad’, said Zoe, guzzling down the cool liquid in big gulps.
- ‘Hey, check this out!’ exclaimed Alex, who was looking down the hill they had just

ascended to the beach below. ‘All the water has gone! Cool!”

" The rest of the family walked over to where he was standing and peered through the

foliage. He was right; the water from the beach had receded, leaving the shallow reef
and kilometres of beach exposed. ‘| wonder if this happens all the time?” wondered

Mum.

" ’l doubt it’, said Dad, frowning. ‘It looks really ... peculiar. Not right.”
* 'Let’s go down and have a look!’ said Alex excitedly. ‘I bet we could find some cool stuff

on the reefl’ He started to move off the ridge.

- Zoe, who had been trying to remember the details of something she had learned at

school, suddenly grabbed him by the arm. ‘No! Don‘t go down there, Alex. | don’t think
it's safe. | think the water is being pulled out by an oncoming surge of water. It's called a
... @ ... tsunami, that's it! We had a lesson on tsunamis at school. | think we should stay up

here.’

- Alex looked from Zoe's deadly serious face to his dad’s concerned visage. He was about

to say something when a roaring sound dragged their attention back to the beach below.

- Water was rushing back in at a horrifying speed. It looked to Zoe as if the whole ocean

had decided to move inland, as the wall of water pushed with devastating force through
their resort.

‘All my stuff!’ gasped Alex, distraught. ‘I left my Game Boy® in the resort!*

‘| think we should just be glad that we're all okay’, said Zoe solemnly, and her parents
nodded slowly in agreement. Zoe's mum put her arm around Zoe, tears in her eyes. Dad

continued looking at the scene in horror.

- Eventually the water started receding again, and Alex wanted to go and look for his

belongings. Dad looked at Zoe with raised eyebrows. ‘What do you think? You're the

expert, Zoe, is it safe to go down there?

’| don’t think so. Tsunamis are more than one wave. We'd better wait here.’

As they waited, Zoe told them all she knew about tsunamis, and presently another huge
wave rushed in, swamping the resort again. Zoe was glad she had listened at school the

day they learned about tsunamis.
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Which words form an antonym for

receding in Paragraph 13?

(a) roaring

(b) rushing back in

(c) creeping

Zoe thought the water went out due

to a tsunami is the main idea of:

(a) Paragraph 8.

(b) Paragraph 10.

(c) Paragraph 11.

What happened just before the

family saw the tsunami?

(a) They argued about going down to
the exposed beach.

(b) They heard a roaring sound.

(c) Zoe's dad started to get
concerned.

The family watched the tsunami hit

the resort through:

(a) reeds.
(b) leaves and branches.
(c) hills.

Zoe and her brother both:

(a) were pleased they waited on a
ridge.

(b) thought the beach was safe.

(c) realised it was dangerous.

What will the family probably do
when they get back to the resort?

(a) find the Game Boy®

(b) give their help

(c) sleep

Which word best describes how Zoe
felt in the tropical weather?

(a) uncomfortable

(b) agonised

(c) terrified

a What was Alex most concerned

about?

(a) The safety of his family.

(b) His personal belongings.

(c) The welfare of the other people
in the resort.

The family was so lucky not to have
been hurt by the tsunami is:

(a) afact.

(b) amoral.

(c) an opinion.

Zoe's dad said ‘It looks really ...
peculiar. Not right ..." because he:

(a) knew a tsunami was coming.

(b) sensed that something unusual
was happening.

(c) was a talented psychic.

The family were at this place near
the equator on a:

(a) trekking tour.

(b) school trip.

(c) family holiday.

This text is:

(a) an explanation.

(b) a narrative.

(c) areport.

The pronoun we in We had a lesson
in Paragraph 8 refers to:
(a) Zoe’s family.

(b) Zoe's school class.

(c) Zoe’s friends.

We can conclude the resort was
wrecked by:

(a) acyclone.
(b) an earthquake.
(c) receding and surging water.
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* What would you have done if you had seen the unusual scene of the exposed beach?




