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Sleepless sleepover

- I never used fo believe in ghosts. | always thought those who had claimed to have seen
the supernatural were either fruitcakes or had just been tricked by poor light and an
overactive imagination. That was until | had a sleepover at my friend Grace’s house, a
few months ago.

The trouble with sleepovers is that we don't actually get much sleep—more often than
not we're sill chatting at 2 am. And that's the time of night you normally don’t see
anything because your eyes are shut and your conscious mind is having a well-earned
rest.

Grace's house is pretty cool, except for her cats and the vast amounts of cat
paraphernalia—I'm allergic fo cats. Grace, her grandmother and mum all love cats;
well, that is, her grandmother had loved cats unfil she died last year. She left all her
awful cat statues and paintings fo Grace and her mum. Some were in Grace’s room,
with photos of her own cat, Charky, short for Charcoal. That feline was almost black.

4 Anyway, except for the cheesy cat stuff, | liked staying over at Grace’s house. We had

our usual healthy dinner—pizza, chocolate ice-cream and popcorn, while we watched
a DVD—and then retreated to Grace’s room late, where we chatted and giggled for a
couple of hours.

5. | don't know exactly what time it was when the chatting slowed and our eyelids started

drooping, but it was pretty late. Grace's light was off and the room was quite dark.
There was just a glow coming from the corner of the room which | didn’t even notice
until it moved. | glanced over and saw two yellow, catlike eyes.

¢ ‘Out you go, Charky’, | murmured, thinking it must have been Grace's cat.
7. ‘Charky isn’t in here’, said Grace sleepily.
8 Then what is thate’ | asked. Grace sat up in her bed as |, too, sat upright on my

matiress on the floor. The glowing eyes blinked, then a cat shape moved slowly across
the room to the closed door, casting a dim shadow on the wall. The shadow was in the

distinct shape of a woman.

2. Well, at that point, | leapt onfo Grace’s bed and we both dived under the covers. All

we could hear was our own ragged breathing. ‘What was that?’ we asked each other
in shaky, whispered voices.

We sfcyed under there for some time, then Grace got up the nerve to dash to the walll
and switch the light on. Other than us, the bedroom was empty. The door was closed.
We left the light on for the rest of that sleepless night.

- 1 don’t know for sure what it was we saw. It might just have been a trick of the light, but
Grace swears it was the ghost of her grandma, who had loved cats so much, coming
back to pay her a visit. All | know for sure is that | haven't been to any sleepovers at
Grace’s house since that fateful night!
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In Paragraph 3, the items collected for
use in a hobby or activity are called:

(a) photos.
(b) paintings.
(c) paraphernalia.

When your conscious mind is having a
well-earned rest, you are:

(a) not awake.

(b) not dreaming.

(c) seeing things.

What was the reason Grace’s cat was
called Charky?

(a) the colour of its fur

(b) the colour of its eyes

(c) its personality

The writer’s previous belief about
ghosts is the main idea of:

(a) Paragraph 11.

(b) Paragraph 1.

(c) Paragraph 8.

Which event happened first?

(a) The writer jumped out of her bed.

(b) Grace dived under the covers.
(c) The yellow eyes blinked.

Grace was different from the writer
because she:

(a) liked cats and cat images.
(b) was scared of ghosts.

(c) enjoyed junk food.

How did the writer probably feel the
day after the sleepover?

(a) happy

(b) horrified

(c) tired

The next time the writer goes to a
sleepover, she will probably:

(a) see a ghost.

(b) sleep with the light on.

(c) take a teddy bear.

You can conclude at the end of
the story the writer:

(a) wasn’t so sure anymore if
there were ghosts or not.

(b) was convinced that there
were ghosts.

(c) still didn’t believe in ghosts.

Which answer best summarises

Grace?

(a) a girl who loves cats

(b) a typical girl

(c) a fruitcake

It is a fact, not an opinion, that

the two girls:

(a) saw a scary ghost in
Grace’s room.

(b) hid under the covers.
(c) were extremely scared.
Which emotion caused the writer

to avoid more sleepovers at
Grace’s house?

(a) anticipation

(b) optimism

(c) fear

The writer thinks the cat items in
Grace’s house are:

(a) nice.

(b) unappealing.

(c) revolting.

The pronoun us in Paragraph 10
refers fo:

{a) Grace and the ghost.

(b) Grace and the writer.

(c) the writer and the ghost.

Something extra

* Write a scientific explanation for what
the writer and her friend saw, proving
it wasn't a supernatural event.




