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CATCH OF THE DAY

- ‘A Coastwatch aircraft has just alerted us to the presence of an unidentified vessel

in north-eastern Australian waters, Captain’, reported Customs officer, Olivia Pefers.

- ‘See if you can locate it on the radar’, replied Captain Andrews. ‘Sounds like it

should be nearby.

- Olivia adjusted the radar search on their Australian Customs Vessel (ACV), Shark

Bay, and soon a blip on the screen indicated the presence of the unidentified ship
a short distance to the south-east. ‘Target located nearby, Captain’, said Olivia.

- ‘Change course to intercept. Try to establish radio contact with the vessel’, said

Captain Andrews as the crew scurried fo follow his commands. ‘Let’s find out who
they are ... and what they are doing in Australian waters.’

- Olivia made several unsuccessful attempts to contact the vessel as they drew

closer. Either their radio wasn’t working or they didn’t want to talk. She gave the
captain an update as they came within sight of the ship. Taking a closer look
with binoculars, the captain’s face became grave. ‘Hold our position at a safe
distance’, he commanded. ‘There are armed men on board that ship. They could
be pirates.

- ‘Pirates!’ thought Olivia. She had heard of them, of course, hijacking ships and

stealing fish, but she had never encountered any on patrol. Even though she knew
modern-day pirates were different from the ones of old, she couldn’t help but
picture a bunch of wooden-legged, rum-drinking older men wearing eye-patches
and with parrots on their shoulders. But looking out, she saw these men were
different: young, fierce and armed with machine guns.

- ‘Boarding party officers, prepare your PDE and the boat for boarding’, ordered

Captain Andrews. Olivia focused her aftention on the potentially deadly situation
as the officers prepared their personal defence equipment.

. Moments later, as eight armed officers set out to board the smaller vessel, Captain

Andrews ordered Shark Bay’'s deck-mounted machine gun weapon systems to

be readied and announced the identity and intentions of the boarding party to
the pirates over the loudspeaker. ‘This is the Australian Customs marine unit. We will
be boarding your ship. Put any weapons down. Our officers are armed. Put your
weapons down.’

- The officers watching intently on Shark Bay let out a collective sigh of relief as the

pirates put their guns down and their hands up without a shot being fired. The
boarding party soon had the pirates in custody and ferried them back to the
Customs ship. They also brought back a large stash of weapons found during a
search of the boat.

- Captain Andrews’ final command was fo sink the dilapidated ship. The machine

guns spat bullets and as the illegal boat burst into flames and began sinking
slowly info the ocean, Shark Bay sailed back towards port.
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’ The word dilapidated in

*

Paragraph 10 means:

(@) run down.

(b) pirate.

(c) defenceless.

What does PDE stand for?

(@) potentially deadly environment
(b) personal defence equipment

(c) preparation for dangerous
events

What is the main idea of
Paragraph 10?

(a) Customs destroyed the pirate
ship and returned fo port.

(b) Machine guns were fired
at the pirate vessel.

(c) The successful Shark Bay
returned home.

Before eight armed officers set out:
(a) the pirates put down their guns.
(b) they were taken info custody.
(c) guns were seen on the ship.

Pirates of old, and modern-
day pirates, all:

(a) steal.

(b) have beards.

(c) drink rum.

An officer’s personal defence
equipment would probably include:
(@) alifgjacket.

(b) scuba gear.

(c) ahandgun.

Back on land, what will probably
happen to the pirates?

(@) They’ll be questioned.
() They’ll get a new ship.
(©) They’ll be shot.

SOMETHING EXTRA

Write an alternative ending for the story, such as
one in which there is a confrontation of some kind.

Which word or phrase
summarises how the Customs
officers handled the situation?

(a) competently

(b) with great apprehension
(c) hysterically

Why did the Customs officers
sink the pirate ship?

(@) They wanted fo fest out the
deck-mounted machine guns.

() It was a punishment for coming
into Australian waters.

(c) The illegal vessel was falling
apart so couldn’t be fowed
back to shore.

You could conclude that the
pirates surrendered because the
Customs officers:

(a) were a stronger force.

(b) were braver.

(c) had guns.

Complete the sentence to make a
fact, not an opinion. The pirates:

(a) were quite cooperative.
(b) were armed.
(c) looked scary.

The pronoun them in
Paragraph 6 refers to the:

(a) pirates.

() ships.

(c) fish.

From whose point of view would the
outcome be considered unfair?

(a) the Customs officers’

(b) the writer’s

(c) the pirates’

Because they face dangerous

situations, we can assume
Customs officers:

(@) are specially trained.
(b) are police officers.
(c) are aggressive.




