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The amazing axolotl

1. Axolotls are fascinating creatures. They have a catfish-like shape, with frilly
appendages springing from their neck. They use a flattened tail to swim and four
stubby legs to walk along the bottom of tanks and waterways. External gills allow
them to breath underwater.

2 The name ‘axolot!’ is believed to be derived from the Aztec word ‘nahuatl’ which
means ‘water dog'. Legend has it that Xolotl, the Aztec god of death, lightning and
monstrosities, changed into an axolotl to flee imminent danger.

3 sometimes known as the ‘Mexican walking fish’, these cold-blooded creatures are
actually not a type of fish but a type of salamander, classed as amphibians along
with frogs and toads. In the wild they are typically black, but many colour variants
have been bred in captivity. Colours include grey, a mottled black and white, and
albino (which is white with pink gills and pink eyes).

4. Axolotls are popular pets in many countries. They thrive in captivity, which is very
fortunate as wild axolotls are believed to be critically endangered. Thousands once
inhabited Lake Xochimilco in Mexico, until rapid urbanisation caused it to deteriorate
into a series of canals running through Mexico City. Facing possible extinction,
axolotls are further threatened by non-native fish, such as the Asian carp, which eats
the axolotls’ food and young.

5 These nocturnal, cold-blooded creatures feed mainly on invertebrates, such as snails,
worms and crustaceans, which they swallow (or inhale) whole. As juveniles, the axolotl
are cannibalistic—which can mystify pet owners when they discover an axolofl
missing from its tank.

6. Axolotls are a favourite subject of scientists because they have two amazing abilities:

7je

If wounded, an axolotl can regenerate entire body parts, including limbs, eyes,
kidneys, gills and large parts of its heart and liver. A whole tail can be replaced

and, unlike almost all other vertebrates, portions of its brain and spine can also be
regenerated. Juvenile axolotls manage these extraordinary feats much faster than
adults. Scientists work extensively with axolotls in laboratories, hoping to uncover their
secret of regeneration so they can one day transfer this knowledge to help human

patients who have lost limbs.

d
An axolotl has the ability to breed without ever developing a full adult body. Other
amphibians, such as the frog, undergo metamorphosis naturally, changing from
a waterdwelling to land-dwelling animal as it grows. An axolotl, however, will only
change if conditions are right. If its environment becomes too dry, &in axolotl will
transform into a terrestrial animal by absorbing its gills, growing eyelids and forming
fully developed lungs to breathe oxygen from the atmosphere. 5

9. The human race has much to learn from the amazing
axolotl and much to do to save it from extinction. 2.,
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The word appendages in
Paragraph 1 means

(a) aftached parts.
(b) bandages.
(c) appearances.

a In the wild, axolotls are

generally what colour?

(@ grey

(b) black

(©) pink

The main idea of Paragraph 2 is
to explain the axolotl’s:

(@) appearance.
) name.
(©) location.

In Paragraph 8, an axolotl differs
from a frog because it:

(a) is afish and a frog is an amphibian.

(b) can only transform into a lanad-
dweller when condition are right.

(c) is warm-blooded and a frog is
cold-blooded.

The text is written to:

(@) amaze.

(b) follow instructions.
(c) provide information.

# What effect has the growth of Mexico

City had on its wild axolotl population?

(@ Numbers have diminished, but wild
axolotls contfinue to thrive.

(b) Very few axolofls now exist in the
wild and they are endangered.

(c) There has been very little change
in the number of axolotls left in the
wild.

a A good summary of an axolotl’s

neotenous ability would be:

() if the environment is very ary,
it may transform into a land-
dwelling animal.

(b) when it is ready fo breed, it loses
its gills and goes on land to find
amate.

(c) it transforms info a land-dwelling
animal as it grows.

Axolotls which have not undergone

metamorphosis are underwater:

(@) when they feel like a swim.

(b) about half of the time.

(c) all of the fime.

Which two words in Paragraph 8 are

synonyms?

(@) land-dwelling and terrestrial

(b) amphibian and water-dwelling

(¢) environment and capfivity

Which statement is an opinion,

not a fact?

(@) A juvenile axolotl can
regenerate body parts faster
than an adult axolot.

(b) People who have lost limbs
should encourage research of
axolotls.

(©) Scientists study axolotls fo learn
how they regenerate body
parts.

@ If two juvenile axolotls are housed

in a tank and one disappears, it is
likely that:

(@) one underwent transformation
and climbed out of the tank.

() one became an albino axolotl

The pronoun itin Paragraph 4 refers to:
and can not be seen in the

(a) wild axolotis.

(b) Mexico. tank.
(c) Lake Xochimilco (¢) one axolotl was eaten by the
: other.

Something extva * Conductresearch fo design a pamphlet explaining how fo keep
an axolotl as a pet.




