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I On her maiden voyage, the Dutch ship Batavia departed the port of Texel on 27 October 1628,

bound for the East Indies. She carried a cargo of coins, jewels and ivory to be exchanged for
valuable spices and other highly sought after riches. A ship of the Dutch East India Company,
Batavia was under the command of the merchant Francisco Pelsaert, her first captain.

2 While docking at the Cape of Good Hope, one of the ship’s lower ranking officers, Jeronimus
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Corneliszoon, was drunk and disorderly. This enraged Pelsaert, who angrily reprimanded him for
his dreadful behaviour. Soon after, Corneliszoon began plotting to overthrow the commander and
to run Batavia as a pirate ship. Conditions on board for the crewmen were quite atrocious. There
was very litfle decent food, they suffered infections from lack of hygiene, and were subjected to
regular beatings. It was not surprising that Corneliszoon was easily able to recruit a gang set on
mutiny.
Before the coup could take place, disaster struck Batavia. On 4 June 1629, she ran aground on
a reef close fo the Abrohlos Islands off the west coast of Australia. The ship was being battered
relentlessly by the wild surf, so at low tide people struggled ashore hoping to find food, shelter |
and, most importantly, fresh water—but there was nothing. Pelsaert took the ship’s long boat and
all of his officers with him and continued north to Batavia, also the name of a large city in the East
Indies, aiming to save those on the boat and seek help for the castaways, including many women
and children. After a treacherous journey, they arrived at their destination 33 days later.
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While the castaways waited for Pelsaert to return, Corneliszoon
and his men looted everything of value from the ship. When it
broke up and sank, they came ashore. Corneliszoon announced
his plan fo take control of any ship which came to their rescue
and that the survivors had two choices: follow him or die. He
ordered the remaining soldiers, including Corporal Wiebbe
Hayes, to set off on a mission to a nearby island to search for
fresh water. As he was now rid of the soldiers, he began ordering
the brutal killing of anyone who would not follow his command.
Other survivors were killed for no reason at all.

While on the other island, Hayes learned of the barbarity from
people who had managed to escape Corneliszoon'’s reign of terror.
They constructed makeshift weapons by using any materials they could find
and fortified the island. A battle between the soldiers and mutineers ensued
and Corneliszoon was captured. His remaining men escaped and regrouped just
as Pelsaert, on the ship Sardam, was sighted. Both groups raced to the rescue ship fo
be the first to tell their side of the story, but it was Corporal Hayes who prevailed.

Pelsaert had returned after three months away. He immediately put the offenders on trial
and many of them, including Corneliszoon, were executed. Only 68 of the 341 passengers
and crew made it to the port of Batavia.

Even though much of the cargo from the wreck was recovered, Pelsaert was never paid for being
the commander of Batavia. The East India Company believed him to be partly responsible for the
tragedy and argued that Corneliszoon and his men should have been brought back for a proper
trial. Pelsaert died the following year, a melancholy and troubled man.
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The word reprimanded from

a The mutineers wished to run Batavia as
Paragraph 2 means:

a pirate ship, which meant they would:

(a) praised. (a) give the treasure on board away
(b) condemned. to the poor.

(c) tortured. (b) sing pirate songs and train parrots
Which paragraph explains the b speck.

purpose of Batavia’s journey? (c) steal treasure from other ships they

encountered.

(a) Paragraph 1
(b) Paragraph 2
() Paragraph 3

& Corneliszoon sent the soldiers away on
a mission so he could:

(a) find ample supplies of fresh water

Which word best describes the feelings
of the crew during the journey?

(a) valved

(b) discontented

(c) ignored

The pronoun they in Paragraph 3
refers to:

(a) the castaways.

(b) Corneliszoon and his men.

(c) Pelsaert and his officers.
Batavia ran aground off the coast of:
(a) the Cape of Good Hope.

(b) the city of Batavia.

(c) Western Australia.

Corneliszoon and his crew remained on
Batavia after it ran aground:

(a) to try and save it from sinking.
(b) to rob it.

(c) because they couldn’t swim.
What happens first? Pelsaert:

(a) arrived on Sardam.

(b) rescued the castaways.

(c) executed the criminals.

Batavia left Texel on her maiden voyage.
" This means it was her:

(a) first trip at sea.
(b) first trip with women on board.
trip on the sea.

and food.

(b) go on a killing spree without any
resistance.

(c] find materials to make weapons

with and fortify the island.

Which statement below is an opinion,
not a fact?

(a) The main purpose of Batavia’s
journey was for trading goods.

(b) The journey lasted for more than
seven months before disaster
struck.

(c) Corneliszoon was a scheming
man.

Which statement best reflects how
Pelsaert was viewed after the Batavia
catastrophe?

(a) He was entirely responsible and
made too many rash decisions.

(b) He was partly to blame and didn’t
consult with anyone about the
trials.

(c)] He conducted a successful rescue
and should be highly rewarded.

Something extra

* Conduct research to discover where

artefacts recovered from the Batavia
wreck can be seen today. Make a list of
what has been found.





