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Rudy Mentary’s maths problems

I ‘What a terrible year I'm having’, thought Rudy Mentary, Salburg School’s cross-
eyed maths teacher. She just couldn’t control her pupils ... well, the Year 7 class
in particular! She sat behind her desk in the classroom, head in her hands,
wondering what to do.

2 Rudy had been a plumber for many years, but that work had been too much
of a drain. She had asked her friends if they knew of any jobs going for a clever
mathematician like her, but they had been no help ... she just couldn’t count
on them. So she had decided to become a maths teacher and, after four years
of training, was ready to teach. She’d bought lots of pens before starting the
new job—Rudy really wanted to make her mark. Then she started teaching at
Salburg School.

3 The first year had been okay; she’'d had quite a good class. But this year was
different. The Year 7s were so naughty, they’d hardly learnt anything. They threw
pencils, played with glue, yelled and ran around. Rudy tried desperately to find
solutions to all these problems. Throwing pencils was dangerous, especially
if they were sharp. She thought about giving them blunt pencils, but what
would be the point? ‘Who ever thought a maths teacher would have so many
problems?’ she wondered to herself.

“ The bell ringing for the start of school shook her from her thoughts. She had the
Year 7s to teach this morning ... and there was going to be a fire drill today.
She hated fire drills ... she found them quite alarming. And no doubt the Year
7s would use it as an excuse to be even naughtier. She grabbed her calculator
(she could always count on that, at least) and went off to meet the Year 7s.

* It started as badly as it usually did. A student limped into class late, proclaiming
some lame excuse. Someone told her another student had eaten glue but
refused to tell her about it, indicating his lips were sealed. Before Rudy could

respond, a fire alarm rang in the hallway outside.

¢ She knew it was just a drill, but the Year 7s didn’t, and they became anxious as
Rudy sat at her desk ignoring the alarm. Just when she finally decided to start
getfting them out of class, she smelled smoke, then saw flames in the corner of
the classroom. Thinking quickly, she ushered the class outside then used her
plumbing skills to break the pipe leading to the heating system and quickly put
the fire out.

’ Firefighters arrived soon after and discovered the batteries in the classroom
smoke alarms had run out. As the firefighters gave away the batteries, free of
charge, Rudy Mentary was celebrated as a hero. The only problems she had in
class from then on were those in the maths books!
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My lips are sealed (in Paragraph 7. Which piece of equipment did
5) is a phrase meaning Rudy use to put out the fire?
somebody knows something: (@) hose pipe

(@) but won't tell anyone. (b) heater pipe

(b) very interesting. (c) plastic pipe

() but has glued lips. 8. Rudy didn’t evacuate the students
What didn’t Rudy like about when she heard the alarm
teaching at Salburg School? because she:

(a) the pupils (@) thought it was a drill.

(b) the studentsin Year 7 (b) wanted them dead.

(c) the maths problems (c) was afraid.

The word pupil in Paragraph 1 9. Free of charge in Paragraph 7, has
can be either a person learning two meanings—at no cost and:
something or: (q) for free.

(a) apart of the eye. (b) extralarge.

(b) ateacher. (c) without any power.

() a foreign curency. 10. Which two words best describe
What had caused Rudy Mentary Rudy’s character?

to become a mathematics

(a) intelligent and practical
(b) mean and clever
(c) bossy and capable

11. The pronoun itin Paragraph 4

teacher?

(a) Her friends had suggested it
might be a good idea.

(b) She was good at maths and

was bored with being a refers fo:

plumber. (a) her calculator.
(c) She liked solving problems (b) the fire drill.

and had always wanted to @©) an excuse

be a teacher.

For how many years had Rudy
been a maths teacher?

(a) quite a few

(b) about two

(c) three or more

The text uses puns (phrases or
words with double meanings)
to create: 3 r
(@) new words. p v Jns in the fext
(D) T hUmOUr S :

12. The purpose of this texﬂs

@ tell the blography of Rua
~ Mentfary.
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