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w Dr Livingstone, I presume

! ‘Dr Livingstone, | presume’, are four of the most well-remembered words ever
spoken. They were uttered by a journalist in Ujiji, a small Tanzanian village, on
10 November 1871. Later, his casual greeting to Dr Livingstone became part of
world history.

% This adventurous journalist, Henry Stanley, had been sent to Africa by the editor of
the New York Herald newspaper to find a missing explorer, Dr Livingstone. After
searching for over eight months, he finally located the famous man. Instead of
rushing up to him, he later wrote in his report that he approached slowly, looked at
him respectfully, removed his hat and addressed the now famous words to him.

* David Livingstone was a Scottish doctor and missionary who had first travelled
to Africa thirty years before. On his return to Britain, he became a national hero
by publishing a book, writing newspaper articles and speaking publicly about his
adventures in this strange, new and exciting place. He was very concerned about
the thousands of Africans who were being captured and taken to be slaves in other
parts of the world. He wanted to tell people about it so they would become angry
and force governments to put a stop to it.

* In 1864, Livingstone had set off on his last expedition to Africa. He was very keen
to solve the mystery of the source of the Nile, Africa’s longest river, as well as to
continue working to stop Africa’s slave trade. For some time after he arrived in
Africa, regular reports were received from him. But when he’d not been heard from
for several years, people became very concerned. There were rumours that he was
being held captive, was lost or even dead. Newspaper headlines in Britain asked the
question: ‘Where is Livingstone?’ There was also a great deal of interest and concern

about his whereabouts in America.

* Henry Stanley headed into the interior of Africa with about 2000 men, but half of
them died or deserted him during their long, hard journey from the coast. They
had travelled across mountains and hot, humid salt plains, and through forests and
jungles, facing many dangers and difficulties before they finally met a tired-looking
man with a grey beard, a blue cap and a red-sleeved waistcoat. They were able to
give him the first mail he'd received in years, which included some very welcome

letters from his children.

¢ Although Dr Livingstone was not in very good health, he welcomed the supplies
Stanley had brought with him and decided to take them and explore more of the
Africa. Stanley decided to join him on this expedition.

7 After Livingstone died two yeas later, Stanley continued his work in central Africa for
a further four years. He travelled long distances, charted Lake Victoria, traced the
course of the Congo River and published books about this fascinating continent. He
too became a famous explorer, but now is best remembered for those four famous
words spoken in a remote area of Africa about 140 years ago.
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The word presume in
Paragraph 1 means:
(a) pretend.
(b) prefer.
(c) believe.
Many people knew about
Dr Livingstone’s adventures
because he:
(a) wrote about them.
(b) appeared on TV.
(c) was a doctor.
a What did Stanley do first?

(@) He travelled for eight

months.

(b) He gave Livingstone his
mail.

(c) He said, ‘Dr Livingstone, |
presume’.

How many of Stanley’s men
were with him when he met
Livingstone?

(a) most

(b) half

(c) afew

You could conclude from
the text that Stanley and
Livingstone were:

(a) tall.

(b) honest.

(c) brave.

Stanley didn’t rush up to

Livingstone when he first saw
him because he:

(a) was tired after his long
journey.

wasn't interested in
seeing him.

(b) thought it was polite not to.

Dr Livingstone wanted

publicity because he:

(a) was shy.

(b) wanted to help slaves.

(c) wanted money.

It is a opinion, not a fact, that

Livingstone:

(a) died in Africa.

(b) was Scottish.

(c) was a great explorer.

Livingstone was able to go on

his last expedition because

Stanley:

(a) joined him.

(b) gave him supplies.

(c) had money.

Stanley was different from

Livingstone because he:

(a) went to Africa.

(b) was a reporter.

(c) explored Africa.

The text was written to:

(a) tell people how to do
something.

(b) give information.

(c) give an opinion.

The words it in Paragraph 3

refer to:

(a) the slave trade.

(b) the government.

(el A Trica:

Something extra

Write a letter from Livingstone
to his family, telling how he felt
when Stanley appeared.




