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Mummmies of the peet bogs

ou probably know about Ancient Egyptian mummies, but do you know of
the peat bog mummies that have been perfectly preserved by nature?

2 A peat bog is a type of wetland in which the water is acidic and brown in colour.
The cold, acidic, oxygen-free conditions prevent decay and mummify flesh.

Tollund Man was found in Denmark in 1950. Using special techniques, scientists
discovered that he died almost 2500 years ago and his last meal had been
porridge made from a mixture of different seeds and vegetables. They also
discovered that he died from hanging.

When found, Tollund Man was wearing a skull cap which covered his very short
hair and apart from a little stubble, he was clean-shaven. He had a leather belt
around his waist and a garrotte pulled tightly around his neck.

- Lindow Man was uncovered in 1984 in the United Kingdom. He had suffered

a very gruesome death about 2000 years ago, receiving two axe blows to the
head and a blow to the back which broke a rib. Finally, a thin leather cord was
used to strangle him and break his neck. After death, his throat was cut from ear
to ear.

¢ Clonycavan Man and Oldcroghan Man were both discovered in 2003, just 40
kilometres apart in a peat bog in Ireland. Both men are believed to have died
about 2500 years ago.
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”- Clonycavan Man had his hair styled with gel that had been made from vegetable
oil mixed with pine tree resin from trees native to Spain and south-west France,
not Ireland. This is evidence of trade across western Europe during the Iron Age.

& A very unpleasant death came to Clonycavan Man. He suffered four blows of an
axe—three to his head and one to the chest—before having his innards ripped
out.

- For a man with perfectly manicured nails and smooth hands, Oldcroghan Man
met with a very rough death. After being stabbed in the chest, he had holes cut
in his arms through which rope was threaded, maybe to hold him down while
being cut in half across the lower body. Finally he was beheaded. His head and
lower body were not found.

" No-one knows for sure why these men and other ‘bog men’ from across Europe
came to such grisly ends. Some suggest it was punishment for crimes, others say
- they were offerings to pagan gods. Although the men have been taken from the
- bogs, the truth will be fore i
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tte could be replaced

- (a) skin.
(b) scarf.
(c) rope.
The second of the four bog
men to be discovered was:
(a) Oldcroghan Man.
(b) Tollund Man.
(c) Lindow Man.
Although none of the men

died from natural causes, only
Tollund Man was not:

(a) executed.
(b) tortured.
b' (c) guilty.
% It is an opinion, not a fact,
~ that the bog men were:
(a) pagan sacrifices.
(b) all men.
4 (c) killed.
(3 All men lived at some time
~ during the:

- (a) Common Era.
 (b) Iron Age.
(c) 12% century.
F3 The main idea of Paragraph 2
" is to describe:

(a) how the men died.

(b) what mummification is.

(c) what a peat bog is and
why it can preserve a body.

If the conditions of a peat bog
preserve bodies, when they are taken
from the bog they would:

(a) begin to decay.

(b) stay the same.

(c) disappear.

We know that trade occurred in the
Iron Age in western Europe because:
(a) Clonycavan Man wore hair gel.

(b) the hair gel contained tree resin.

(c) the hair gel resin came from trees in
Spain and France, not Ireland.

a The bog men were preserved because:

(a) they were pagan sacrifices.

(b) the conditions of the bog prevent
decay.

(c) they were criminals.

The text is a:

(a) factual report.

(b) fairytale narrative.

(c) biographical report.

We can conclude from the text that

although scientists can determine how

the bog men died, they 5

why they were killed.

(a) do not care

(b) can not determine

(c) are afraid to discover

In Paragraph 3, the pronoun they

refers to the:

(a) seeds and vegetables.

(b) special techniques.

(c) scientists.





