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A TALE OF TWO BROTHERS

- During the 17" and 18" centuries, the Cheyenne people of North America had an unusual

custom. Whenever they were about to cross a river, even when pursued by a mortal enemy,
they would stop and toss food into the water. A tale involving two brothers, passed_qown by
storytellers from one generation to the next, may hold the key to this peculiar tradition.

- Two brothers, fravelling across the Great Plains of America with little water and no food

to speak of, became completely lost. With grassy plains in every direction, they walked
for a whole day uncertain of where they were heading. By early evening, when both
were ravenous, they stumbled upon a giant green egg with red spots, sitting on the grass
directly in their path.

- ‘What an unbelievably lucky find!’ exclaimed the younger brother, who quickly started

gathering sticks to build a fire to cook the egg.

- The older brother was hesitant. ‘You do not think it strange, brother, that this very unusual-

looking egg, larger than any egg I've ever seen, appears at our feet just as our stomachs
are crying out fo be fed?’

- The younger brother dismissed him, suggesting that perhaps a giant turtle had laid the

egg. Soon he cracked it open and was digging out the contents with a spoon.

- ‘There is plenty here. Have some!’ the younger brother offered.
- The older brother grimaced at the sight of the rubbery, green yolk and the white with a

pinkish sheen tfo it and refused to even try it.

- As the younger brother continued to devour the egg, he started to feel nauseous and was

beginning to regret his decision. But with his older sibling watching, he kept gobbling it
down.

- The following morning, the older brother noticed a green tinge to his younger sibling’s

skin and little red spots starting to appear all over him. As they continued their trek, the
younger brother exclaimed, ‘I'm sssssso thirsty | could drink a lake and still need more!’ His
arms, which had been swinging as he walked, were now hanging limply by his sides as if
glued to him. By lunchtime his skin was a brilliant green and the red spots were far more
prominent.

- As the sun disappeared below the horizon they came upon a river. The younger man

dived straight in, ducking and diving and shrieking with delight. The older brother was so
weak and weary by this time, he rested his head on a rock and fell asleep.

- The next morning, he woke to the sound of singing and discovered a pile of freshly caught

fish at his feet. In the river was his brother, who was no longer in human form but was a
giant serpent with bright green scaly skin and red spots. He had a snake-like face and an
enormous forked tail, with which he was piercing fish and flinging them onto the bank.

- ‘Look at all the fish | have caught for you, my dear brother', he hissed. ‘But’, he continued,

‘| don’t only want to eat fish for the rest of my daysssss, so bring me some other food every
day, too’.

- From that day on, the Cheyenne people threw food into rivers before they crossed them to

appease the appetite of the serpent and to be granted safe passage across.
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Which word in Paragraph 2 means
extremely hungry?

(a) uncertain

(b) ravenous

(c) hesitant

It is suggested that the egg was
laid by which animal?

() turtle

(b) fish

(©) snake

The day after eating the egg, the
younger brother’s:

(@) hair had turned red.

(b) skin had turned red.

(c) skin had turned green.
Which word best describes the
appearance of the egg?

(a) ordinary

(b) strange

(c) dazzling

What did the younger brother do
immediately after discovering the egg?
(a) ate it with a spoon

(b) built a fire

(c) turned info a serpent

The older brother differs from his
younger sibling because he is more:
(a) cautious.

(b) courageous.

(c) considerate.

The younger brother probably
continued eating the egg even

though he was starting to feel

unwell because he:

(a) didn’t want to admit to his older
brother that he should have
listened to him.

(b) was so hungry he wanted to eat
every last morsel of egg.

(c) didn’t want fo leave any leftover
egg for his brother to eat.

u The younger brother’s speech

changed in Paragraph 9 because:

(@) his tongue was swollen from the
heat.

(b) he was so hungry.

(©) he was beginning to become a
serpent.

a You can conclude the elder brother

was weak and weary because he
was:

(a) tired and hungry.

(b) upset about his brother.

(c) feeling nauseous.

w After the younger brother’s

transformation into a serpent, his
sibling probably:

(a) had lots to eat.

(b) found his way home.

(c) became a serpent too.

w Which statement is a fact, not an

opinion?

(a) Giant serpents like living in rivers
across North America.

() The Cheyenne lived in North
America in the 17" and 18"
centuries.

(©) A more varied diet is good for
giant serpents.

@ Which statement best summarises

the message of A tale of two
brothers?

(@) Be wary of things you are unsure
of and listen to your elders.

®) Iflost on the Great Plains of
America, green eggs will help
you find your way.

(©) Count your blessings.

SOMETHING EXTRA

* Rewrite ‘A tale of two brothers’ as
a play and perform it with a partner.




