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U My extraordinary best [riend
FreEn y extraordinary best Irien
' | read once that you never have friends later in life like the ones you have when you
are 12 years old. In my case, that was most definitely true.
2 Cadel and | had been inseparable since his first day at Laleham Primary School in Year
5. We had a lot in common, especially our love for sport, but we were polar opposites

in appearance. Cadel was tall and lanky with jet black hair and emerald-green eyes,
where as | had white-blond hair, brown eyes and a hobbit’s stature.

3. One autumn day our class was on an excursion to the Redgum National Park, studying
the different layers of the forest. We had been given a little time on our own to find
an interesting tree to sketch and, after much searching, | had found a magnificent tall
one and was craning my neck to see the top of it. As | started to walk backwards to
secure a better view, my left foot began doing a little tap dance trying to locate the
ground beneath it—but there was none! My clipboard was ejected as my arms started
twirling in midair as if trying to fly. | went backwards with a very loud ‘woah'!

4 | fell heavily and awkwardly on my elbow, which promptly popped out in a very
unnatural direction. Pain shot through my whole body, making me grimace and inhale
sharply. My first instinct was to yell for Cadel, even though | knew there was very little
chance of anyone hearing me from down on the rocky ledge. My body began shaking
involuntarily from shock and my lips went instantly dry. At some stage | must have
lost consciousness because when | came to | was face-to-face with a translucent, filmy
version of Cadel’s head. He was staring at me with a very serious, anxious expression
on his face which | may have ridiculed under different circumstances.

5 The next time | woke up, Cadel wasn't a bodiless ghost anymore but a real, whole-
bodied kid, standing at my left side. At first | thought it was the pain playing tricks on
my mind ... until | became aware that to my left was a 100-metre drop. | glanced at

Cadel’s feet and beneath them was nothing but air!

6. 'So this is where you've been hiding!” he said half-jokingly. ‘Everyone’s frantic!”

7. | nodded, with my mouth so wide a tennis ball could have been wedged inside it. He
leant forward, sliding one arm under mine and the other under my knees ... and up
we went with a whoosh!

& Once we had ascended to the top there was no time for gratitude or an explanation,
just a sharp change in direction as we darted around trees and glided over bushes.
It was the most terrifying and exhilarating experience I'd ever had! When flashing
orange lights became visible through the gaps in the trees, we came to a graceful
halt. Cadel lowered me to the ground so | was standing in front of him. It was the first
time there had ever been an awkward silence between us.

% 'So ... is this why you always beat me at football?’ | joked, shoving Cadel. He laughed
and things were instantly back to normal with us. He knew he didn't need to ask me
to keep his secret—we were best friends.

10 So, as | said, the saying is true: | most certainly never had a friend again like | had
when | was 12. Cadel was one of a kind!
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The word translucent from =~ Al
Paragraph 4 means:

(a) invisible.

(b) semi-transparent.

(c) opaque.

The purpose of the school
excursion was to study:

(a) tall trees.

(b) forest layers.

(c) cliff faces.

a What did the boy do

before he fell?

(a) a little tap dance

(b) inhaled sharply

(c) grimaced in pain

What was one similarity

between the two boys?

(a) their love of sport

(b) their appearance

(c) their super powers

The boy saw a ghost-like

image of Cadel’s head, which

probably meant:

(a) he was hoping his friend
would come.

(b) Cadel was using his powers
to look for his friend.

(c) the whole episode was a
vivid dream.

The flashing orange lights seen
through the trees came from:
(a) the emergency rescue crew.
(b) Cadel’s spaceship.

(c) rubbish trucks.

ST : Sometlﬁné extra = 8-

a Once the boy and Cadel reached

the top, there was no time for:

(a) sketching the tree.

(b) aflying lesson.

(c) thanks.

What word from Paragraph 8
means the same as thrilling?
(a) terrifying

(b) exhilarating

(c) gliding

When did the boy begin at
Laleham Primary School?

(a) at the same time as Cadel
(b) before Cadel

(c) after Cadel

w By falling off the cliff, the boy

learned that:

(@) he had very bad balance.

(b) he could not fly.

(c) his best friend could fly.

The boy’s lips went ‘instantly dry’
because he:

(a) was in shock.

(b) had forgotten his lip balm.

(c) was dehydrated.

It is likely that when asked what

happened, the boy will:

(@) invent a new story that does not
involve falling off a cliff.

(b) say he fell off a steep cliff but
managed to climb up one-
handed with a broken elbow.

(c) say he fell off a cliff but Cadel
flew down to rescue him.




