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STOP [FELILING IRIEES!

~ I believe that chopping down trees without permission should be illegal. | am
not a tree-hugging ‘greenie’, but | think people are far too quick to remove trees
from their backyards. Trees are Earth’s largest living species—the lungs of our
planet. Without them, all life as we know it would die.

2 |f trees are damaged or diseased, or their roots are endangering the foundations
of buildings, then there is an argument for removing them. But most people have
ridiculous reasons for felling trees; for example: ‘The leaves fall in the pool and
then I have to scoop them up’ or, ‘The birds in the trees leave their mess on my
patio’.

3 Don't they realise how lucky they are to have bird habitats in their area, and to
be able to study their ways and hear their song!

4 We all understand that if everyone does his/or her little bit for the environment,
we can make a huge difference. When we go shopping, we try fo remember to
take our own bags to the supermarket. We separate recyclable materials from
our household waste. Don't people understand that this idea works for frees, too!

5 The oxygen cycle is essential for/our:survival. If everyone in your region chopped
down all the big trees in their'gardens, they would be reducing significantly the
amount of carbon dioxide taken fromithelair and the amount of oxygen refurned
to the air. The effect would not be asidamaging as'the destruction of whole
rainforests, but if everyone doesihis or herllittle bit ...

¢ Another threat to the environment that such senseless tree felling creates is how:
it alters the food webs of many species. It’s not just birds that live in trees. There
are thousands of species of little creatures playinglimportantroles in many.food
webs and chains. When their habitats are destroyed, the delicate balance of
nature is adversely affected.

7- When native trees are cut down, the conservation of native fauna is at risk.
People don't even think of such things when they get their chainsaws out, but if
they saw a show on television about an endangered native creature, they would
probably say, ‘Ah, what a shame!’

& Chopping down trees can turn places into sterile wastelands. Without free roots,
soil erosion can occur. Replacing them with pretty flowers and ornamental shrubs
may look attractive, but where is the life above the height of the garden fence?

9- When people chop down trees they are thinking only of themselves and the
present moment. Trees are beautiful plants which can take many years to mature.
| believe that no-one has the right to take a few hours to destroy something that
is so beautiful—and invaluable to the survival of our planet.
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A synonym for the word adversely

in Paragraph 6 is:

(a) positively.

(b) negatively.

(c) neutrally.

The main idea of Paragraph 4 is to

explain that we:

(a) all have a responsibility to
care for the environment.

(b) should not use plastic
supermarket bags.

(c) recycle household. rubbish.

' In the oxygen cycle, trees take:

(a) oxygen and carbon dioxide
from the air.

(b) oxygen from the air and
produce carbon dioxide.

(c) carbon dioxide fromithe ain
and produce oxygen.

Forests are called the lungs of the

planet because without them there

would be no:

(a) oxygen fto breathe.

(b)  birdsong to hear.

(c)  habitats for many creatures.

It is an opinion, not a fact, that:

(a) the survival of the planet is
dependent on trees.

(b) backyard tree fellers are
selfish and short-sighted.

(c) trees are the world’s largest
living species.

’ The planet would die if all trees
were cut down because there
would be:

(a) no food webs.
(b) eroded soil.

[c) no oxygen cycle.

~ was written to persuade people

* Write a report on the destruction of

Which statement best summarises

the writer’s point of view?

(a) The unnecessary felling of
trees should be banned.

(b) All tree felling should cease.

(c] Some tree felling should be
allowed.

The writer believes that recycling
waste and profecting and
planting forests are important,
but reducing free felling is:

(a) ~not important.

(b) essential.

(c) * important.

The text is an example of:

that trees are:

(o) essential to life.

(b)  beautiful plants.

(c)  habitats for many creatures.

In Paragraph 8, the pronoun
them refers to:

(a) sterile wastelands.
(b) tree roots.
(c) trees.
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one of the world’s major forests.





