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- Kappa are Japanese-speaking mythological
creatures that are about the size of a 10-yearold
boy. They are said to resemble a frog, but with an
ape-like face and a beak. They smell like fish, have a
shell like a tortoise and yellow-blue scales cover their
bodies. Kappa are proficient at swimming due to
their webbed feet and hands. Legend tells that they
inhabit the ponds, lakes and rivers of Japan.

- Some say kappa are revered and others claim they
are feared because they can do terrifying things.
They have a cavity in the top of their head surrounded by scraggly hair. This hollow is
filled with a magical liquid which gives them the strength to drag prey, such as horses,
cattle or small children, to their death in the water they inhabit.

- As kappa are gluttons for cucumbers, some believe if you write your name (and the
names of any small children in your company) on one and throw it into kappa-infested
water, you may be permitted to bathe there (if you dare) without coming to any harm.

- Like the legendary Loch Ness monster of Scotland, kappa have supposedly been
sighted by humans. Legend tells us that kappa are knowledgeable about medicine
and are said to have taught the art of bone-setting to humans. This is rather handy as
kappa are also masters of koppo, a bone-breaking technique!

- If you ever meet a kappa, it may be an asset to know that when they are not killing,
stealing crops and drinking the blood of smalll children (fo wash down all those
cucumbers), they have a strong sense of etiquette. If you do come across one, it would
be impolite not to bow very low. In doing so, you will cause the kappa fo bow even
lower. In the process of bowing, the liquid stored in its head (which is the source of all its
power) spills, enabling you to either retreat to safety or take advantage of its depleted
strength and restrain if.

. Although these water demons generally have a malicious reputation for being evil
troublemakers, in some regions of Japan kappa are thought to be courteous and
honourable. For example, many years ago d section of farmland in Tokyo was prone
to flooding. Legend has it that a man, Kappaya Kihachi, was working tirelessly to
construct a drainage system put was unsuccessful until a kappa, whose life he had
saved a few years prior, appeared and helped him.The drainage system was erected
and the farmers prospered. The bridge which now stands on this very land in Tokyo is

named the Kappa Bridge.
. Whether you believe in the existence of kappa or not, if you ever find yourself in
Japan you will be regularly reminded of them. The expression ’kapp_a-no-kawq-
nagare’ means ‘even kappa can drown’. As kappa are excellent swimmers, this
proverb conveys the idea that even experts make mistakes. A kappamaki is a 'rypg of
cucumber sushi roll and an okappiis a type of scraggly, bobbed hairstyle. Intereshngly
signs warning children to stay away from waterways because kappa can be found in
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The word proficient in Paragraph 1
means:

(@) comical.

(b) useless.

(c) masterful.

Which vegetable is thrown in to a
river or lake to pacify its kappa
inhabitants?

(a) carrot

(b) cucumber

(c) caulifiower

The purpose of the cavity on top of
a kappa’s head is to:

(@) keep its scraggly hair in
position.
(b) store a magical liquid.

(c) prevent its head from
becoming sunburnt.

“ Which paragraph describes how to

weaken a kappa’s strength?

(a) Paragraph b

(b) Paragraph 6

(c) Paragraph 7

The kappa and the Loch Ness

monster are similar because they:

(a) become invisible when
threatened.

(b) instil fear in nearby residents.

(c) may or may not exist.

Two words in Paragraph 6 which are

not synonyms of each other are:

(a) erect and construct.

(b) courteous and troublemaker.

(c) malicious and evil.

: The pronoun itin Paragraph 3

refers to:
(@) akappa.
(b) asmall child.

Because kappa are said fo have
a strong sense of efiquette, they:
(@) can be easily fricked.

(b) are well liked.

(c) speak with a stylish accent.

Which statement below best

summarises Paragraph 7?

(a) There is much evidence that
kappa still exist in Japan.

(b) The kappa has become part
of Japanese culture.

(c) Japanese people are not
confident swimmers.

The kappa mentioned in
Paragraph 6 helped Kappaya
Kihachi because he:

(a) was being courteous.

(b) wanted the farmers to
prosper.

(c) was repaying a debt to him.
Which statement below is a fact,
not an opinion?

(@) All kappa smell bad.

(b) Humans learned the art of
bone-sefting from kappa.

(c) Tokyo is a place found in
Japan.

Japanese people who believe
kappa do exist may:

(@) carry cucumbers.

(b) eat cucumber sushi,

(© learn the art of bone-setting.

Semeihing oo

* Create a comical cartoon
strip about a kappa.




