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- At the age of four, Robbie Maddison had just one thing on his Christmas wish list—a
motorcycle!

- For two years, Robbie had to watch in awe as his heighbour rode around the garden
on his motorbike before his wish was granted. Every weekend after that was spent
with his dad racing at the local bike track: Robbie's natural talent and perseverance
led to a childhood spent travelling across Australia to race off-road motorcycles
competitively. To be a contender in motocross requires new bikes regularly and
extensive travelling. When Robbie was 16, his parents had to sadly put an end to his
dream as funding his hobby wastoo big a financial strain‘on the family.

- Four years on, in 2001, Robbie was an apprentice electrician. However, after taking
a friend’s new motorcycle for a test run and doing a ‘wheelie’, his passion for bikes
returned. But Robbie’s desires had'changed. He no longer wanted to race. He
wanted to imitate his childhood hero, Evel Knievel, and perform daredevil tricks. In
this sport, known as free-style motocross (or FMX), riders on off-road motorcycles
perform jumps and acrobatic stunts. In competition, the winners are chosen by
a group of judges who score riders'on style, the best use of the course, and the
difficulty level of the trick. They can'also take into account the crowd’s reaction.

- Once Robbie had completed his first backflip on his bike, he knew it was time
to abandon his career as an electrician and concentrate solely on FMX. Not long
after, he was performing his tricks.all over Europe and appearing on the cover of
motocross magazines.

- Robbie joined a daredevil freestyle'motorcycle group, Crusty Demons, achieving
spectacular results such as the world record for the longest jump on a 250-cc
motorcycle with a trick known as.the ‘Superman™ Seat Grab'./In 2008, in his home
country, Australia, Robbie set another world record for jumping over a distance of
106.98 metres on a 125-cc bike.

- On New Year's Eve, 2007, Robbie entertained tens of thousands of people in Las
Vegas, USA, attempting death-defying stunts. He flew across a 98-metre football
field, landing unscathed. He dedicated this stunt to his audacious idol, Evel Knievel,
who had attempted a very similar jump in Las'Vegas 40 years earlier. Unlike Robbie,
Knievel landed badly, breaking'many bones;and was in a coma for 29 days. The
original daredevil, who had passed away earlier that year, held the world record for
the most number of bones broken at one time—35!

- At midnight the following.year, Robbie attempted anotherphenomenal stunt. It
took six months of meticulous preparation; working with engineers, mathematicians
and Hollywood stunt directors for-Robbie to jump-almost 30 metres into the air and
land on top of a regﬁga»of the Arc.de Triomphe at the Paris Hotel, Las Vegas. He
then rode off its (’-g;»ga,-dr’opping 15 metres onto a landing ramp below..The flawless
jump was executed beatutifully,astounding Robbie Maddison fans and, no doubt,

earning him nﬁmgmm'
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How old was Robbie when he q Which statement best :

received his first motorcycle? summarises how Robbie

@ 4 (b) 5 (. & prepares for a major event?

(a) He seeks help from experts
shortly before an event.

(b) He seeks help from experts
and takes the time to get the

Which two words from Paragraphs 3
and 7 are synonyms for copy?

(a) daredevil and flawless

(b) imitate and replica jump right.

(c) style and meticulous (© ' He.invents a new jump and
Accomplishing which trick led to tests it out straight away.
Robbie giving up his career as an When and where was Robbie
electrician? Maddison born?

(a) awheelie (a) 1979, Australia

(b) a backflip (b)+ 1980, Las Vegas

(c) a ‘Superman™ Seat Grab’ (c) 1981, Australia

Which paragraph lists Robbie’s

: The word audacious in
world record achievements?

Paragraph 6 means:
(a) Paragraph 5 @ bold.
(b) Paragraph 6

(b) cautious.
(c) Paragraph7

(c) persistent.

Which event occurred last? w To perform the acrobatics
Jumping: required to compete in FMX,
(a) the football field. riders need to be:

(b) an Arc de Triomphe replica. G-

(c) 106.98 metres. (b) extremely fit.

Maddison'’s jump 40 years after (¢) under 16 years of age.

Knievel's was different because RRIER st antentsboldr is an

of the: opinion, not a fact?

(a) locaf:on. (@) As a'child, Robbiewas racing
(b) landing. bikes in.competitions all over
(c) type of jump. . Australia.

How do you think Robbie felt'at the (b) “Robbie is part of the Crusty
age of 16 when he gave up riding? Demons team.

Bl e (¢).- Robbie is better at acrobatic
(b) relieved . stunts than long-distance

(c) disappointed Jumps.

sOmching * Enter the website address <http://www.youtube.com> and search

xt for: ‘Robbie Maddison’s 2008 New Year's Eve jump’ to watch his
extra spectacular performance! Write ten words to describe it.





