[image: ]






[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.jpeg
Pele: From myth to seience

Creation myths, or cosmogonic myths, are stories describing or explaining the
beginnings of Earth, life and the universe. They form a part of the belief systems of
many cultures around the world. The following text is an Hawaiian myth describing
the formation of volcanoes on the chain of islands known as Hawaii.

Long ago, the goddess Haumea and her husband, the creator of the sky, had
seven sons and six daughters. Pele, one of their daughters, was Kane Hoalani,
extremely beautiful but had a terrible temper.

It was her temper and an awful row with her sister that led to Pele’s eviction
from their island home. The fight had been over Namaka’s husband. Their:
oldest brother, Kamohoalii, the god_of sharks, provided Pele with a canoe for
her escape and, in the form of a shark, he guided her safely across the water.
Pele had taken an egg from her mother which she kept warm on the journey—
and from this egg came another sister, Hi'iaka: Namaka;, goddess of water and
the sea, vengefully pursued her two sisters across the waves.

Pele landed first on the island of Kauai' She had with her a magic digging tool
called Paoa which, when struck down into earth, created a fire pit where she
could live.' As Paoa was struck into the ground to create Pele’s home, Namaka
sent waves to flood the crater that formed.

- Pele fled, going from island to island, down the chain. On Oahu, she dug
several fire pits, including the crater now called Diamond Head: After that, Pele
left her mark on the island of Molokai before travelling to Maui'and creating the
volcano known as Haleakald. But Namaka's waves kept following, chasing her

until, at last, she found the big island of Hawaii and arrived at the mountain of
Mauna loa.

- Mauna Loa was so tall that Namaka could not send her waves high enough to
drown Pele, so Pele stayed there and established her home on its slopes. Mauna
Loa is the largest volcano on Earth—a fitting home for the goddess of volcanoes.

Stemming from this Hawaiian myth, the name ‘Pele’ is now associated with
volcanology worldwide. ‘Pele’s tears’ is a geological term for small, black pieces
of solidified lava drops formed from airborne particles of molten material. ‘Pele’s
hair’ is another geological term, describing deep yellow or gold volcanic glass
threads formed when small particles of molten material are thrown into the air and
spun out by the wind into long hair-like strands.




image2.jpeg
The story of Pele was written: 7.

(a) to tell historical facts.

(b) as a creation myth.

(c) to explain volcanoes.

What is the main idea of Paragraph 3?

(a)  Pele’s temper led to a big
argument with her sister.

(b)  Pele was forced to leave her
island home after an argument.
(c)  Pele’s brother guided her across
the seas. 9.

Volcanology (Paragraph 7) is the
scientific study of:

(a)  volcanoes.

(b)  volcanic myths.

(c)  Hawaiian volcanoes.

The second island Pele landed

on was named:

(a)  Kauai.

(b)  Oahu.

(c)  Maui.

You can conclude Pele probably
received her special ability to create
volcanoes from:

(a)  the volcanoes.

(b)  Namaka.

(c) = her parents, both gods.

If there hadn’t been a high mountain

on Hawaii, what would probably have

happened?

(a)  Pele would have returned to her
home.

(b)  Namaka would have flooded
Pele’s home, forcing her to move.

(c)  Pele would have drowned.

10.

13:

Which word best describes
Namaka's personality?

(a) vindictive

(b)  jealous

(c)  authoritarian

Namaka and Kamohodlii had the
same:

(a)  special abilities.

(b)  physical appearances.

(c) = parents.

Which sentence best summarises
the text?

(a) It is a creation story
explaining the existence of
volcanoes in Hawaii.

(b) " It is an Hawaiian myth
describing the formation of
the islands.

(c) = It is a myth with a moral: be
good fo your sisters, or else!

The effect of Namaka’s wrath was
that Pele had to keep:

(a) = moving to new islands.

(b)  digging holes.

(c) = making volcanoes.

Mauna Loa is the largest volcano
on Earth is:

(a)  a belief.
(b) * an opinion.
(c)  a fact.

The pronoun she in Paragraph 4
refers to:

(a)  Namaka.
(b) * Pele.
(c)  Paoa.

Svm@zt%uivgﬁ EXtra

* Write a short fext about Kamohoalii, god of the sharks,
including a description of what he looks like.




