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: the fires of imagination alight, but in the French town of Bayeux, in

Normandy, a most magnificent piece of needlecraft is the town’s major tourist

attraction.

- The Bayeux Tapestry, as it is known, tells the tale of a major English defeat by the
Normans, the people of Normandy. It became known as the Norman Conquest of
England. This mighty invasion occurred as a result of a personal conflict between
two men: Harold, brother-in-law to the English king, Edward, and William, Duke
of Normandy.

- Two years before the invasion, Harold had travelled to France but was

immediately arrested by Norman soldiers. He was taken to William and although

the two men formed a friendship, Harold was not free to leave. Instead, he
fought alongside William and his army against a neighbouring French region.

- In gratitude for his help, William made a pact with Harold and allowed him to
go home after agreeing to his plans for the future. Not long after his return to
England, King Edward died and Harold was crowned king. When news of his
coronation reached William, he was furious. He had believed he would be made
king and now thought that Harold had cheated him out of the crown. William
decided that he would teach him a lesson and invade England.

- The Norman Conquest of England ended on 14 October 1066, when the English
army was defeated by the Normans at the Battle of Hastings in England. King
Harold was killed when he was shot through the eye with an arrow.

- Hail the new king of England, King William: William the Conqueror! With his
French influence, life in England would never be the same again. But for many
years after the reign of William, the two countries were often at war with each
other.

- The Bayeux Tapestry is like a picture book showing the events that led to
William's final victory. Although it is called a tapestry, it is in fact an embroidery
which was stitched by hand, not weaved on a loom. It is over 70 metres long,
almost the length of 1% Olympic-sized swimming pools!

. It is not known exactly when the tapestry was made nor who made it, but it is not
mentioned in historical records until the 15* century.

- [n the late 19t century, Elizabeth Wardle, a skilled English embroiderer, planned
a replica of the Bayeux Tapestry so that England could have its own

S one year for the replica to be completed. It is now on
ondon, forever a reminder of England’s connection
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In Paragraph 4, the phrase made a
pact with could be replaced by:

(a) made peace with.

(b) made an agreement with.

(c) made trouble with.

‘ The Battle of Hastings occurred

of the Norman invasion.

(a) atthe end

(b) at the beginning

(c) in the middle

The pact between William and

Harold was that would
be king of England.

(a) Harold
(b) William
(c) neither

’ William decided to invade England
because he:

(a) thought Harold had gone
back on his word.

(b) was bored and needed
some excitement.

(c) needed more land.

' The main idea of Paragraph 7 is:
(a) the length of the tapestry.
(b) the features of the tapestry.
(c) how the tapestry was made.
The Bayeux Tapestry in France is
different because it is:
(a) bigger.
(b) areplica.
(c) the original.

' It is a fact, not an opinion, that
after William died:
(a) the English and French hated

each other.

(b) life in England was better.

(c) there were many wars between
England and France.

A word whick: could be used

in a summary of William’s

character is:

(a) ruthless.

(b) timid.

(c) shy.

If the Battle of Hastings had

been won by the English, it is

most likely that:

(a) the English and French
might have been friends.

(b) Harold might have given
up the crown and made
William the king of England.

(c) Harold might have invaded

Normandy.
' The text is written as a:
(a) report.
(b) exposition.
(c) debate.

In Paragraph 3, we can
conclude that Harold was a
prisoner of William because he
was:

(a) thrown in prison.
(b) William’s friend.
(c) not allowed to return home.

In Paragraph 4, the pronouns
he refer to:

(a) Harold.
(b) William.
(c) Edward.

SOMETHING EXTRA

% Find an image of the tapestry and copy

a small section using the same art style.

* Draw a ‘tapestry’ of a simple nursery
rhyme.





