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How volcanoesicame

hing geysers, boiling mud pools, hot springs and active volcanoes can all be
found in Rotorua, the centre of New Zealand’s geothermal activity. The Maori
ople, the indigenous people of New Zealand, explain the origin of the Pacific
ng of Fire in the legend of Ngatoroirangi.
According to Maori tradition, Ngatoroirangi, a spiritual leader of the Te Arawa
people, took a journey with his slave, Aruhoe, and some of his men to explore
‘the virgin country of New Zealand. Resting near Lake Tauo, he glimpsed a snow-
clad, majestic mountain towards the south. Deducing that he could survey the
" whole country from its summit, Ngatoroirangi resolved to climb it.
Aware that it was to be a treacherous venture, he ordered his men to remain at
* the foot of the mountain: ‘To give me the strength to conquer this mountain, |
" implore you to fast while | am gone. If you do so, | will return safely as the gods
* will accompany me on my journey and give me spiritual protection. We'll share
" a celebratory feast on my return and | shall reveal the secrets the mountain has
- bestowed upon me’.
'“ Ngatoroirangi took only Aruhoe with him and they both battled the freezing
" conditions, climbing higher and higher with numb toes, frozen faces and icy
breath. The men waited below and with each passing day their hunger and
impatience grew. One man suggested their chief must certainly have perished
and to prevent them all from succumbing to a similar fate, he persuaded the
~ others to consume the food meant for their return.
5 The instant the first morsel was swallowed many kilometres below him,
. Ngatoroirangi felt an ice-cold fist clasp his heart, causing him to double over in
. agony. Left speechless, he closed his eyes and silently prayed to his sister, Kuiwai,
to send him fire and warmth. Kuiwai heard his pleas and immediately dispatched
~ two fire demons, Te Pupu and Te Houla, to race to her brother’s aid.
* The demons plunged into the Pacific Ocean, swimming towards Mount Tongariro,
' as it is known today. When they surfaced, fire shot from them causing nearby
nd to erupt in flames. With much distance to cover, the pair raced under the
a and deeper still, below the earth’s crust. Each time they lifted their heads to
in their bearings they brought with them fiery molten lava. This left a trail of
eaming thermal activity in their path, which has remained as volcanoes to this
Their violent upheaval of fire beneath the earth'’s crust created the Pacific
ing of Fire. )
) é’j‘-lou a reached their destination, swimming directly beneath Mt
Like rockets, they shot up through the centre of the mountain, exitin
gigantic cone. They reached Ngatoroirangi’s almost lifeless body as |
Qg his final shallow breaths. Sadly, Aruhoe, the faithful slave, was
ut his master was saved by the demons’ fire and he
4 ination to climb Mt Tongariro which broug|
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 Ngatoroirangi?
S|

5) companion
c) chief

e area of New Zealand with the
- most occurrences of geothermal
activity is:
(a) Lake Tauo.
(b) Rotorua.
(@ Mt Tongariro.
&% How the Ring of Fire was created
is the main idea of:
(a) Paragraph 6.
(b) Paragraph 7.
(c) Paragraph 8.
What happened directly after
Kuiwai learned of her brother’s
distress?
(@) The fire demons were sent to

rescue him.

(b) Aruhoe passed away.
(¢) The men broke their fast.
It is most likely that upon reaching
the base of the mountain,
atoroirangi:
shared a celebratory feast with
~ his men.

Something extra

Ngatoroirangi’s orders to his
men is the main idea of:

(a) Paragraph 2.

(b) Paragraph 3.

(c) Paragraph 4.

# You can conclude that
Ngatoroirangi’s sister, Kuiwai,
had incredible:

(a) powers.
(b) speed.
(c) strength.

w In Paragraph 8, it states Aruhoe
was beyond their assistance,
which means:

(a) he refused their help.
(b) he had recovered.
(c) he had passed away.

w What caused Ngatoroirangi to
double over in pain?

(a) The icy conditions of the
mountain.

(b) His men breaking their fast.

(c) The radiant heat from the fire
demons.

@ Complete the sentence to make a

fact, not an opinion. Ngatoroirangi
was:

(a) a spiritual leader.
(b) strong-minded.
(c) fearless.

Q The author’s main reason for writing
this text was to:
(a) explain geothermal activity.
(b) promote tourism to New Zealand.
(c) describe a Maori creation myth.

w In Paragraph 3 the pronoun we in
we'll share a celebratory feast refers
to:

(a) the chief and the gods.

(b) the chief and his slave.

(c) the chief and his men.

* Research and write a natural disaster fact file abous

New Zealand’s Mt Tarawera volcanic eruption.




