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- "You farted again?’ groaned Zinbah loudly.

- ‘Big-stinky-green-bush plant?’ he asked.
- ‘No, not a bush ... it's a place where they, you know,

- 'Eat poo? YUCK! Eeeeek!’ Zinbah screamed, and

Life’s a scream with Zinbah!

- My name is Michael and | have a most unusual job—I am the custodian of an alien. Zinbah

appeared last year when a meteor shower damaged his ship beyond repair and brought it
down to Earth. | discovered him when my dog, Bozo, relieved himself that morning on the
bush Zinbah was hiding in. As Bozo lifted his leg, a scream alerted me to the presence of a
small, cute and suddenly smelly creature. That scream was to soon become part of my life!
Zinbah quickly acquired the ability to speak English and is very intelligent ... but also very
easily terrified. The thing that most seems to lead to fear and confusion for him is the
complex world of human society and customs. | could best explain by recounting just one
day in a typical week.

- We went to the public library so | could research African lions for a school project. | found

an amazingly detailed picture which | decided to copy on the library’s colour photocopier.
Zinbah watched curiously as the machine whirred into action. Then, as the lion image
started coming out of the machine towards him, he let out an ear-piercing scream and
shouted, ‘There’s a lion in the library!’ He ran around in circles screaming, until | tackled

him and explained it wasn't a real lion but just a picture. The old librarian came over with a
stern face to reprimand us, but before she could start, Zinbah asked her why she had cracks
all over her face. | had to explain to him, after we had been evicted from the library, that

it wasn't polite to say unkind things about people’s appearances. Nor was it acceptable
behaviour to run screaming through libraries.

- As we sat out the front of the library, a very pregnant lady walked by. Zinbah stared with all

three eyes in her direction, then loudly asked me what was wrong with her. | explained there
was a baby inside her belly. ‘SHE ATE A BABY!' Zinbah yelled, and ran screaming back into
the library.

- | apologised to the lady before seizing Zinbah and dragging him back outside. | then had to

explain (using simple terms) human development.

- Surmising it might be a good time to go home, we caught a bus across town. Passing the

sewage treatment plant, the unpleasant smell of human waste wafted into the bus.

‘Shoosh!’ | said, embarrassed. ‘It's just the smell of the sewage plant.’

take the stuff from toilets and drains and treat it.’

tried to leap out of the bus window to get away
from the place where sewage was eaten. | tried to
explain over his screams that they treat it, not eat
it, but it was no use.

Days are rarely dull with my little extraterrestrial,
whose misunderstandings, surprises, shocks and
screams certainly keep me on my toes!
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“ The word custodian in Paragraph 1

means someone who:

(a) spends time and money shopping.

(b) keeps someone locked up so they
can't escape.

(c) is responsible for the care of
something or someone.

The cracks Zinbah saw on the

librarian’s face were probably:

(@ cracks.

(b) smiles.

(c) wrinkles.

The main idea of Paragraph 4 is

that Zinbah thought the lady:

(a) was pregnant.

(b) had eaten a baby.

(c) was fat.

What happened before Zinbah told

the librarian she had a cracked face?

(a)— Michag[ explained it wasn't
polite to say unkind things about
people’s faces.

(b) Michael and Zinbah got thrown
out of the library.

(c) Michael used the photocopier.

Michael and Zinbah are alike
because they are both:

(a) easily scared.

(b) aliens.

(c) living on Earth.

The next time Michael goes to the
library to do research, he is most
likely to:

(a) take Zinbah.

(b) not use a photocopier.

(c) go without Zinbah.

You can conclude Zinbah would
be scared of thunder because:

(a) he is scared by many
things.

(b) he’s an alien.

(c) he’s small.

* Write the beginning for a story explaining Zinbah's past

including details of his family, home planet and lifestyle.

a The main idea of Paragraph 1 is:

(a) how Zinbah got his name.

(b) how Michael came to care for
Zinbah.

(c) why Zinbah gets so scared.

Which of these words best
summarises Michael’s character?

(a) jolly
(b) entertaining
(c) patient

What caused Zinbah to stare at

the pregnant lady?

(a) bright lights

(b) confusion and curiosity

(c) bad eyesight

Which sentence contains a fact

and an opinion?

(a) Zinbah’s spacecraft came to
Earth in a meteor storm.

(b) Michael was caring and tried
hard to be a good custodian.

(c) Zinbah is an alien who is not
very brave.

From whose viewpoint is this

text written?

(a) Zinbah's
(b) Michael’s
(c) Bozo's

Initially, Zinbah thought the
sewage plant was:

(a) vegetation.

(b) afactory.

(c) aperson.

The pronoun it in Paragraph 1

refers to:

(@) ameteor.

(b) Zinbah's spaceship.
the bus.
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