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  St. Barbara’s Primary School

       January 2020
               Happy New Year and welcome to St. Barbara’s January Newsletter!
Infant Registration: January 2020
Children who attain the age of 5 years between 1st March 2020 and 28th February 2021 should be registered for school during the week commencing Monday 13th January to Friday 17th January 2020.

Due to difficulties in the past, each child's birth certificate and proof of address in the form of the current council tax bill must be produced.

A Baptismal Certificate should be produced where applicable. 

The dates and times for enrolment at St. Barbara’s are:
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Monday 13th January: 1.45pm – 2.45pm 

Wednesday 15th January: 9.15am – 10.30am

Friday 17th January: 11.15am – 12.15pm
I should be very grateful if you would pass this information to any neighbours who intend to register their child for school. Thank you.
School Uniform: REMINDER
The school uniform policy was amended in November 2016 following an incident of bullying in which a child was singled out due to his/her not wearing a branded jacket. No branded items are permitted and school shoes, not branded trainers should be worn.

Today a very small number of children have come to school with branded trainers and/or branded jackets. Please ensure that your child adheres to the uniform policy – which is in line with that of the high school – and help to keep our school a bully-free zone. 

Thank you.
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Technology: iPods, iPads, DS and games consoles
Santa has clearly been very good to very many of our children! However we do not carry insurance for these expensive items. Please note that these items are not permitted in school in case of loss or damage.

Mobile Phones

Children may bring mobile phones to school on the clear understanding that they must remain switched off and in a school bag once your child enters the school gates and until he/she leaves the school grounds.

I have noticed some very expensive phones in school since Christmas and again, we do not carry insurance for these.

If you think that your child needs to bring a phone to school, please reinforce the message that the responsibility for switching it off and keeping it safe remains with him/her. Thank you.

School and House Assemblies: January 2020
During the month of January the focus for the above assemblies will be on internet safety and on the appropriate/inappropriate use of Social media – which is growing in popularity.

Please be aware that the legal age for registering for Facebook and INSTAGRAM is 13.

Below you can find details of three sites which offer advice and guidance to parents in respect of protecting your children and monitoring the sites used online. The first of these, Thinkuknow, is an education programme from the National Crime Agency’s CEOP Command (Child Exploitation & Online Protection Centre - internet safety). As well as offering advice there is a facility to report any inappropriate content.
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For Parents and Carers - Thinkuknow 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/
Online safety | NSPCC [image: image1]
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
Internet Matters - Social Networking - internetmatters.org‎ [image: image2]
Adwww.internetmatters.org/Social_Networks/Advice
Safer Internet Day is on 11th February!
Parent Council Meeting

[image: image8.wmf]The next meeting of the Parent Council will take place on Monday 13th January at 6.30pm in the school. Any member of the Parent Forum (any parent/legal guardian of a child in the school) is welcome to attend.
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Eco Council and Pupil Council 
The members of the Eco Council are evaluating our school approach towards helping the environment and ascertaining what we can do to as a school community to improve. They will be asking for your views shortly.
The Pupil Council is continuing its work with the Family Group on How Good is OUR School with a particular focus on wellbeing.
New Year Reminders
Water Bottles

Please ensure that your child brings a water bottle to school. Only water is permitted in these. Children can use the water fountains to fill their bottles in school.
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Fizzy Drinks

We discourage these in school and try to promote healthier alternatives.

Nuts

As several of our children have severe nut allergies, St. Barbara’s is a NUT FREE ZONE!

Class Assemblies

P.4/3 Class assembly will take place on Wednesday 22nd January at 10am.
Parents and family members of the children in each class are warmly invited to attend.
School Dental Team
The School Dental team will visit children in P.1 and P.7 on Friday 10th January. Letters will be distributed once we receive them.

Sacramental Preparation: Diary Dates 2020 Reminder
Sacramental Meeting
A meeting will be held in St. Barbara’s Church Hall on Thursday 30th January at 7pm for parents of children who will receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation (P.3) and First Holy Communion (P.4).
Mass of Commitment 

The annual Mass of Commitment will be held on Sunday 2nd February at 9.30am in St. Barbara’s Church.

This Mass is attended by all of the children who will be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion along with their families. The children bring a signed certificate and place it on a basket on the altar, signifying their commitment to the preparation required in respect of each sacrament.

Sacrament of Reconciliation

The Sacrament of Reconciliation will be conferred on Tuesday 24th March at 7pm in St. Barbara’s Church.

Sacrament of First Holy Communion
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The Sacrament of First Holy Communion will be conferred on Sunday 17th May at 12 noon.

Class Assemblies
P.4/3      Wednesday 22nd January at 10am

P.6         Friday 21st February at 10am

P.2         Friday 28th February at 10am

P.1         Friday 13th March at 10am (Miss McEleney)

P.1        Friday 27th March at 10am ( Mrs Brogan) 
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Diary Dates: January
Monday 13th January           Parent Council 6.30pm
W/B 13th January                  Infant Enrolment

Friday 10th January                Dentist: P.1 & P.7

Wednesday 22nd January        P.4/3 Assembly – 10am

Thursday 30th January           Sacramental Meeting – St. Barbara’s Hall at 7pm

February Preview

Sunday 2nd February                 9.30am Mass of Commitment
Friday 7th February                 First Friday Mass
10th/11th February                   Holiday

[image: image13.wmf]Wednesday 12th February       INSET Days: children do not attend school
Thursday 13th February

Friday 14th February              School re-opens at 9am
Wednesday 19th February     P.6 visit to OLHS (Letter to follow)
Friday 21st February             P.6 Assembly at 10am

Wednesday 26th February    Ash Wednesday – Mass at 10am

Friday 28th February            P.2 Assembly at 10am

March/April Preview

Thursday 5th March              World Book Day

Friday 6th March                   First Friday Mass at 10am

Friday 13th March                 P.1 Assembly (Miss McEleney)

Tuesday 24th March             Sacrament of Reconciliation
Friday 27th March                P.1 Assembly (Mrs Brogan)

Wednesday 1st April              Parent Appointments
Friday 3rd April             School closes at 2.30pm for Easter Holiday
Monday 20th April          School opens at 9am
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Happy Birthday
Arran Hammerton    Aria-Rose Lee   Idrees Talib
                  Ronan Bell      Eva Nolan     Paolo Gostoli    Alexander McLaughlin   Ashton Rae
 Hollie McNamara     Keiran New     Junior Clelland     Teighan Moultrie     Sofia Patterson
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                      Lochlan Dodds     Liam Brown     Emilia McIsaac   Nico Ruth
Tips for Parents/Carers 


Thinkuknow is an education initiative by the Child Exploitation and Online Protection(CEOP) Centre - the UK's national law enforcement agency that focuses on tackling the abuse of children.
Internet Safety

· Help your children to understand that they should never give out personal details to online friends they do not know offline.

· Explain to your children what information about them is personal: i.e. email address, mobile number, school name, sports club, arrangements for meeting up with friends and any pictures or videos of themselves, their family or friends. Small pieces of information can easily be pieced together to form a comprehensive insight in to their lives and daily activities.

· Make your children aware that they need to think carefully about the information and pictures they post on their profiles. Inform them that once published online, anyone can change or share these images of them. 

· It can be easy to forget that the internet is not a private space, and as result sometimes young people engage in risky behaviour online. Advise your children not to post any pictures, videos or information on their profiles, or in chat rooms, that they would not want a parent or carer to see.

· If your child receives spam or junk email and texts, remind them never to believe their contents, reply to them or use them.

· It's not a good idea for your child to open files that are from people they don't know. They won't know what they contain—it could be a virus, or worse - an inappropriate image or film.

· Help your child to understand that some people lie online and that therefore it's better to keep online mates online. They should never meet up with any strangers without an adult they trust.

· Always keep communication open for a child to know that it's never too late to tell someone if something makes them feel uncomfortable.
