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St. Barbara’s Primary School
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Welcome to St. Barbara’s October Newsletter!     
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Holiday Information

The school will close at 3pm on Friday 11th October for the October break.

It will re-open on Monday 21st October at 9am. 

P.1 Welcome Mass 

The annual ‘Welcome Mass’ for the children in Primary 1 will take place on Friday 4th October at 10am. This Mass will be led by Primary 7 and the whole school will attend. Please come along and join this special celebration.
Parent Council and PTA
The next meeting of the Parent Council will take place on Monday 7th October at 6.30pm in the school. A meeting of the PTA will follow directly. Both meetings are open to all members of the Parent Forum (any parent or legal guardian of a child in the school). Everyone will be most welcome!
Parent Appointments
Parent appointments will take place on Wednesday 9th October. Please make your appointment online. If you have any difficulties our Office staff will be happy to help.
[image: image5.wmf]World’s Biggest Coffee Morning
Many thanks to all who baked, donated cakes and came to support the coffee morning in aid of Macmillan Cancer Care. 
[image: image6.wmf]The current total stands at £1000. Thank you very much for your generosity towards this very worthy appeal.
STEM News
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STEM Week
This will begin on Monday 21st October. Miss McEleney, our STEM Mentor, has written to all parents requesting the assistance of anyone who works in a STEM-related field. She has organized a Careers’ Fair for the morning of Wednesday 23rd October in the school. She is hoping that parents who have careers linked to STEM subjects will share their STEM working experiences with the children with a specific focus on skills for life and work. If you can possibly support this event, please complete the slip on her letter and return it to school. Miss McEleney will then contact you directly with more details. Thank you!

Maths Week

The official Maths Week began on Monday. However we decided to allocate another week in the school diary due to the September holiday. In the interim period, all of the children were given SUMDOG logins as part of their maths homework for a two-week period. Please encourage your child to participate as the NLC SUMDOG competition closes on Friday 4th October.
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Missio Ambassadors
Missio is the charity linked to all Catholic primary schools in Scotland. The Diocese of Motherwell has asked all primary schools to nominate Missio Ambassadors within the schools who will assume responsibility for organizing charitable work across the school. The children were invited to attend Mass on Tuesday 1st October when they were formally instated by His Lordship, Bishop Toal, Bishop of Motherwell. 

[image: image9.wmf]Many congratulations to them! 
Niamh Doherty
Orlaith O’Neill

Emilia McIsaac

Bishop Toal

Olivia Caldwell

Millie McLaughlan

Mhairi Mackenzie

School House System
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St. Bernadette (red)

St. Andrew (green) 
St. Lucy (blue)

St. Francis (yellow)

During the last few weeks children in the Primary 6 and Primary 7 classes prepared speeches for the rest of the school detailing why they thought that they would be suitable candidates for the roles of House Captain and Vice House Captain. The presentations were super and it was very difficult to select. However the successful candidates are as follows:
	
	House Captains
	Vice House Captains

	St. Bernadette
	Amy Connelly
Michael Keegan
	Aidan Harris

	St. Andrew
	Onycha Fitzpatrick

Niamh Fagan
	Olivia Caldwell

	St. Lucy
	Millie Rodden

Ava Young
	Harris Millar

	St. Francis
	Katie McGinlay

Grace McLaughlin
	Safeia Ahmed


Congratulations to all of them!
Eco Leaders
During the course of last session we had a visit from Continuous Improvement Officers form NLC. Representative groups of children spoke with the visitors and they indicated that they would like to create an Eco Group within the school. Last month the children below were appointed to organize and to lead this initiative. They will now interview for other children to join the team and ask for interested parents to join with them in creating a sustainable plan for the school.
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	Name
	Class

	Ava Healy
	P.7

	Mhairi Mackenzie
	P.6

	Niamh Doherty
	P.6

	Sophie McColligan
	P.6
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Pupil Council
Children from Primary 4 - Primary 7 were invited to apply for membership of the Pupil Council. The candidates gave a speech to the whole school detailing why they should be elected as well as ideas they had to improve the school. Judging the candidates’ speeches were existing members of the Pupil Council and the results are as follows:
	Name
	Class
	Position

	Lucas McAdam
	P.7
	Pupil Member

	Daniel McFall
	P.7
	Pupil Member

	Archie Rae
	P.7
	Pupil Member

	Laiba Talib
	P.7
	Pupil Member

	Nathan Farrell
	P.6
	Pupil Member

	Mia McPake  
	P.6
	Pupil Member

	Hollie McNamara
	P.5
	Pupil Member

	Imogen Di Nardo
	P.5
	Pupil Member

	Rachael Cushley
	P.5
	Pupil Member

	Alessio Crolla
	P.4
	New Pupil Member

	Olivia McGinlay
	P.4
	New Pupil Member

	Freya Millar
	P.4
	New Pupil Member

	Alix Rae
	P.4
	New Pupil Member


Positions have yet to be decided and you will be informed in due course.

Congratulations to all of them!

 Photographer
The school photographer will visit the school on Monday 7th October.
Childsmile

 The Childsmile team will come to the school on Thursday 31st October to see the children in Primary 1 and Primary 2. Parents of children at these stages should have received a letter from the team. 

Please note that this date has been changed by the team; it was originally scheduled for Tuesday 8th October. 

‘Flu Vaccinations

These will take place on Tuesday 29th October. Parents should have received letters from the NHS in respect of this.
Breakfast Service

The breakfast service is running within the school. 
ALL children in P.1 – P.3 are entitled to a free breakfast. 

Children in P.4-P.7 will be charged accordingly with the exception of those who are entitled to free school meals. 

For those who do pay prices are as follows:

One child £1, 2 children £1.50 and 3 children £1.80.

Payment is taken from the lunch card of your eldest child.

Breakfast service opens at 8.15am. Children will remain in the building until 8.45am.

Please do not send children to the school before 8.15am as we cannot guarantee an adult presence before that time, thank you.
Lunch Price Reminder

The cost of a school lunch is £2.10 per day.
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STE Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics




Annual Data Check/Annual Excursion Permission     

[image: image14.wmf]These have been issued. Please complete them and return them to school as quickly as possible.  Many thanks to those who have already done so. Thank you.

Emergency Contact Information

· Please remember to inform the school if you change your mobile/house number

· Please remember to tell us about changes to emergency contacts for your child

                                                                   Thank you!
Class Assemblies
Please find the dates and times for class assemblies below. As these dates run to June of next year, they are subject to change in the case of unforeseen circumstances.
	Date
	Class
	Time

	Friday 8th November
	Primary 5/4
	10am

	Thursday 21st November
	Primary 5
	10am

	Wednesday 22nd January
	Primary 4/3
	10am

	Friday 21st February
	Primary 6
	10am

	Friday 28th February
	Primary 2
	10am

	Friday 13th March
	Primary 1
Miss McEleney
	10am

	Friday 27th March
	Primary 1
Mrs Connolly
	10am

	Friday  15th May
	Primary 3
	10am

	Friday 12th June
	Primary 7
	10am


Educational Visits
Throughout the year the children enjoy educational visits linked to themes they have been studying in class. 

The children in Primary 5/4 have been reading, ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.’ To support this, they will be participating in a Chocolate Workshop’ at The Cocoabean Factory, Braehead on Thursday 10th October. 
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          Halloween

The Parents’ Association has organized a Halloween Disco for all of the children. This will take place in the school on Monday 28th October. Further details will follow.

At the back of the newsletter you will find an emergency contact information slip for use during PTA events. It is essential that this sheet is completed for each family so that you can be contacted in the event of an emergency. 
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These details will be held by the PTA for the duration of Session 2019/2020. Please return the contact information to the school office on/before Thursday 10th October. Thank you.
At the back of the Newsletter you will find a volunteer slip asking for your help at the Halloween Disco and at the Christmas Fayre. If you can spare some time to help at either/both events it would be greatly appreciated by the PTA team. Thank you.
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Assembly Awards

Each month we celebrate success across the school with a variety of awards. While children and their parents learn about success, the wider parent body do not. Therefore, in a new monthly feature, we will publish the names of the children who have received awards and/or certificates for everyone to enjoy.

August Awards

	Class
	Name(s)
	Reason(s)

	Primary 1
Mrs Connolly
	Summer Stark
Johan Johnson
	Super Hickory, Dickory Mouse
Great work on the number 3

	Primary 1
Miss McEleney
	Rosa Connor
Daniel Rice
	Hickory, Dickory sequencing task
Finding rhyming pairs

	Primary 2
	Cate McLaughlin
Caden McKellar
	Fantastic collage of the ‘Burning Bush.’
Super summer holiday story

	Primary 3
	Aiden McColligan
Ollie Rodden
	Excellent information leaflet
Great holiday postcard

	Primary 4/3
	Amelie Goold
Jenna MacLeod
	Fantastic start to Primary 3
Great effort in SUMDOG

	Primary 5/4
	Cole Rodden
Liam McKenna and Yousaf Javid
	Excellent prior knowledge for a task
Working collaboratively to create ‘Chocolate Invention’ packaging

	Primary 5
	Natasha McGeever
Sofia Patterson
	Superb character description
Excellent ‘I am…’ poem and portrait

	Primary 6
	Lennon Doyle
Safeia Ahmed
	Excellent drawing from observation
Great work on growth mindset

	Primary 7
	Gio Tortolano
Jude McMenamin
	Great attitude at Kilbowie
Super tree-climbing at Kilbowie


Support Staff Awards

	Award
	Name(s) 
	Awarded by…

	Excellent Manners
	Olivia McGinlay

Lois Hagerty
	Office Staff

	Helping Hands
	Liam McKenna

Shay Wynne
	Mr Feeney

	Friendly and Kind
	Ava Young

Connor Ward
	Classroom Assistant

ASNAs

	Tidiest Classroom
	P.4/3
	Mrs Beattie

Cleaning Supervisor
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Diary Dates: October
Friday 4th October                  10am Welcome Mass (whole school)

Friday 4th October                   P.4: Girls’ Athletics
Monday 7th October                School Photographer (all classes)

Monday 7th October                 6.30pm Parent Council and PTA

Wednesday 9th October           Parent Progress Appointments

Thursday 10th October            P.5/4 Visit to Chocolate-makers

Friday 11th October                  School closes at 3pm
Monday 21st October                School re-opens at 9am

Monday 21st October                 STEM Week

Monday 28th October                 PTA Halloween Disco
Tuesday 29th October                ‘Flu Vaccinations
November Preview

Friday 1st November                    Feast of All Saints: Mass at 10am

Friday 8th November                   10am P. 5/4   Assembly

Monday 18th November              INSET Day: children do not attend school
Tuesday 19th November             INSET Day: children do not attend school

Thursday 21st November           10am   P. 5 Assembly

Saturday 30th November         Christmas Fayre
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     Happy Halloween
· According to tradition, if a person wears his or her clothes inside out and then walks backwards on Halloween, he or she will see a witch at midnight

· The word “witch” comes from the Old English wicce, meaning “wise woman.” In fact, wiccan were highly respected people at one time. According to popular belief, witches held one of their two main meetings, or sabbats, on Halloween night.
· The largest pumpkin ever measured was grown by Norm Craven, who broke the world record in 1993 with a 836 lb. pumpkin

· Because the movie Halloween (1978) was on such a tight budget, they had to use the cheapest mask they could find for the character Michael Meyers, which turned out to be a William Shatner Star Trek mask. Shatner initially didn’t know the mask was in his likeness, but when he found out years later, he said he was honoured

· The ancient Celts thought that spirits and ghosts wandered the streets on all Hallows’ Eve so they began wearing masks and costumes in order to not be recognized as human.

· The Jack-o-lantern tradition comes from an old Irish folk tale about a man named Stingy Jack. It was said that he was unable to get into heaven and was turned away from the devil because of his tricky ways. So he set off to wander the world looking for a resting place. For light, Stingy Jack used a burning coal ember in a hollowed out turnip. When the Irish immigrated to the U.S. during the Great Potato Famine of 1845-1850, they found that turnips were not as readily available like they were in the homeland. So they started carving pumpkins as a replacement for their tradition.

Halloween Howls!!!

Q: What is the favourite health insurance for ghosts and goblins?

A: Medi-Scare
Q: What do goblins and ghosts drink on Halloween? 
A: Ghoul-ade
Q: What’s a mummy’s favourite kind of music? 
A: Wrap!
Q: What do you call a witch who lives at the beach? 
A: A sand-witch
Q: Why is a ghost such a messy eater? 
A: Because he is always a goblin.

Happy Birthday

Aaron Bell     Rebecca Cushley    Alyssa Graham   Mia Newton   

James Clelland   Matei Bucur    Maya Ballantyne    Cole McKellar     
Liam McKenna      Giovanni Gostoli    Callum Dunn     Mia McPake     Hanna Nowak

                              Dylan Keegan       Marc Fitch     Lucas McAdam     
St. Barbara’s Primary School PTA

FAMILY EMERGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION

Session 2019/2020
The information you provide will be held securely in the school office and used in the case of emergency to contact you at PTA events.

	Child’s Name
	Class

	
	

	
	

	
	


Emergency Contacts

	Name
	Telephone Number
	Relationship to child

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


PLEASE TURN OVER

FOR FURTHER

P.T.A. INFORMATION

St. Barbara’s Primary School PTA

The PTA are looking for volunteers to help at:

1. The Halloween Discos – Monday 28th October

P.1-P.3 6.30pm – 7.30pm         (Includes P.3 children in composite classes) 
P.4-P.7 – 7.45pm – 8.45pm      (Includes P.4 children in composite classes)
2. The Christmas Fayre – Friday 29th November/Saturday 30th November

Friday 29th   (set up) from 1.45pm

Saturday 30th from 9.45am
If you would be able to help at either/both of these events please contact:
1. Halloween: Mrs Donna Rodden             Tel: 07585972652 
2. Christmas Fayre: Mrs Pamela Connell     Tel: 07904061190
                    Mrs Donna Rodden      Tel: 07585972652

Alternatively, please return the slip below to the school and we will pass it on, thank you.
	PTA VOLUNTEER FORM

	I will be able to help at the Halloween Disco(s)

P.1-P.3 6.30pm – 7.30pm  

P.4-P.7 – 7.45pm – 8.45pm

          Both
	I will be able to help at the Christmas Fayre

Friday set up

Saturday

Both

	Child’s Name: ________________________________ Class: _______

	Parent Name: _________________________________________________

Telephone Number: ____________________________________________


