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[image: image5.wmf]St. Barbara’s Primary School 
September 2019
Welcome to St. Barbara’s September Newsletter!
Uniform
Thank you very much for supporting our updated uniform policy. You will recall that the policy was amended in November 2016 following an incident of bullying in which a child was singled out due to his/her not wearing a branded jacket. 

Parents of the new Primary 1 children were told of this during the induction process while everyone else was reminded via newsletters. 

I would like to thank you for adhering so diligently to this policy. The children are resplendent in their uniforms complete with school shoes and jackets; they are a credit to you and to the school. 

P.E. Kit

Please send your child’s P.E. kit into school each Monday. It will be returned at the end of the week for laundering. Thank you.

Breakfast Service

The breakfast club is on in school each morning. Breakfast service opens at 8.15am with children going into the playground at 8.45am. Some children are arriving well before the 8.15am opening time. Please do not drop your children off before the appointed time as we cannot guarantee to have staff available. Children should be here and seated for 8.35pm at the latest.
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Please note that this is a breakfast club which aims to offer children a nutritious meal at the beginning of the school day. We have had a few occasions recently when children have arrived having already had breakfast. There are a number of childcare providers within the local community who offer pre-school/after-school care and we will be happy to help you with telephone numbers and websites should you require this service.

Staffing
We have quite a few changes in staff this session. 
Mrs Johnston has left us to take up a post within the NLC Literacy Base for the foreseeable future. Mrs Boyce is Acting Principal Teacher.

Mrs Graham and Mrs McGill have returned to the school following maternity leave. Miss McMullen who was with us on a temporary basis last session has now joined us on a permanent basis. Mrs Marshall has returned to the school office on a part-time basis. Miss Shreenan has joined us this session along with Mr McIntosh and Mrs Goodwin both of whom many of you will remember.  I would like to welcome them all to the school and I hope that they will all be happy in St. Barbara’s.
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Scholastic Book Fair: 9th – 12th September

The book fair will come to the school on 9th September. Parents of children in P.1 and P.2 are welcome to visit the school on Wednesday 11th September between 9.10am and 10am if you would like to purchase a book with your child.

The book fair will be open for the rest of the school (pupils only) on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday of that week. 

The schools receives a substantial proportion of any money spent by parents to buy library books for each class with each Book Fair and we greatly appreciate your continued support.

Primary 1: Forthcoming events
Our Primary 1 children have settled very well into school and their P.7 Buddies have been a tremendous support to them. Over the next few weeks there are a number of important dates for them:

Wednesday 11th September            
Book Fair: 9.10am – 10am

Thursday 12th September                
Early Level Curriculum Meeting at 7pm in the school hall. This meeting is an opportunity for parents to learn more about the Early Level curriculum, to look at resources and to ask questions about homework etc.

Please complete the slip at the end of the newsletter to confirm your attendance. Thank you.

  Friday 4th October             

First Friday Mass on 4th October will include a special welcome to the Primary 1 children. The children will sing a hymn at the end of Mass and each will be presented with a ‘Welcome Certificate.’ Parents and family are invited to attend Mass in the church at 10am.
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Sustainable Schools: NEWSLETTER DELIVERY 
We are trying to demonstrate a greater awareness of our global footprint in school. In future we intend to send newsletters out via GovDelivery in order to reduce the amount of photocopying within the school. 

If you have not already signed up for this service, please click on the link below and sign up to St. Barbara’s. 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKNLC/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKNLC_115
If you would like a paper copy, please request one from the school office. Thank you.
School Improvement
Priority 1

To improve attainment in Literacy for all children with a particular focus on writing including tools for writing and writing for enjoyment. Targeted interventions will support and challenge individuals and groups as appropriate. 
Priority 2

To improve attainment in Numeracy for all children with a particular focus on challenge and support. High expectations, appropriate pace and targeted interventions will support and challenge individuals and groups. 
Priority 3

To improve the children’s mental, emotional, social, physical and spiritual wellbeing in order to have a positive impact on attainment and achievement.  There will be a specific focus on developing a nurturing environment and on developing and supporting resilience.
Developing in Faith: Serving the Common Good
Priority 4

Cluster Priority: Assessment and Moderation
Improvement in attainment, specifically in reading
Photographer
The photographer will visit the school on Monday 7th October for all classes. 
Annual Data Check/Annual Excursion Permission     
These have been issued. Please complete them and return them to school as quickly as possible.  Many thanks to those who have already done so. Thank you.
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Emergency Contact Information

· Please remember to inform the school if you change your mobile/house number

· Please remember to tell us about changes to emergency contacts for your child

                                                                   Thank you!
Allergy Awareness

In order to help us to maintain an accurate list of children with allergies, please complete the slip at end of this newsletter, if applicable. Please complete it only if your child has an allergy. Please return it to school as quickly as possible. Thank you.
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If your child has a food allergy, you must complete a specialist form in conjunction with your child’s dietician before your child can use the cafeteria service. Please contact the school for further information.

Please note: St. Barbara’s is a NUT-FREE ZONE. 
We have pupils with severe nut allergies. Please do not send nuts into school.
`Bus Travel/ After-School-Care 
Many parents of children who use the school bus will know that we take a bus register each day. If there is any change to your child’s normal arrangements, please contact the school office to let us know.

If there is any change to after-care arrangements, please ensure that you inform the service provider as well as the school. Thank you.
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Bus Bay

The Parent Council was instrumental in getting the bus bay created on Drumcavel Road. A significant number of children travel to/from school by bus each day – please do not compromise their safety by parking in the bus bay. Thank you.

Birthdays
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Birthdays are important occasions for all of our children. We have a special Birthday Wall in the school hall and we have a ‘birthday chorus’ each day in the cafeteria to mark each child’s special day.
In the past parents have very kindly sent in birthday cakes for the children to share. Last session I asked you to refrain from doing this as so many of our children have different types of allergies and they have to be excluded from the celebration. I was very grateful for your whole-hearted support last session and ask that you continue to adhere to this policy.  
Birthday Invitations
We all know how special and exciting birthdays are for all of our children. However there are two important points I would like to draw to your attention:

1. As a school we are NOT allowed to issue class lists due to data protection legislation. We will be happy to give you numbers of boys/girls in your child’s class to help your planning.

2. Last year there were parties to which class groups of boys or girls or indeed practically whole classes were invited. However in one or two instances one child or two children were left out. This caused tremendous upset in school and beyond. Therefore I would ask you to consider this when planning for the special event.

Health Promoting School
Children are welcome to bring water bottles which can be filled during the course of the day to keep them hydrated. However fizzy drinks/energy drinks are not permitted. I ask for your continued support in this matter. Thank you.
Parking
I would like to ask all parents/guardians to refrain from parking in the school car park and on the white lines in Elmira Road. I do realize that it can be very difficult to park in the vicinity of the school and I appreciate the great efforts made by many to park and stride.
Please do not park in the staff car park at any point during the day including prior to the start of the school day. The car park is in use throughout the day, particularly for deliveries where lorries can be very large; consequently the car park can be very dangerous.

The car park is also used by those working in the annexe who also need access throughout the day. 
The children are not permitted to cross the car park at any time, unless accompanied by a member of staff. Thank you.
Parent Council and PTA
Members of the Parent Council were elected last session and their appointments run for a period of three years.

The Parent Council members are a point of contact for all members of the Parent Forum (any parent of legal guardian of a child in the school). They support the school in a wide variety of ways, including school improvement. They were instrumental in getting the bus bay installed on Drumcavel Road.
You are all very welcome to attend Parent Council meetings and the next one will take place on Monday 7th October at 6.30pm in the school.

The PTA is the fund-raising branch of the Parent Forum and they do a tremendous amount of work for the school. Over the years they have raised money for us to buy Ipads, visualizers, gym tops for the P.1 children, ties for P.7 and for the children as they pass into high school, pantomime performances etc.
Mobile Phones/Electronic Devices/Consoles

Many of our children have mobile phones to enable parents to make contact outwith school hours.

I would like to remind everyone that phones must be switched off upon entering the school grounds and may be turned on only once the children have left the school grounds.

If you need to contact your child during the school day, please phone the office and we will be happy to help. 

In addition, some children have brought expensive phones and fitbits, smart watches etc. to school. Please note that we are not insured for these items and any loss/damage will be at the owner’s risk. 
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Additionally, we do not allow the children to bring DS consoles, ipads, ipods etc. to school as we are not insured should something happen to them.
Stranger Danger!

Health and Safety
Should Mrs Grier not be at reception I should be grateful if you would continue to report to the school office upon arrival in the school - via the main door only - where our office staff will be happy to assist you in any way possible. 
During the month of September we will be addressing Stranger Danger for all children.
While you may know many children within the school, you will be a stranger in the eyes of others. We spend a great deal of time telling the children about the dangers of speaking to strangers online. Please emphasize that a stranger could be absolutely anyone – and not who they say they are. More information about online safety can be found below. Thank you for your continuing support.

Internet Safety
Throughout the year we maintain a focus on internet safety during assembly and in class. We use material from the CEOP (Child Exploitation and Online Protection) website to support our work (details for parental access can be seen below).

Throughout the year the children will access the internet in school and at home to help with their work.

 You will be aware the internet hosts many exciting opportunities for education. The online world is a wonderful place for young people to explore, with unprecedented opportunities for learning and creativity; however just like the real world there are risks and dangers they should be aware of and which we should all act to protect them from. As a school we encourage the use of technology as an important part of the children’s development but always want them to spend their time online safely. I am sure that you will support this aim.

Just a few simple steps by you can help keep them safe and help the children to know what to do if they feel uncomfortable about anything they encounter while on the internet.
If you do not wish your child to be able to access any inappropriate content online, please ensure that their computers, laptops and other devices with internet access are all fitted with parental controls. 

You can find free downloadable versions online or you can contact your internet service provider (such as BT, Talk Talk, Sky) for more information.

As a minimum, please set parental controls on your search engines, youtube account and the mobile phone your child uses. 

One of the most popular search engines in the world is Google. You can visit Google’s information safety centre for simple step by step guides - www.google.com/familysafety/tools
Below are a few options available to you; they truly are simple to set, promise.

Visit the Google home page – www.google.co.uk and click on the ‘search setting’ tab in the top right hand corner.
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Scroll down the page and change the filtering options to suit your family’s needs. Make sure you lock the safe search; otherwise these settings can easily be changed without your knowledge.

[image: image2.png]@ Preferences - Windows

httpi//unew.google.co.uk/preference:

B2
<+

X (3 googte

i Favortes | i3 € Thinkuknow - home @ eTForecasts - Executive Su.. ] Suggested Sites v ] Web Slce Gallery »

g Prefrences x

Gl Emilfrom Google | € Thinkuknow - home Google Family Safety Cen..

X Find [jos ] Previous Nt | () Options ~ |

[ Chinese (Traditional) ] Greek ] Persian [ Turkish

[ Croatian [ Hebrew [ Polish [ Ukrainian
[ czech [ Hindi [ Portuguese ] Vietnamese
[0 Danish [0 Hungarian [£] Romanian

[ Dutch [ tcelandic [] Russian

Location Use as the default location in Google Maps, customized search resutts, and other Google products

This location is saved on this computer. Leam more

SafeSearch

Use strict fitering (Filter both explicit text and explicit images)
© Use moderate fitering (Filer explicit images only - default behavior)
Do not fiter my search results

Google Instant © Use Google Instant — predictions and results appear while typing
Do not use Google Instant

Number of Results

0@

This option is unavailable when using Google Instant.

Results Window [C] Open search results in a new browser window.

Google's SafeSearch blocks web pages containing explicit sexual content from appearing in search results

Lock SafeSearch This will apply strict fitering to all searches from this computer using Intemet Explorer. Leam more

i

#100%





You can also set this on your child’s smart phone;

[image: image3.png]@ Google Family Safety Center — i V|

[ &[4[ x [= googe P~

© Thinkuknow - home Preferences

] Previous Next | (] Options ~ |
R > o6 o i

Even from across the room, the colored balls give parents and teachers a clear visual cue that SafeSearch is stil locked. And if you don't see
them, it's quick and easy to verfly and re-lock SafeSearch

‘SafeSearch on your phone Settings o
[Wormmeoseon| &
SafeSearch is accessible on your mobile device by using the browser to access the Safesearch o
Google homepage. Choose settings located at the bottom of the screen and you'll see suice . e M
the option to select Strict, Moderate or to tum SafeSearch off completely e
® Moderate
of -

YouTube Safety Mode

We have Community Guidelines for YouTube that describe the type of content that is and isn't allowed on the site. However, there may be cases
when you'd prefer to screen out content even though it meets our guidelines

Opting in to Safety Mode means that videos with mature content o that have been age-restricted will not show up in video search, related videos,
playlists, shows or fims_ While no fiter is 100% accurate, we use community flagging and porm-image detection to help identify and hide
inappropriate content. It is also designed to hide objectionable comments. Safety Mode on YouTube does not remove content from the site, but
rather helps hide it from users who opt in

Click on the link at the bottom of any video page to select Safety Mode and lock it for that browser with your YouTube password. To leam more,
check out the video below.

& @ Internet | Protected Mode: On Ya v ®100% v





Please be aware that no filter is 100% accurate. CEOP advise that you talk to your child about the sites they use. Why don’t you discuss:

· Their favourite online sites 

· What they enjoy most, the fun aspects of being online?

· What they think can go wrong?

· How would they react if things got out of control? 

Let them know that you understand that situations happen online and that seeing ‘adult’ material can make them feel uncomfortable. Make sure they know that you are there to help.

Visit The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) parents’ information website for more information - www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
Look out for CEOP’s future parent and carers updates. Next addition – Christmas wish lists – Safety made easy.
Many social media sites have a minimum age for those wishing to join; however these are often ignored. Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, WhatsApp and YouTube are all popular with children. In recent years there have been situations where children have posted inappropriate messages and/or videos in the heat of an argument. Sadly on occasions these have caused great hurt and the fallout has been felt both at home and in school. We teach the children that it is really important to think before you type! When children talk to their friends in the playground, their friends automatically pick up on the tone, facial expressions etc. and can determine what is actually meant. When a phrase is posted, meaning can often become unclear and arguments can develop.
If you require any further information, please contact the school and we will be happy to help.

Sacramental Preparation
During the course of this session many of the children will be preparing to receive the sacraments of Reconciliation (P.3) and First Holy Communion (P.4). 

Fr. Campbell will issue letters to parents with children in these classes in due course requesting a meeting with him.

Please return the meeting request slips to the school so that they can be processed accordingly. Thank you.

St. Barbara’s Parish: Change to Sunday Mass Time

From Sunday 6th October the 10am Mass in St. Barbara’s Church will change to 9.30am. This is a result of Fr. Campbell’s additional commitment within the Parish of St. James.
Parent Progress Appointments: October 2019

Parent appointments will take place on Wednesday 9th October with an afternoon and evening session.

Further details will be sent prior to the date along with information on how to access the online booking system. Thank you.


World’s Biggest Coffee Morning

Thursday 26th September 2019
We will be hosting a coffee morning on Thursday 26th September 2019 to support MACMILLAN Cancer Support. Coffee and treats will be available from 9.15am until 11.15am.

Donations of home-baking will be gratefully accepted on Wednesday 25th September and Thursday 26th September.
Please come and support this very worthy cause!


Diary Dates
Friday 6th September                 First Friday Mass

Wednesday 11th September        9.10am – 10am Book Fair (P.1 and P.2 Parents)

Thursday 12th September          OLHS Mass and Open evening for parents of P.7 children

Thursday 12th September          P.1 Early Level Curriculum Meeting/Workshop

Thursday 26th September         Biggest Coffee Morning
Friday 27th/Monday 30th            September weekend
October Preview

Friday 4th October                      P.1 Welcome Mass          

Monday 7th October                    Parent Council 6.30pm followed by PTA meeting

Monday 7th October                     Photographer

Wednesday 9th October               Parent Progress Appointments

Monday 14th October                   October Holiday

Tuesday 29th October                 ‘Flu Immunization
Happy Birthday

                     
Daanish Jamil     Ailbhe McNamara     

                         Amelie Keegan    Jenna MacLeod       Sebastian Nowak
                                    Olivia Ferrie    Olivia McGinlay    Freya Millar   
                          Ethan MacLean     Vincent McManus       Natasha McGeever   
                        Erin Graham   Fraser Sheridan    Shay Wynne    
Ben Canning     Jude McMenamin
                    
Romano McManus    Holly Boyle     [image: image4.png]



Harris Devine    Luce Bryce    Lucy Gillooly     Caden McKellar
               Luke McFall      Dubem Nnoli   Jayden Nicholson    Daniel McFall      
                                               Ava Healy      Gio Tortolano      

Please see over

St. Barbara’s Primary School

Primary 1 Parental Workshop                                       12th September 2019
I will attend the workshop
Name: ____________________________________  Date: ________________

Child’s Name: ______________________________    Class: ________________

Please return to the school on/before Tuesday 10th September. Thank you.

St. Barbara’s Primary School

ALLERGY INFORMATION

My child is allergic to: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Child’s Name: _________________________________________ Class: ________

Parent Signature: ______________________________________ Date: ________

Please complete ONLY if your child has an allergy and return it to the school as quickly as possible. Thank you.

