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What happened when the Spartacists tried to start a revolution?



In January 1919, there was a large demonstration of about 100,000 workers in Berlin. Times were hard, the naval blockade was still causing huge problems in Germany and thousands of people were starving and unemployed. The Spartacists hoped these people could be turned into a revolutionary force and fight for their revolution. Unfortunately for the Spartacists, they had not really planned how to do that. Spartacists supporters did take over the centre of Berlin but there were no clear plans about what to do next. While Spartacist leaders spent hours discussing what to do next, armed workers stood aimlessly in the freezing streets. Then the Friekorps arrived with machine guns on large cars painted with skulls and crossbones and started shooting.

Within one week – known as Bloody Week – the attempted revolution ended in a sea of blood on the streets of Berlin. Almost 700 ‘revolutionaries’ were captured and executed by the Friekorps. Hundreds lay dead and the leaders of the demonstrations and armed revolutionaries were either imprisoned, dead or in hiding. When the leaders of the Spartacists, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, were arrested they never went to trial. Karl was shot, ‘while trying to escape’ and Rosa Luxemburg’s dead body was dumped in a canal.

Ten years later, Hitler came to power. Hitler and the Nazis were right wing which was the opposite of Ebert and the Spartacists. In the early 1930’s, the SPD and the KPD (Spartacists) together received more votes than the Nazis, but the problem was the SPD and KPD would not work together. The KDP hated the SPD because of what happened in 1919 when the Friekorps murdered Karl and Rosa (Spartacists Leaders). So, when the chance came to work together to oppose Hitler, neither the SPD or the KPD would do this. That left the way open for Hitler to rise to power.
