Supporting Literacy: Reading		HISTORY


[image: ][image: ]Word BankBetween 1924-1929 things began to improve for the Weimar Government. The work of Gustav Stresemann and Charles Dawes helped Germany to recover and enter the ‘Golden Age’.
Stresemann improved the economy as he burnt the old notes that had built up and introduced new notes called the Rentenmark. This improved the economy and stabilised hyperinflation. By solving hyperinflation and securing loans from America, Stresemann brought confidence to the German economy.  New jobs were created, and big businesses started. 
In 1925 Stresemann took charge of relationships with other countries, he signed the Locarno Treaty (This treaty was signed so Germany could make better relationships with its neighbours), where Germany accepted the Treaty of Versailles terms of France and Belgium, as long as they never invaded again.  
In 1926, Germany became a full member of the League of Nations which created peace with other countries and Germany had become a world power again.
In 1929, Stresemann reached another agreement with the USA to reduce reparation payments further as part of the Young Plan. This gave Germany 59 years to pay reparations. 
Overall, 1924 to 1929 were known as the ‘Golden Age’ of Weimar. People were happy and supported the Government as they were providing jobs and security.

Rentenmark – New German currency. 
League of Nations – An organisation to maintain world peace. Settles disagreements with other countries.
Reparations – Compensation that Germany had to pay for causing the war.
Choose ONE task to complete in your jotter:
a) Summarise the text in no more than 50 words.
b) Turn the page over and write down what you can remember. Re-read the passage and add anything else you think is important.
c) Create a mind map of information from the text.
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