Supporting Literacy: Reading		HISTORY


[image: ][image: ]Hitler was on trial for treason, the sentence should have been death but he had turned his trial into a spectacular success for the Nazis.  His statements and speeches in court were reported all over Germany where he explained how he had acted to save Germany from a weak government.  People began to ask who were the Nazis and what did they stand for?
Hitler was given a short prison sentence of five years in the comfortable Landsberg prison, in fact he only served 9 months!  Just a few years before the Munich Putsch, the Spartacists who had tried to overthrow the government has been killed for the same crime! 

It seemed Hitler had important friends who sympathised with his views and made sure he was not seriously punished – most of the influential people hated the Weimar democracy and feared Communism.  They agreed with Hitler on many points:
· The Treaty of Versailles was disgraceful.
· Communism must be destroyed.
· Democratic politicians had ‘stabbed Germany in the back’.
· They wanted Germany to be proud and strong again. 
Those influential people thought Hitler could be useful to them in the future so that is why he was let off with an easy punishment. 

Copy out any words you don’t understand at the back of your jotter in your Word Bank.  

Choose a task to complete in your jotter:
a) Summarise the text in no more than 50 words.
b) Pick out the key words and turn them into an appropriate sentence. 
c) Turn the page over and write down what you can remember.  Re-read the passage and add anything else you think is important. 
d) Create a mind map of information from the text.
[image: ][image: ]Hitler was on trial for treason, the sentence should have been death but he had turned his trial into a spectacular success for the Nazis.  His statements and speeches in court were reported all over Germany where he explained how he had acted to save Germany from a weak government.  People began to ask who were the Nazis and what did they stand for?
Hitler was given a short prison sentence of five years in the comfortable Landsberg prison, in fact he only served 9 months!  Just a few years before the Munich Putsch, the Spartacists who had tried to overthrow the government has been killed for the same crime! 

It seemed Hitler had important friends who sympathised with his views and made sure he was not seriously punished – most of the influential people hated the Weimar democracy and feared Communism.  They agreed with Hitler on many points:
•	The Treaty of Versailles was disgraceful.
•	Communism must be destroyed.
•	Democratic politicians had ‘stabbed Germany in the back’.
•	They wanted Germany to be proud and strong again. 

Those influential people thought Hitler could be useful to them in the future so that is why he was let off with an easy punishment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Copy out any words you don’t understand at the back of your jotter in your Word Bank.  

Choose a task to complete in your jotter:
a) Summarise the text in no more than 50 words.
b) Pick out the key words and turn them into an appropriate sentence. 
c) Turn the page over and write down what you can remember.  Re-read the passage and add anything else you think is important. 
d) Create a mind map of information from the text.
image4.png




image1.png




image2.png




image3.png




