What was the SA?

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ][image: ]In 1921, Hitler set up his own private army called the SA (Brownshirts). They were mostly young men, some of whom had been members of the Freikorps. The SA attracted men who wanted action and that often-meant violence. The SA was meant to protect Nazi meetings, but SA members often started the violence and attacked the meetings of political opponents, especially Communists. Germans who were afraid of Communists were relieved when the Nazis took action against them. 
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