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Germany’s leader in 1918 was Kaiser Wilhelm II. Although Germany had not been invaded or defeated by October 1918 the country faced any problems and the people and soldiers were exhausted. America had stopped trading with Germany and the British navy stopped all goods and supplies getting in to Germany, like food, clothing, chemicals and medicines by blockading the channel with boats. Now there were severe food shortages and Germany was running out of raw materials. Conditions in Germany were made worse by Spanish Flu, the flu epidemic that spread across Europe but killed thousands in Germany because the people were already weak.
In October 1918 the German navy mutinied at Kiel naval base and refused to fight the British fleet one last time. After this, other mutinies followed. Across Germany, soldiers, sailors and workers set up councils to run their local areas. This was an idea they had copied from Russia where there had been a communist revolution.
At this point the Kaiser’s closest advisors and German army leaders told him that he could no longer control the country and should abdicate. The Kaiser knew the war was lost and he abdicated on November 9th 1918, fleeing to Holland. The politicians in Germany hoped that with the Kaiser gone, the allies might treat Germany fairly in any peace deal, especially since they promised to make Germany more democratic.
On November 11th 1918 the armistice was signed. This brought WWI came to an end and Germany was had officially been defeated. The government officials who signed the document were nicknamed ‘the November Criminals' by the German people as they thought they had ‘stabbed the country in the back’ since Germany had not been invaded and many thought the war could have been won as this is what the Kaiser had told them.Add new and unfamiliar words here:


