Street Children
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Many children in developing countries whose parents have died, or no longer want to look after them, are left on the streets to live. Some families are so poor that they can’t afford to keep some of their children. The UN estimates there are over 100 million street children worldwide, with that number constantly growing. 

Street children are most often boys aged 10 to 14, with increasingly younger children being affected. Many girls live on the streets as well, although smaller numbers are reported due to them being more “useful” in the home, taking care of younger brothers and sisters, and cooking. Homelessness and street life have damaging effects on children. Their lack of medical care, and their poor living conditions increase young people's risk of illnesses such as chest or ear infections, stomach disorders, and general ill health. 

Children fending for themselves must find ways to eat; some scavenge, beg or steal food.  Many street children are persuaded by adults and older youth into selling drugs, stealing, or other crimes. Drug use by children on the streets is common as they look for means to numb the pain and deal with the hardships of street life. Up to 90 percent of street children use substances, including medicines, alcohol, cigarettes, heroin, cannabis, and solvents. 
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Some reports from Brazil have suggested that many street children have been murdered by the police in order to clean up the streets. Four children are killed every day in Brazil.

