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Gabriella was born in, Sao Paulo in a wooden shack, in the slum. Her mother was a drug dealer and her father a drug addict who used to beat both Gabriela and her mother. Her 10 year old brother Adriano was already on the street. Aged 7, with her brother in her arms, she used to beg for money at the traffic lights. She used to return home, leave the boy and all the money with her mother. If she didn’t do it she was beaten.

On her 11th birthday, her mother sent her to beg at the traffic lights as usual. She went. Her own mother had forgotten her birthday. At the end of the day she took the money collected and spent it on sweets. When she got home, her mother asked for the money. She didn't have any. Her mother beat her and that's when she ran away from home.  

She met Betão who taught her to take drugs, drink alcohol and steal. Her routine was: sleep, wake up either being beaten or robbed, use drugs and steal. It does not take long for her to learn some tricks to survive on the street. She began dating Betão. After about one year, he also started to beat her. A street child charity worker found her lying in an alleyway bleeding from her face with a broken arm. They took her to hospital. It was only when she was being given a medical check-up that she discovered she was pregnant.  She was only 13 years of age.
Memoona’s Story. A child worker in Pakistan.                                             
Memoona makes small kites at home with her mom and two sisters. Memoona has been helping to make kites since she was five-years-old. She makes kites all year long working from 7am in the morning to 7pm a night. Basant is a time when there is a high demand for kites throughout the country. She does not like their boss, who always pressures them to finish the kites faster. Her boss requires the family to produce 300 kites per day in the months leading up to the festival. The whole family earns 900 Pakistan rupees (£6.50) per month. Memoona generally earns 10 Pakistan rupees (75p) for finishing 100 kites. Memoona does not go to school. The little money she earns goes towards helping to feed her family.  

Sandi’s Story. A child soldier from Sri Lanka:

"I was working on the farm and heard that soldiers were coming, so my father told me to hide. But I was caught. The soldiers tied me and beat me and took me to a barracks. There were many small boys there, more than the adults. Many were killed by bullets and rockets. They gave me a weapon and told me how to use it… I used an AK 47; the adults used bigger weapons. I fired the gun but am not sure if I killed people. On the road enemy soldiers came and I tried to run away but a rocket hit my leg. Four people were wounded and some others died in the attack. Government soldiers came and took me to hospital. After two weeks they amputated my leg”. 


