Lesson 5: The Storming of the Bastille		Handout


[bookmark: _GoBack]On 14th July 1789 a prison in Paris called Bastille Saint-Antoine was attacked by a group of angry people who broke into the prison and set the prisoners free.  This event is called 'the storming of the Bastille'.  It was the beginning of what became known as The French Revolution.
On that day, the angry, poor people of Paris invaded the building and released the prisoners.  They invaded the prison and stole the weapons stored inside the prison and the stock of gunpowder. Then, they stole the weapons stored inside the prison.  At the moment when the prison was invaded, the poor people looked very scary and fierce.  They shouted, waving their weapons.  Lots of the protestors waved the tools that they would normally use in the fields such as spades and forks.
The Bastille was a symbol of oppression and injustice. By destroying it, the poor people felt that they were destroying the unfair rules that they hated so much.  The poor people had always hated the Bastille.  Too many poor people had been imprisoned there without having a fair trial.  The rich people had all the power and could do anything they liked.  It just wasn't fair!  
AND....the poor people were suffering from terrible hunger.  There wasn't enough food to go around and yet, the King of France and the royal family and their friends were all having a luxurious life, eating too much and spending enormous amounts of money on clothes and jewels and everything that they wanted.
The poor people of Paris decided that things had to change.  They were going to teach the greedy and selfish rich people a lesson!
After the storming of the Bastille, people made bracelets and brooches from the old stones of the fallen prison!  They also wore buckles and hats in the shape of the towers of the destroyed Bastille. These fashions were known as à la Bastille and by wearing them the people were declaring that they had found freedom and justice. People began to wear the blue, white and red colours of the tricolour flag.
Eventually, the king and queen of France and their friends and relatives were arrested because they did not seem to care about the poor people's hunger.   
[image: ]TASK
Using the information above, answer the questions in your jotter in full sentences.
1. Explain why was the Bastille was targeted for this attack? (3)
2. Describe what happened at the storming of the Bastille. (4)
3. Explain the reasons why the attack happened. (Think about the long-term and short-term causes of the revolution). (4)

On 14th July 1789 a prison in Paris called Bastille Saint-Antoine was attacked by a group of angry people who broke into the prison and set the prisoners free.  This event is called 'the storming of the Bastille'.  It was the beginning of what became known as The French Revolution.
Why did it happen?
The Bastille was a symbol of unfairness because too many poor people had been imprisoned there without having a fair trial. By destroying it, the poor people felt that they were destroying the unfair rules that they hated so much.  
AND....the poor people were suffering from terrible hunger.  There wasn't enough food to go around but the King of France and the royal family and their friends were all having a luxurious life, eating too much and spending lots of money on clothes and jewels and everything that they wanted.
The poor people of Paris decided that things had to change.  They were going to teach the greedy and selfish rich people a lesson!
What happened during the attack on the Bastille?
The angry, poor people of Paris invaded the building and released the prisoners, stole the weapons stored inside the prison and the stock of gunpowder.  At the moment when the prison was invaded, the poor people looked very scary and fierce.  They shouted, waving their weapons.  Lots of the protestors waved the tools that they would normally use in the fields such as spades and forks.
What happened after the attack on the Bastille?
After the storming of the Bastille, people made bracelets and brooches from the old stones of the fallen prison!  They also wore buckles and hats in the shape of the towers of the destroyed Bastille. These fashions were known as à la Bastille and by wearing them the people were declaring that they had found freedom and justice. People began to wear the blue, white and red colours of the tricolour flag.
Eventually, the king and queen of France and their friends and relatives were arrested because they did not seem to care about the poor people's hunger.   
[image: ]TASK
Using the headings from the information above, write bullet points about why, what, where, when and how the Storming of the Bastille happened.
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