Lesson 9: The Terror								JACOBINS  FACT-FILES
 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Georges Danton
“We must dare, and again dare, and forever dare.”

He was known for his ugliness – he had been twice gorged by a bull, and trampled over by a herd of pigs as a child.
He did not agree with Marat and Robespierre that the Girondins be executed as “traitors to the Revolution” so he was thrown out of the government.  He felt Robespierre hadn’t got the guts to arrest him, but he was wrong.  He was sent to the guillotine.  His last words were “Infamous Robespierre! The scaffold is calling you! Your house shall be razed! You shall follow me!”.  He left instructions for his head to be held up for the crowd after his execution because “it’s well worth looking at!”
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[image: ]Jean-Paul Marat
“God has always been hard on the poor.”


He was known as “The Toad” due to his ugliness.  Suffered from a rare disease that left his skin peeling off in lumps.

Marat was soaking himself in an herbal bath to relieve his sores when he was visited by Charlotte Corday, a woman who claimed to have details about a planned rebellion.  Whilst he was jotting down notes, she stabbed him through the heart with a butcher’s knife.
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“Every Revolution eats its children.”

He was a talented lawyer with amazing energy, dedication and intelligence, but with a streak of absolute ruthlessness.
Robespierre reacted to the death of Marat by declaring “Let Terror be the order of the day”. During ‘The Terror’, 40 000 people were guillotined in just a few months.
He called himself “The Incorruptible” and organised a Festival of the Supreme Being, suggesting he was God.
In July 1794 police arrested him and shot part of his jaw off as he tried to escape.  He was carried to the Place de Revolutions in Paris and guillotined facing upwards.
A wax mask was made of his face by Madame Tussaud who exhibited her work in London and later opened a museum.
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“Keep cool and you command everybody.”

He was a young law student who robbed his parents and ran away to Paris where he befriended Robespierre.

He was arrested at the same time as Robespierre. During ‘The Terror’ he had been particularly bloodthirsty but during his trial he had a nervous breakdown.  He had to be dragged screaming to his cell after the death sentence was passed and tore his shirt to shreds as he was being led to the scaffold.
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