Lesson 8: Comparison of 18th Century France to Scotland	 Factsheets


Economy: How Scotland Made Money

Scotland was part of the British Empire and could trade with many countries around the world. Britain had been through the Industrial Revolution which meant many products were made in factories.  This meant that Scotland was quite a rich country.
Scotland bought in tobacco and Glasgow became the biggest tobacco port of the United Kingdom.
The tobacco merchants (people who bought and sold tobacco) were eventually Scotland's richest group of people. They invested lots of their money in Scotland in businesses such as buying land, ship-building and factories and in buildings, schools and hospitals.
Exports (things Scotland made and sold to other countries) included wool and imports (things Scotland bought from other countries) included sugar, tobacco, coffee and tea.

















Monarchy: Strong and stable

In 1789, the King of Britain was called George III. George was shy and stubborn but well educated in science and arts. He bought Buckingham House in London which later became Buckingham Palace. He was interested in farming improvements, and during his reign there were advances in manufacturing mechanisation including the spinning frame and steam engine.
King George ruled alongside a parliament in Britain. Parliament collected money from the king’s lands and in return parliament paid back to him money to fund his staff and expenses, an arrangement that continues today.  This shows that the King in Britain was NOT an absolute ruler.
WAR: Britain had been fighting a war (in America) against France since 1756 which had cost a lot of money.
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The Enlightenment: a new way of thinking
Many people wanted political reform (change) in Scotland. One of the most famous supporters of change was the poet Robert Burns. This is shown in Burns' most famous song, A man’s a man for a’ that, which has ideas about thinking for yourself.

Liberty trees, a French revolutionary symbol, were planted in towns around Scotland and ideas about change were being publicly debated. At Edinburgh, in what became known as the King’s Birthday Riots, thousands of people protested for three days from the 4th of June, 1792. They burnt scarecrows made to look like politicians, and attempted to burn down the Lord Advocate‘s house. The army were ordered to open fire on the people and this stopped the protest, but the authorities worried that there might be a revolution. 
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Life in the country: farm workers (not peasants!)
In 1789 Scotland was a rural (countryside) society and most people were farmers. Scotland was a leading country in farming and industry, with coalmining and a cloth based industries. 
Scotland's rural population generally lived on farm settlements as tenants (people who rented their land) and land ownership was concentrated in the hands of a few rich people. 
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Rebellion: A Jacobite Uprising

[bookmark: _GoBack]In 1745 a young prince, Charles Edward Stuart (Bonnie Prince Charlie), wanted to invade Scotland because he thought his father should be the Catholic King of Britain instead of the Protestant George II. 
Charles arrived in Scotland in August 1745.  The prince marched south, gathering forces as he went. On September 16 he entered Edinburgh. On the next day he announced his father was James VIII of Scotland. 
At the Battle of Prestonpans, on September 21, he defeated the government troops.  Then he marched south to invade England.
On December 6 Charles headed back north, followed by government troops led by the Duke of Cumberland. The two sides finally met in battle on 16 April 1746 at Culloden. 
The battle lasted only an hour. The Duke was victorious, around 1,250 Jacobites were dead. Cumberland then ordered his men to execute all the Jacobite wounded and prisoners (450 people). The Prince fled the battlefield and survived for five months in Scotland despite a £30,000 reward for his capture. The Prince eventually returned to France.  Jacobite sympathisers continued to be attacked and the government introduced severe measures to control the Highlands by destroying the clan system: banning kilts, tartan, the pipes, and extending their control with new roads and forts.
Jacobite means:  a supporter of the Stuart dynasty after the ‘glorious revolution’ of 1688 which replaced the reigning Catholic King, James II, with the joint monarchy of his protestant daughter Mary and her Dutch husband, William of Orange.
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