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Parent/Carer Newsletter

2025 is here! From all staff here in Ravenswood Primary, we wish you all a healthy and happy year.
 
Dates for your Diary 

Monday 6th January			-	School opens
Friday 17th January			-	Doors open afternoon- 1.30pm all welcome!
Wednesday 22nd January		-	Digital Workshop – 9.15am all welcome! 
Thursday 23rd January 			-	Burns celebration P4 – all welcome!
Wednesday 29th January		-	Progress Conferences 

Primary 1 Enrolment

It is time to welcome children and families who will be attending primary school for August 2025 to enrol at school.  Ravenswood Primary will open their doors for enrolment at the following times. 
Tuesday 14th of January - 9:15-10:15 or 1:45 - 2:45
Wednesday 15th of January - 9:15-10:15 or 1:45 - 2:45
Please see the attached poster for more information.  This is also on our school website and noticeboards, please share widely.


Congratulations Miss Robertson!

I am delighted to share with you all that Miss Robertson is now our permanent Principal Teacher.  I am sure you will all agree that she works tirelessly for the community and is a great support and leader in our school.  This is very well deserved, congratulations! 


Burns Celebrations Preparations 

Primary 4 are leading our school Burns celebrations this year.  Mrs Weir and Miss Purdon are preparing a fun service to celebrate and share his work.  All are welcome to join us on Thursday 23rd January at 1.30pm.  You will be entertained with poem recitals and lots of learning fun.  Every class will be learning a poem this month preparing for the Burns celebration.  Winners will be chosen in advance and will perform at the celebration.  We hope you can join us.
 
Collegiate Learning Days

On Monday 20th January Primary 1 – Primary 3 will work collaboratively.  The management team will be supported by Miss Bowman and the support staff focussing on our school Health and Wellbeing Action Plan, RSPB Big Schools Birdwatch and learning about Martin Luther King.
In the afternoon we are inviting parents/carers of P1-P3 children to our school for a ceilidh!  Doors will open at 1.45pm for some ceilidh fun in our hall.  We hope you can make it along. 
On Tuesday 21st January Primary 4 – Primary 7 will work collaboratively, the day will end with a ceilidh at 1.45pm for their families too.
There will be no Ravenswood Primary forest school that week as Miss Bowman will be helping indoors! 

Digital Workshop

On Wednesday 22nd January we will host our first parent/carer digital workshop.  This will be an ideal opportunity to share safety tips for schools and households as well as a chance to see what digital supports are in use in school. Our local community Police Officer Scott Douglas will be joining us sharing his expertise.  In 2024 we successfully achieved our school Digital School Award.  This workshop helps to secure the next level as we aim to continually improve.  We hope you can join us.  Please use the link below or QR code to sign up, we can only go ahead with the support of the community.

Wednesday 22nd January – 9.15am – 10.15am

https://forms.office.com/e/06zY0nAWxT?origin=lprLink
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School Car Park and Playground
As you will know, our school car park is not the biggest! We have a big bus and after school care mini bus that must access it twice daily. Please park and stride using designated parking spaces and leaving pavements clear for our children to walk safely to school. The car park can be accessed between 8.15am and 8.30am to drop off any children attending breakfast club. If you are dropping children off after 8.30am, please do not use the school car park. Please do not use the car park at the end of the school day for collections as it is impossible for the school bus to turn. Our school car park has one disabled access space. This must be used by a child in our school. Any parents/carers who require to use the disabled bay can arrange to do so by contacting Mrs Hawthorn 01236 632100.
P1 – P3 children are escorted to the gates by the teaching staff to ensure they are met with a safe adult. P4 – P7 leave independently. Please wait at the gates for children to leave the playground. Please share this message if any family members or friends are supporting with collection at the end of the day.
Thank you for cooperation keeping our children safe.

Open Afternoon and Progress Conferences
On Friday 17th January we will open our school doors from 1.30pm.  This is a chance for you to sit with your child and look through their learning.  It is also nice to have a look at class Golden Books, our art gallery and wall displays.  There is so much to be proud of.  Class teachers will be leading learning in the classrooms at this time and are unable to meet parents/carers for progress updates.  Time will be given to this at Progress Conferences on Wednesday 29th January.  Mrs Reid will send out information about the online booking system closer to the time to ensure you get a time that suits you best to meet with staff.


Miss Purdon Returns!

We are so excited to welcome Miss Purdon back to school after her maternity leave, it is great to have you with us again!  Miss Purdon has enjoyed her maternity leave but certainly missed the whole school.  We are delighted to have confirmed that Miss Reid will continue in our school for the remainder of the school session.  To minimise disruption to learners as much as possible, Miss Reid will lead Primary 3 class from January 2025 – June 2025.  Miss Purdon now supports P6 on a Tuesday, P7 on a Wednesday and P4 each Friday.  All of the children are aware of this having heard the good news at SHANARRI time.  
Miss Goodbrand has been a fantastic Acting Principal Teacher and we would all like to take this opportunity to say a HUGE thank you! 

Absences and Late Comings

The office role is very busy, please help us out by emailing or calling the school to inform us if your child is off.  The school phone has an answering machine that is checked throughout the day.  Please inform the school, ideally prior to 9am.  This saves Mrs Reid having to contact individual families.
enquiries-at-ravenswood@northlan.org.uk
01236 632100
We are lucky that our school is well supported by a Family Engagement Support Assistant (FESA).  The FESA supports families identified by the school whose attendance is concerning.  Our aim is for children to attend at least 95% of the school year.  We understand that this is not always possible.  Communication is vital so we know why children are off school. We are keen to support in any way we can.
We have noticed that many children are attending late to school and missing vital teaching time. The school is happy to help families who are struggling with time keeping. I have attached the council Attendance Matters information guide for your reference. 



Community Learning and Development Officer

Our Community Learning and Development Officer, Val is amazing!  She supports many families in our community and would love to add more!  Please see attached information regarding the workshops she has on offer.  This information is also on the school app.  If you would like Mrs Hawthorn to make a referral on your behalf, please contact the school.
NLHawthornr@northlan.org.uk or 01236 632100


Financial Inclusion Team

The Financial Inclusion Team help North Lanarkshire residents with money advice and welfare benefits.  The team includes a combination of debt advisers and welfare rights staff.  If you are worried about debt or experiencing financial difficulties, the debt advisers can provide free, impartial and confidential advice.  If you would like Mrs. Hawthorn to make a referral please do not hesitate to contact the school.
NLHawthornr@northlan.org.uk or 01236 632100


Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Care

Cumbernauld and Kilsyth Care are a registered charity, working since March 2016, with the aim of helping families in our community. They provide two services in our local area – a school uniform bank and a Baby bank, both of which support children of all ages.  If this is a service that could help your family please contact the school.  Mrs Hawthorn would be delighted to make a referral on your behalf. 
NLHawthornr@northlan.org.uk or 01236 632100



School Information

Keep up-to-date with the latest School news and events on:[image: ]


Twitter:  Follow us on @Ravenswood PS 
Our Twitter feed is updated daily.  

[image: ]
School Website:  https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/ravenswoodps/

Please visit our School Website for more School, staff and class information. 
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Contact Us -  Telephone - 01236 632100

[bookmark: _GoBack]First point of contact for all enquiries should be directed, in the first instance, to the School Office on the above telephone number.  In most cases, these enquiries can be addressed and answered promptly by School staff.  These arrangements should also be followed for any other specific issues which might require the personal attention of the Class Teacher and/or Principal Teachers or Head Teacher during School hours. 

Changes to information

Please note that some information included in this Newsletter may be subject to change. If any changes are made, Parents/Carers will be notified in advance via email, Twitter and/or letter.  
[image: Bitmoji Image]
Many Thanks

Thank you for your continued support, it means the world to us!


Diary Dates

It is possible that some changes will be made throughout the school year.  Please keep an eye on newsletters and check your emails for updates from staff.

January

14th and 15th January 							P1 Enrolment 2025-2026
17th January at 1.30pm 						Open Afternoon
20th January at 1.45pm 						P1-P3 Ceilidh 
21st January at 1.45pm 						P4-P7 Ceilidh
22nd January at 9.15am						Digital Workshop
23rd January at 1.30pm 						P4 Burns Celebration
29th January from 3.30pm						Progress Conferences

February
17th – 19th February 2025 						Holiday

April 

3rd April 2025 at 1.30pm						P4/5 Easter Service
3rd April 6.30pm – 7.30pm 						P1 – P3 Disco 
3rd April 7.45pm – 8.45pm						P4 – P7 Disco
Friday 4th April at 2.30pm						School closes
7th April – 21st April							Holiday
22nd April 2025								School returns
30th April 2025 at 3.30pm						Family fun event

May

5th May 2025								School closed 
6th May 2025								Holiday
21st May 2025								Progress Conferences
23rd May 2025 – 26th May 2025					Holiday

June

4th June at 1.30pm 							Whole School Concert
5th June at 6.30pm							Whole School Concert
12th June 6.30pm – 7.30pm 						P1 – P3 Disco 
12th June 7.45pm – 8.45pm						P4 – P7 Disco
13th June at 1.30pm 							Celebration of Achievement
20th June at 1.30pm 							P6-P7 Summer service
25th June at 1pm								School closes
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