Example Dissertation Tasks

1. What are the similarities and contrasts in Fay Weldon’s novels ‘Praxis’, ‘The Life and Loves of a She-Devil’ and ‘Splitting’ which demonstrate the rationale behind the heroines’ actions, and in what way do these acknowledge the depth of women’s issues?

2.
A detailed comparative study of “Catcher in the Rye” and “The Beastly Beatitudes of Balthazar B”, focusing particularly on how idiom, narrative style and narrative structure can manipulate our appraisal of the narrator as a filter of experience.

3. 
A critical examination of the role of the male characters in Thomas Hardy’s ‘Far From the Madding Crowd’, Tess of the D’urbervilles’ and ‘The Mayor of Casterbridge’.  I intend to deal with the techniques used to highlight the different natures of selected male characters in each novel.

4. A critical examination of the individual versus society in George Orwell’s ‘1984’, Aldous Huxley’s ‘Brave New World’ and Ray Bradbury’s ‘Fahrenheit 451’.  I intend to make a comparative study of the literary techniques used to portray character and theme.

5. A comparative study of the satirical skills of Jane Austen in ‘Pride and Prejudice’, ‘Mansfield Park’ and ‘Sense and Sensibility’.  I intend to look at Austen’s use of satire to develop her characters and themes.

6. A comparative literary examination into the principle characters of three of Truman Capote’s novels: ‘In Cold Blood’, ‘Breakfast at Tiffany’s’ and ‘Music for Chameleons’.  I intend to study Capote’s use of language to highlight the differences and similarities between the characters of these novels.
7. A comparative literary study of Charles Dickens’ classics ‘Great Expectations’, ‘Hard Times’ and ‘Nicholas Nickleby’.  I will concentrate on the themes of poverty and alienation, and I intend to explore how Dickens uses themes in his novels to develop characters and their situations.
8. A critical analysis of the techniques used by George Orwell in his novels ‘Animal Farm’, ‘Down and Out in Paris and London’ and ‘Nineteen Eighty-four’ to portray the problems in society.  I intend to examine the recurring themes of the individual against society and Orwell’s portrayal of political manipulation.
