Advanced Higher Creative Writing
· Get yourself a little notepad/jotter to act as your writing journal and allow you to gather your ideas and inspiration in one place.  It is useful if this is small enough to carry around with you at most times because inspiration can come at anytime but can also be easily forgotten, so try to write down anything that comes to mind – even if you don’t think at first that you can develop it.

· Write about things that interest you (possibly things you have experience of although this is not always necessary).  Your writing should contain your personality, your thoughts and perspective of the world.  Overdone, common themes and topics can be refreshed by presenting them from a new, younger, individual perspective.

· Always know what you want your writing to convey to the audience.  Only once you know that can you make decisions about how you are going to get your message across by combining character, symbols, imagery, structure, narrative etc.

Once a piece of work has been completed and handed over to be read by another individual, the writer no longer has any control over it.  It is open to individual interpretation and every word, object, idea is open to scrutiny.  

When analysing texts this means that there are no wrong answers, as long as they can be justified successfully using evidence from the text.  One well justified interpretation is no less valid than another interpretation which has been equally justified.  However, we must be careful not to take any one aspect and try to analyse it devoid of its context and relationship with the rest of the text.  An isolated symbol could suggest many diverse ideas but when analysed alongside other aspects of the text, meaning should become clearer.

In your own writing, this is important because when drafting and redrafting a piece of work you must try to ensure every word, image, symbol you use and every decision you make has been considered fully to ensure it clearly performs the function and conveys the idea that you need it to in order to effectively convey your overall meaning and achieve your purpose.  If you mention anything that does not have a part to play in conveying your meaning to the reader then it is superfluous and can be removed.

Free Writing Activities
Rules:  
· Free writing is an opportunity to let your ideas flow naturally onto the paper without stopping to consider or revise them.  From these initial ideas, inspiration can be taken and then the ideas can be chewed over and revised.
· When writing, you should write for the entire time (about 5-10 minutes) without stopping or going back to change things (even misspellings or grammatical errors)

· If you come to the end of an idea and can’t develop it any more, simply start a new strand.

· These exercises are for your benefit and nobody else has to see them.  They allow you to get into the habit of writing continuously and allowing the ideas to flow rather than worrying about the inevitable ‘writer’s block’.  Having said this, as you gain more confidence, it can be worthwhile to hear your ideas read aloud or to share them with others to help you see the potential of some of the ideas.

Exercises
1. Imagination: write for 5-10 minutes non-stop on the subject of imagination.  Explore what it is, show what it is.  Perhaps consider whether it is something internal, external or a bit of both.

2. Character: Study the following facts about a character – 

Objects they would always carry with them: 
Bottle of water







Brightly coloured scarf







Glasses







Lip Balm

Object they would never carry with them: 
Diary

Put these objects into the centre of a blank page and think about what sort of personality/character this person is.  Write down your ideas in a spider diagram surrounding the object.  Add any other facts about the character that occur to you e.g. do they have a family, do they work etc.

Now consider where you see this person spending their time.  Choose a setting that you can imagine the character in.

Place your character in the chosen setting and write for 5-10 minutes non-stop revealing the character gradually.  Try to make reference to some of the objects mentioned.  You can choose whether to write in a 1st or 3rd person narrative.
3. Choose a colour and write about it for 5-10 minutes non-stop, without mentioning what the colour is.

4. Write for 5-10 minutes on the topic: What your pen would say about you

5. Write for 5-10 minutes non-stop using the starter sentence… ‘I remember when…’

6. Write for 5-10 minutes non-stop using the stimulus: ‘This Moment’

7. Find a photograph or picture of a distinctive setting.  Write for 5-10 minutes non-stop describing or revealing the setting.

8. Choose two characters who are connected by a relationship (e.g. father and son, husband and wife, brother and sister).  Jot down a few words to describe each of the characters so you have a clear idea of their character and voice.  Decide on a conflict between the characters – something they disagree about (e.g. son wants to join the army but mother is worried, husband is having and affair and doesn’t think wife knows but she does and is building up courage to throw him out)

Choose one of the characters and write for 2 minutes, revealing their internal thoughts about the other character and about the conflict.  After 2 minutes switch to the other character and write from their perspective for a further 2 minutes.  Switch at least twice more.
Further Activities

Symbolism

Symbols are important to writers because they allow the writer to convey a complicated idea in a small space – just one object (particularly important in shorter texts such as short stories and poems where there is restricted space).  Also, they give the text deeper levels of meaning and allows the reader to get involved and piece the bits together, enjoying the text at different levels.

Symbols can be linked together or used throughout a text to remind the reader of key ideas or they can be revisited but in a slightly different form to reflect changes in the story or character e.g. an egg that symbolised hope and new beginnings early on in the story could be found shattered later on to reflect a characters broken dreams or shattered potential for growth.

Consider the 8 objects below and for each one create a spider diagram with the symbolic associations of each one.  Start with the most obvious associations and then dig deeper to other levels of meaning:

· An egg

· A Candle

· An apple

· A key

· A Mirror

· A Clock

· A Caged Bird

· A Flower

It is important to consider the symbolic associations of any object you choose to include in a story to ensure it is used to convey your meaning and achieve your intended purpose.  Make sure any ambiguity in meaning is deliberate so that the reader is not left confused as to meaning (unless this is deliberate and the intention).  Considering the state of the object or how you describe it can also enhance meaning e.g. is the mirror polished or cracked? Is the flower a new shoot or withering away, is it a weed?
Task:
Choose one of the above symbols (if you want to challenge yourself you could combine 2 or 3 of them) and use it within an opening descriptive paragraph(s) – about a 100-200 words.  Use the symbol to help reveal or enhance the atmosphere and the character’s initial situation, state of mind.

Gathering inspiration:

Gather the following items from the world around you:

· A couple of lines from an overheard conversation

· A headline or sign

· A picture or description of a character

· A picture or description of a setting

Combine the items and try to mind map the ideas/thoughts generated from them.  Look for links between the items and how the seemingly unrelated ideas can be brought together.

Use the items and incorporate them into an outline of a story – thinking particularly about the themes and ideas the story would deal with.
