

Hunger and climate change are two of the greatest problems facing humanity today.  We recently hit the one billion hungry people mark, and climate change is already a terrifying reality for people living in areas such as drought-stricken east Africa or flood-prone Bangladesh.  As politicians dither about how to deal with our imploding

climate, millions of poor people spend their days facing the consequences.

Unbelievable as it may sound, the EU and other developed countries have found a way to make both problems worse: biofuels.


Biofuels are fuels that come from plants.  ActionAid is particularly concerned about “industrial” biofuels, where crops including maize, wheat and sugar are grown on a 

large scale to produce fuel for transport, instead of food for people.

While it’s true that industrial biofuels are not new - Brazil and the US have been producing ethanol for decades - what is new is the sheer scale of the boom.  In 2007, it was estimated that 27 million hectares of land were being used to grow industrial biofuels.  By 2020 global consumption will more than triple.


A few years ago, biofuels seemed like a great idea. Turning plants into petrol would make carbon-free cars possible - even green groups thought biofuels could be a miracle fuel. But sadly it hasn’t worked out like that. 

The more research is done, the worse biofuels look.

ETHICAL AND PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS


In 2008 food prices soared, pushing a further 100 million people below the poverty line and driving 30 million more into hunger. There is wide agreement that diverting food into fuel use was responsible for at least 30% of the price rises.

It isn’t surprising that using maize and wheat to make biofuel reduces the amount available for people to eat.  Sometimes there is direct competition: food that you or I could eat goes instead to our cars. Often it is a bit more complicated than that: land that is used to grow biofuels could be used instead to grow food crops.  But the result is the same; poor people have less access to the food they need to survive.

At the same time, it has become clear that biofuels don’t actually help solve climate 

change, one of the main problems they are meant to address.  Biofuels are renewable, 

in the sense that they can be grown every year.  But that doesn’t make them 

“carbon neutral”.

In fact, many types of biofuels actually cause more greenhouse gas emissions than fossil fuels.  Heavy use of fertilisers on the crops releases huge amounts of nitrous oxide, a gas 300 times more powerful than carbon dioxide.  Meanwhile, the demand for new land for biofuels is causing thousands of hectares of forests to be torn down, 

causing a huge release of carbon into the atmosphere - not to mention the ethical implications of the continued destruction of the world’s forests.

Despite this, governments are still spending billions of pounds subsidising biofuel crops. 

This is money that could be used for improving real solutions: anything from 

increasing fuel efficiency of cars to installing wind turbines.  Effective action is urgently needed.  If we don’t stop dangerous climate change, yields from agriculture fed by rainfall could drop by 50% in some African countries by 2020.  Biofuels are a red herring, distracting us all from the real task of reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

CHANGING THE TARGET


Current European Union legislation requires 10% of transport fuel to come from renewable sources by 2020, and biofuels are expected to meet the bulk of this demand.  

Unless this target is revised, European biofuel use will expand fourfold.  If global 

biofuel use increases as predicted, 600 million more people will be driven into hunger 

by 2020.


Politicians are, quite rightly, looking for any possible way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.  The problem is that many of the answers they are coming up with, biofuels included, are based on hope rather than science.  The hard truth is that we in rich countries need to make real changes to our lifestyles and economies - by addressing our own issues of consumption - in order to make the necessary fundamental shift.  

Swapping plants for petrol just isn’t the easy solution we’d all love to find.

Action Magazine
1.    Look at lines 1-5. 

       a)   What evidence does the writer give for her opening statement:

             “Hunger and climate change are two of the greatest problems facing humanity

          
  today.”?








          (U)2

       b)   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice reveals her attitude to

              politicians.








          (A)2

2.   Comment on the effect of one feature of sentence structure in lines 6-7.
          (A)2

3.   Look at lines 8-14.

      a)   Explain the function of inverted commas in line 9.


                      (A)1

      b)   In your own words explain why ActionAid is particularly concerned  

             about industrial biofuels.




            
          (U)2

      c)   Explain the function of parenthesis (dashes) in lines 11-12.

          (A)2

4.   “The more research is done, the worse biofuels look.”

      Look at lines 19-37.

      a)    How convincing is the writer that research has been done?
 

           (E)2

      b)    In your own words outline the writer’s main arguments against biofuels?            (U)5

      c )   How effectively does any one expression used by the writer persuade us to her 

              point of view?







           (E)2

5.  Explain what the writer means in line 43 when she says that biofuels are a “red   

     herring”. 









          (U)2

6.   Explain the function of the parenthesis in:

      a)   line 50 (commas);

      b)   lines 51-52 (commas);   

      c) 
 lines 53-54 ( dashes).

 





          (A)6

7.   Explain in your own words what the “hard truth” facing rich countries is.
          (U)2    

      








            Total:   30 marks
My last thought is does the number 3 in the name “Th13teen” really work (I mean, does a 3 really look like an R?) when – clank, bang, jolt – we’ve started. This is the best part of roller coasters, I always think: the first few seconds when the angle of the world suddenly becomes acute and you do that long climb to the top. Then we’re there. The clanking stops. It goes quiet. I can hear, 62ft below us a child saying something to his mother. And then, suddenly, the angle changes again, we’re pitched forward and the earth is coming up towards us.

A few minutes later, the world having blurred past us in about 30 seconds or so, we follow the path away from Th13teen and pass a huge TV screen. Tom Baker’s voice is booming out of it (Tom Baker’s voice is always booming out of screens). “Vote for your favourite ride at Alton Towers Resort!” he booms. And so I do.

I vote for Th13 teen because, of all the rides we’ve experienced on this day-trip to Britain’s most famous theme park, it’s the one with the twist. In other words, just when you think you’re used to its quite old-fashioned dives and swoops, there is a nasty/wonderful surprise which I can’t tell you about here because it would spoil the whole thing. It would be like telling you the end of a thrilling mystery. The twist is the thing.

Later I start to think that perhaps the top place in the contest for best roller coaster should be shared between Th13teen and Rita. And that’s another curious name for a roller coaster, isn’t it? We decide we like Rita because all the surprise is packed into the first second or so when you’re shot, like a stone from a catapult, straight out of the starting position. It’s 0-60mph in 2(5 seconds. And there’s a G-force of 4(7 which is more than astronauts have to endure.

Launched in1998 it was a remarkable breakthrough in roller coasters at the time. Instead of the traditional up and down – the mad railway – this was a vertical drop, in fact. It was a roller coaster that threw you head-first into a dark pit in the earth. It probably converted atheists to religion and it’s still the fastest ride in the park.


There are two other rides in the competition: Nemesis, which spirals you around the track on the outside of the rails, and Air, whose gimmick is that rather than sitting down, you dangle horizontally over the crowds. If you get in the front row, squint your eyes and spread out your arms and legs, you get the extraordinary feeling of skimming the earth without any apparent means of support. Air tries to impress you but it’s still not as good as Th13teen.


Later I discover that one person who votes in the competition will get the chance to be part of the team designing the next Alton Towers ride, and that gets me thinking about what kind of roller coaster I’d design. At first I rather liked the idea of two carriages side by side that would race each other around the track like a giant Scalextric, but eventually I prefer one that takes its time. It would be for the true roller coaster connoisseur. You could sit back and savour the terror in beautiful slow motion. Perhaps I’ll win and join the design team. Perhaps it will happen.

Mark Smith for The Herald Magazine
1.
Where exactly is the author when he has his “last thought” (line 1)?                     (U)1 

2.
Why does the author add “clank, bang, jolt” to line 2?                                            (A)1 

3.
In your own words explain why the author thinks the first few seconds is

      the best part of roller coasters. (lines 2-6)                                                                (U)3

4.
How does the language in lines 7-8 convey the speed of Th13teen?                      (A)2

5.
What does the word “booming” (lines8 & 9) suggest about Tom Baker’s voice?  (U)1  

6.
Explain how “And so I do” (line10) acts as a link.                                                  (U)2

7.
In your own words explain why the author voted for Th13teen.(lines11-15)        (U)2 

8.
What is the effect of : 

“And that’s another curious name for a roller coaster isn’t it?” (lines 17-18)         (A)1

9.
How well does the language of lines 18-20 suggest the speed of Rita?              (A/E)4                  

10.
 In your own words explain what made Rita “a remarkable breakthrough” 

(line 21).                                                                                                                   (U)2

11.
 How does the context help the reader to understand the meaning of “atheists”

(line 24)?                                                                                                                   (U)2

12.
 Explain the use of the colon in line 25.                                                                   (A)1                                                                   

13.
 In your own words describe the “extraordinary feeling” (line 28).                       (U)2

14.
 In what ways would the author’s roller coaster design be for the :

“true roller coaster connoisseur” (line 34). Use your own words.                           (U)3

15.
 (a)  What is the tone of the last two sentences (lines 35-36) of the passage?         (A)1

 (b)  How does the sentence structure convey this tone?                                       (A)2

                                                                                                                         Total:   30 marks
My first sight of England was on a foggy March night in 1973 when I arrived on the 

midnight ferry from Calais. For twenty minutes, the terminal was aswarm with 

activity as cars and lorries poured forth, customs people did their duties, and everyone 

made for the London road. Then abruptly all was silence and I wandered through 

sleeping, low-lit streets threaded with fog. It was rather wonderful having an English 

town all to myself.

The only mildly dismaying thing was that all the hotels and guesthouses appeared to 

be shut up for the night.  I was standing wondering what to do when I noticed a grey 

light of television filling an upstairs window of  a guesthouse across the road.  

Hooray, I thought, someone awake, and hurried across.  The front path was pitch dark 

and in my eagerness and unfamiliarity with British doorways, I tripped on a step, 

crashing face-first into the door and sending half a dozen empty milk bottles 

clattering. Almost immediately the upstairs window opened.

“Who’s that?” came a sharp voice.




I stepped back, rubbing my nose, and peered up at a silhouette with hair curlers. “Hello, I’m looking for a room,” I said.

“We’re shut.”


“Oh.”

“Try the Churchill. On the front.”


“On the front of what?” I asked, but the window was already banging closed.

The Churchill was sumptuous and well lit and appeared ready to receive visitors. 

Through a window I could see people in suits in a bar, looking elegant and suave.  

I hesitated in the shadows, feeling like a street urchin.  It was clearly beyond my

 meagre budget. So I turned reluctantly from the Churchill’s beckoning warmth and 

trudged off into the darkness.

Further along Marine Parade stood a shelter, open to the elements but roofed, and I 

decided that this was as good as I was going to get.  With my backpack for a pillow, I 

lay down and drew my jacket tight around me.  The bench was slatted and hard and 

reclining in comfort was an impossibility.  I lay for a long time listening to the sea 

washing over the shingle below, and eventually dropped off to a long, cold night of 

mumbled dreams.  I awoke with a gasp about three, stiff all over and quivering from 

cold. I dug shiveringly through my backpack and extracted every potentially warming 

item I could find - a flannel shirt, two sweaters, an extra pair of jeans.  I used some 

woollen socks as mittens and put a pair of boxer shorts on my head as a kind of 

desperate headwarmer, then sank heavily onto the bench once more. 

I was awakened again by an abrupt bellow of foghorn and sat up feeling wretched but 

a little less cold.  I sat there for some time, a young man with more on his mind than

in it.  I took off my sock mittens and looked at my watch.  It was 5.55 a.m.  Where could

I go at that hour?  I picked up my backpack and shuffled down the prom, to get my circulation going.

Near the Churchill, now itself peacefully sleeping, I came across an old guy walking a 

little dog.  The man nodded a good-morning as I drew level.  “Might turn out nice,” 

he announced, gazing hopefully at a sky that looked like a pile of wet towels.  I asked 

him if there was a restaurant anywhere that might be open.  He knew a place not far 

away and directed me to it.  “Best transport caff in Kent,” he said.

“Transport Calf?” I repeated uncertainly.

“Very popular with the lorry drivers. They always know the best places, don’t they?”  He smiled, then leaned towards me as if about to share a confidence.  “You might want to take them pants off your head before you go in.”


I clutched my head - “Oh!” - and removed the forgotten boxer shorts with a blush.  I 

tried to think of a succinct explanation, but the man was scanning the sky again.

“Definitely brightening up,” he decided, and dragged his dog off.  I watched them go, then turned and walked off down the promenade as it began to spit with rain.

From Bill Bryson, Notes from a Small Island (adapted)
1.   Look at the opening paragraph.  
      (a)   Explain in your own words what the writer means when he says “the  

             terminal was as warm with activity.”
                                                          (U)2 

      (b)   Comment on the effect of the word “abruptly.”


          (A)1

      (c)   In your own words explain in what ways the streets were different 

 from the terminal.






          (U)2

2.   Explain what the expression “The only mildly dismaying thing” (line 7)  

      reveals about the writer’s feelings at this time.     


          (U)2

3.   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice in lines 10-11  

      conveys his excitement at the possibility of finding a place to stay.                  (A)2

4.   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice in lines 11-13 highlights 

      the extent of the disturbance he makes as he approaches the guesthouse.         (A)2

5.   Look at lines 14-20.

      Show how the writer conveys the unfriendly character of the guesthouse  

      owner through word choice AND sentence structure.   

      Comment on one example of each.                                                                    (A)4




                                                                                            

6.   Look at lines 21-25.

      (a)   Explain in your own words what kind of place the Churchill is.
          (U)2

      (b)   Explain in your own words why the writer could not stay at 

             the Churchill.







          (U)1

7.   Look at lines 26-35.

      In your own words state two features of the Marine Parade shelter that 

      make it an uncomfortable place to spend the night.


          (U)2

8.   Explain the function of the dash in line 33.



          (A)2 

9.   Comment on the effectiveness of the simile or image “a sky that looked 

      like a pile of wet towels” (line 43).




           (E)2

10.  Look at lines 36-40.

       (a)   The writer says he was “a young man with more on his mind than in it.”   

              What does this reveal about the writer’s state of mind at this point?         (U)2

       (b)   Show how one other word in these lines reveals the writer’s mood.       (A)2    


11.  Consider the passage as a whole. Referring closely to the passage, show 

        how the use of humour is effective in conveying the experience.
           (E)2

 

While we love to get a tan, there's huge pressure to apply high factor sunscreen – or to get the bronzing without the sun with a fake tan. Yet there's an acrimonious debate between the experts who insist that sunshine is a toxic force against which we need constant protection and those who accuse big business of promoting "sun phobia" for commercial reasons, thus putting us at risk of a vitamin deficiency that causes rickets. Who should we believe? Here's what the experts say on the pros and cons of looking tanned.

Sunbathing 

How it works
Melanin in the skin absorbs UV radiation in sunlight, thereby changing the colour and eventually the thickness of the skin. Tanning occurs when the skin is exposed to sunlight gradually. Sudden exposure of previously protected skin to strong UV rays causes burning, quickly turning a "milk bottle" into a "lobster".

Health benefits
Some clinicians insist there is no such thing as a safe suntan and that all sun exposure causes skin cancer as well as ageing and wrinkles. However, a series of studies have discovered widespread vitamin D deficiency in cloudy Britain. And a growing number of experts say that safe sunbathing has unparalleled health benefits by boosting levels of vitamin D, "the sunshine vitamin" that's formed when bare skin is exposed to sunlight. As well as helping to build a robust immune system and strong bones, trials suggest it fights off some cancers and depression.

"A sunny holiday with plenty of opportunity for safe and careful sunbathing is excellent for everyone's health – including those with pale skins provided they are careful," says Oliver Gillie, health campaigner and author of Sunlight Robbery. "The evidence suggests that the best approach is to enjoy regular sunshine throughout the year so that you don't suddenly expose your body to UV rays."

Cancer specialist Professor Tim Oliver, consultant oncologist, says: "The anti-sun skin cancer message and the trend for young people to play indoors rather than running around outside, is creating the potential for a health crisis. We are simply not getting enough sunlight to make the Vitamin D we need to stay healthy."

Health risks
Sunburn is almost universally regarded as a major risk for skin cancer. "You shouldn't throw yourself at a beach once a year and let yourself burn," says Professor Tim Oliver. "The skin cancer message is right: melanomas or tumours on the skin are found on people who have burnt in the sun, particularly when young." Emphasising this rule, new guidelines from Cancer Research UK, issued in January 2011, advise people to avoid sunburn rather than sunshine. 

Sunbeds
How they work
UV tanning equipment mimics the spectrum of light from sunshine. "Around 90 per cent mimic UVB and UVA rays in the summer sun, with new skin-sensor technology introduced in larger chains, providing tailored UV balance, based on measurements of skin type and tone and melanin levels," says Adam Mooney, chief executive of The Tanning Shop.

Worst press
Donna Ballantyne, from Bothwell, Lanarkshire admitted using sunbeds until she "burnt my back and shoulders to the point they were sore". She suffered 19 melanomas over 10 years and died at the age of just 39 in June 2011.

Health benefits
Sunbeds are now much better regulated, with a ban on the under-18s and the introduction of maximum "irradiance level", roughly that of the midday sun in the Mediterranean.

Within this safe context, there is substantial evidence that moderate use of sunbeds has the same health benefits as exposure to sunshine. A recent study showed that sunbed users have the highest vitamin D levels of any group in Canada. While another revealed that Swedish sunbed users have fewer melanoma than non-sunbed users.

"During the winter months many of us may benefit from the UV lamps used in sunbeds," says Professor Oliver. "Because the whole body is usually exposed, a single five to 10-minute session once every six weeks should be sufficient."

Health risks.
 There are fears that unsupervised coin-operated sunbed shops have provoked life-threatening "tanorexia" in teenagers. This led to a nationwide ban on under-18s from April 2011. Tanning salons which flout this law face a £20,000 fine.

Fake tans
How they work
Fake tan products today contain moisturiser, skin toners, anti-ageing agents and sun protection factor and are available as creams, lotions, sprays, mousses and liquids. But the market, worth around £50m in the UK, still depends on DHA, the protein that turns apples brown when cut in half.

Worst press
Most female celebrities have been judged and found guilty of orange fake tan disasters – including : Cheryl Cole, Patsy Kensit and Kelly Brook.

Health benefits
Today it's relatively simple to get a healthy streak-free, sun-kissed look. "Use a gradual tan if you have a light skin tone, a spray or mousse for a medium skin tone and a bronzing lotion 

for dark skin – and take a picture of yourself with the flash on to make sure the colour is just right," says James Read, celebrity spray-tanner to Lady Gaga and Rosie Huntington-Whiteley, among others.

Health risks
None known.

Research ongoing.
Sunscreen
How it works
Physical sunscreens reflect the sunlight before it reaches your skin. The more popular chemical filters neutralise the impact of the sun's rays once they have penetrated the skin – and take up to 30 minutes to take effect.

Worst press
Gwyneth Paltrow developed ostopenia (thinning of the bone that can eventually lead to osteoporosis) because of low vitamin D levels. 

Health risks
There is now evidence that using sunscreen too regularly causes vitamin D deficiency. "Young girls have developed rickets because their well-meaning parents slathered them in sunscreen from birth," says Professor Angus Dalgleish, a cancer specialist.

Health benefits
There is a growing view that sunscreen should be used in moderation. Oliver Gillie says sunscreen is most valuable for playing sport, when prolonged exposure cannot be avoided. Professor  Dalgleish's advice? "Going slightly pink is OK. But put on block at the first tingling sign that you've been over-exposed. But my message is: don't be afraid of the sun."

 Jane Feinmann, Independent.co.uk.

1.   Look at the sub heading. Why is “Ray of hope” an appropriate phrase for 

       the passage?                                                                                                                   (A)2 

 2.   In your own words explain the disagreement between the experts (lines 2-5).          (U)3 

 3.   Why has the writer used inverted commas around “milk bottle” and “lobster”

        in line 12?                                                                                                                     (A)2

 4.   Read lines14-20. QUOTE two health benefits of vitamin D.                                       (U)2

 5.   Why is “Sunlight Robbery” in line 23 in italics?                                                          (A)1

 6.   In your own words explain what, according to Professor Tim Oliver 

       (lines 26-29), could cause a health crisis.                                     

          (U)3 

 7.   Explain the use of the colon (:) in line 33.                                                                    (A)1

 8.   Look at lines 43-48. What makes the information about Donna so sad and 

       shocking?                                                                                                                    (A/E)2

 9.   QUOTE two phrases from lines 52-53 which suggest that using sunbeds could be 

       good for  people.                                                                                                            (U)2

10.  What is “tanorexia”? (line 60)?                                                                                     (U)2

11.  How does the sentence structure in lines 64-67 emphasise the pros and cons of 

       fake tanning products?                                                                                                   (A)2

12.  How does the word “sun-kissed” (line 72) suggest that a tan is attractive?                 (A)2

13.  Read lines 80-84.In your own words explain how sunscreens work.                         (U)2

14.  In your own words explain how, according to Professor Dalgleish, parents 

       might have caused rickets in their daughters. (lines 89–91).                                        (U)2

15.  What makes this passage an effective piece of discursive writing?                             (E)2

                                                                                                                        Total:   30 marks
The great day comes.  I’m going down the pit for the first time. By good luck my Uncle Jim’s on day shift, so he’ll keep me right - where to go, what to do.  Self-consciously I follow him as we walk into the baths and head for the lamp cabin.  I’m given a brass numbered tally - and immediately hand it back to the attendant in exchange for a lamp which is attached by a black rubberised cable to its heavy battery.  From now on, if that tally is hanging up that means my lamp is “out” and I’m down the pit.   Jim helps me attach the lamp to my helmet and I’m ready.

We make our way across the yard and on up the incline to the large red-brick  building over which Polkemmet’s twin winding gears stand sentinel.  I watch the large wheels turn swiftly and silently.

We stand in the queue.  I can feel butterflies stir as, with much clanging of metal gates and safety rails, the double-deck cage appears at regular intervals and unloads another gang of men covered in coal dust.

Making sure I don’t lose sight of Jim, I make my way onto the large cage along with seventeen or eighteen other men. Underneath us the same number are making their way onto the bottom deck.  I can feel the cage sway with all this weight and movement. Jeez, I hope the cable’s in good nick.  The men around me are having casual conversations about kids, football, gardening. Between their heads and shoulders I can see and hear the cage being closed. There’s a last glimpse of daylight. A bell rings. Oh my Gawwwwd!  We drop, literally, like a stone. My stomach moves up into my chest. For a moment I feel lighter as the cage seems to drop faster than I do and I haven’t caught up with it yet. I thought it would be like the lift in Lewis’s department store. I turn my head; Jim is looking at me smiling.

“Ye might huv telt me.”


“Och, it would have spoilt the fun.”

We continue to drop, accelerating all the while.

A few men had switched on their lamps as we’d boarded.  I look through the metal framework that makes up the cage. The sides of the shaft whizz by, giving a fast-moving kaleidoscope of steel runners, slats of wood, girders, patches of concrete and occasionally, the stone and earth through which this vertical tunnel has been dug. The more we fall, the more I begin to picture this heavy, double-decker cage with nearly forty men aboard, hurtling deeper and deeper into the earth on an ever-increasing length of slim cable. At last we begin to slow, then come gently to a stop. All the clanging is done in reverse, the gate opened, and we troop out into the pit-bottom.


I look around me. I’m in the hall of a medieval castle!  The pit-bottom being a permanent fixture from which various tunnels have been built at different times is a

large cavernous area whose walls, ceiling and buttresses are all a dirty white-painted brick.  There’s nothing to show we are deep underground; no stone, earth or girders to be seen.  Electric lights burn brightly. This isn’t at all what I expected. Those who work here have their lamps switched off and are well wrapped up. Bunnets, knotted scarves and gloves are the norm. Within a few minutes I find out why. It’s cold. The twin shafts at Polkemmet are the most important parts of the ventilation system. Cold air is being drawn down this shaft from the surface, giving a constant, chilly draught.

“Ah thought you said it was warm doon the pit?”


Jim looks at me. “No’ at the pit-bottom, pal. Once you’re away fae here in yin o’ the sections you’ll see the difference.”

We set off down one of the roads towards the “Main Sooth” section. Once away from the pit-bottom the mine becomes what I’d expected - long tunnels with curved girders every couple of feet, the space between them, especially above my head, spanned by thick battens of wood. The further in we travel, the more higgledy-piggledy becomes the girders and wood packing. Within the first hundred yards I bang my head two or three times; the helmet doesn’t give much protection. My companion laughs, “You’ll soon get used tae it. You’ll soon learn tae walk half-bent AND keep an eye open fur anything sticking doon fae the roof.”


“How far is it intae the section?” I ask.

“Nearly a mile and a half.”

“That’s a long walk every day - when yer bent in half!”

“Aye, and it’s a longer walk at the end o’ a shift.”

Robert Douglas Somewhere to Lay my Head (adapted)
1. How does the writer convey his excitement at starting his new job 

      in lines 1-2?







          (A)2

2.   Explain in your own words what the brass numbered tally (line 4) is 

      used for. 








          (U)2

3.   What does the writer mean when he says that the twin winding 

      gears “stand sentinel” (line 9)?





          (U)1

4.   Look at lines 11-18.

      (a)  Explain what a “double-deck cage” is.



          (U)2

      (b)  What causes the writer some unease as he stands in the cage? 

            Use your own words.






          (U)2

5.   Look at lines 19-23.

      (a)   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice reveals his 

             feelings.







          (A)2

      (b)   How does the sentence structure reveal his feelings?

          (A)2

6.    How effectively does the writer’s word choice in lines 27-40 convey 

       the speed at which the cage drops?




           (E)4

7.   Look at lines 35-43.

      (a)
 How does the writer show his surprise at what he sees when he 

             reaches the pit-bottom?        





          (A)2

      (b)   What is surprising about it?
Use your own words.


          (U)3

8.   Explain the function of the dash (-) in line 48.



          (A)2

9.   Look at lines 47-58.

      (a)   What difficulties does the writer face in his journey from the 

             pit-bottom to the place where he is to work?



          (U)2

      (b)  Explain how the one and a half mile walk is longer at the end 

of the shift.







          (U)1

10.  Consider the passage as a whole. Referring closely to the text, comment 

       on the writer’s relationship with his uncle.



          (A)3
                                                                                                            Total:   30 marks

A Scottish zoo is planning to start a new breeding programme for chimpanzees, in the wake of recent research suggesting that captivity drives chimps mad.

The plan for new chimpanzee breeding at Blair Drummond Safari Park near Stirling follows findings from the University of Kent showing that serious behavioural abnormalities – "some of which could be compared to mental illness in humans" – are endemic among captive chimpanzees.

The research, focusing on 40 chimps in six leading but unnamed zoos in the UK and the US, found that all the animals studied engaged in abnormal behaviour, which included self-mutilation, repetitive rocking, the eating of faeces and drinking of urine. The chimps came from many different backgrounds, and the researchers were unable to isolate any single cause, other than the one thing they all had in common – that they were in captivity.

"We suggest that captivity itself may be fundamental as a causal factor in the presence of persistent, low-level, abnormal behaviour – and potentially more extreme levels in some individuals," said the leader of the study, Nicholas Newton-Fisher, an expert in wild chimpanzee behaviour.

But the findings, published in the online science journal PLoS ONE, are not deterring the Blair Drummond Safari Park, which already has chimpanzees Chippy and his half-sister Rosie, born there 23 years ago, and wishes to bring in a new female in the hope that she and Chippy will mate.

"I do not believe that captivity is inherently bad for chimpanzees," said head keeper Alasdair Gillies. "There may be individuals in captivity who do display abnormal behaviour, but I think that is likely to be a result of their background. These abnormal behaviours could be learned culturally – chimps often imitate other chimps."

Mr Gillies added: "We will be pressing ahead with our breeding programme."

The Blair Drummond chimps live on a large wooded island on a lake at the park. The park believes they are of the subspecies Pan troglodytes verus, the western chimpanzee, and DNA tests are being carried out to establish this.

"They are quite rare, with not many in zoos in Europe," said the park manager, Gary Gilmour. "If it turns out that they are western chimpanzees, it would be very important from a conservation and breeding point of view. With around 30,000 left in the wild, and with deforestation in their habitat, and chimps being killed for bush meat and also taken for the pet trade, numbers are still decreasing, so we have to have stable groups in captivity for the future."

However, the Kent research conducted by Dr Newton-Fisher and Lucy Birkett concludes that abnormal behaviour is endemic in all captive chimpanzees.

"It is very difficult to reintroduce chimps into the wild, which leaves questions over the usefulness of captive breeding programmes," Dr Newton-Fisher said. "There are limited resources in chimp conservation, and what efforts are made should be focused on Africa, and stabilising wild populations."

Will Travers, CEO of the Born Free Foundation, said there were difficulties with keeping all primates in zoos.

"The confines and artificiality of captivity can impose serious and negative welfare burdens on them resulting in stereotypic behaviour, heightened aggression, institutional boredom, and even self-mutilation," he said.


1.   In your own words explain the findings from the University of Kent. (lines 3-6).      (U)2                                                                                                                                                                                                  

2.   How does the sentence structure in lines 7-9 emphasise the problems of the 

      chimps studied?                                                                                                              (A)2

 3.   Look at lines 9-11. In your own words explain why the researchers decided 

       that the chimps’ abnormal behaviour was the result of being in captivity.                   (U)2

4.   In your own words describe the two different types of abnormal behaviour 

      caused by captivity, according to Nicholas Newton-Fisher in lines 12-14.                   (U)3

5.   Explain how the context helps you to figure out the meaning of “deterring” 

      in line 16.                                                                                                                        (U)3

6.   In your own words explain what Alasdair Gillies blames for chimpanzees’ 

      abnormal behaviour (lines22-23).                                                                                  (U)2

7.   How does Mr Gillies’ word choice in line 24 suggest that Blair Drummond 

      is serious about breeding chimpanzees?                                                                         (A)2

8.   In lines 28-33 Gary Gilmour explains why he thinks it is important to breed 

      the Blair Drummond chimpanzees. In your own words give four of his reasons.       (U)4

9.   What is the function of the word “However” in line 34?                                              (A)1

10.  In lines 36-39 Dr Newton- Fisher explains why he thinks that chimpanzees should 

       not be bred in captivity. In your own words explain these reasons.                            (U)3

11.  Why are the commas used in line 40?                                                                          (A)2

12.  Read lines 40-44.What does Will Travers think it is about captivity that causes

       chimpanzees to behave abnormally? Answer in your own words.                              (U)2                                             

13.  How well do the writers present both sides of the argument? Support your 

       answer with reference to the passage.                                                                          (E)2

                                                                                                                        Total:   30 marks
It was a moment I’ll remember for the rest of my life. I’d been travelling along Route 66 for a few days, and I couldn’t resist a quick detour to Arthur, a small community nearly 200 miles south of Chicago. “Population 800”, it said on the sign at the edge of town. Beside it, another sign warned drivers the road might be busy with horse-drawn carriages. And with good reason: this was Amish country.

I didn’t know what to expect. I’d always liked Amish folk; although, to be honest, I knew very little about them. It was just something about the look – the horse-drawn carriages, the hats, the plain, modest clothing, the hats, the way they carried themselves- that always led me to think they were rather nice people.


I parked my trike outside a simple house that backed on to a large workshop. Waiting inside was a furniture-maker with the best haircut I’d ever seen – like Rowan Atkinson’s pudding bowl in the first series of Blackadder. Beneath the mop of hair was Mervin, a man with a thick beard, no moustache and a slow, soft grin.

Mervin makes the most outstandingly great furniture: the kind of stuff that will last forever; the antiques of tomorrow. He showed me around his workshop, then we stood in his office while he answered every question I asked with total honesty. I could tell immediately that this delightful, decent man was being absolutely straight with me. He had nothing to hide. Men like Mervin have a ring of truth about them.

“Why do you all grow beards and you don’t grow moustaches?” I asked.

 

“Well I wouldn’t want to grow a moustache when everybody just had a beard and no moustache,” said Mervin. “We like to be the same and share and be equal.”

How humane. In this day and age of individualism, what a delight to find a community of people who strive for equality and lead their lives according to whatever is best for everyone.

Mervin explained the rules of the community, although the way he told it, those rules didn’t seem like restrictions but simple guidelines for a better, more harmonious way of living. With no sign of frustration about what he wasn’t allowed to do, Mervin totally accepted the boundaries of his life.

You know those black Amish buggies? I’d always fancied a ride on one of them, but first we had to get Mervin’s horse out of the stable and hitch it to the front of the wagon. Now, I’m a wee bit frightened of horses  -  not terrified just a wee bit wary. So I lurked behind Mervin until he’d got the beast out of the stable, then I led it to the buggy and Mervin showed me how to hitch it up.

We climbed into the buggy and off we went. After about two minutes Mervin said, “Here...” and handed me the reins. I was in charge. I was in seventh heaven. Riding along in an Amish buggy, with an Amish guy, waving to Amish people. It was a wonderful moment. It might sound ludicrously inconsequential – and I suppose it was – but it pleased me so much.

Once we had ridden in the buggy for a while, Mervin invited me and the whole film crew back to his farm for something to eat. And we’re not talking a bag of crisps here. An amazing meal was prepared by Mervin’s wife and mother, dressed in traditional long dresses, while a group of little girls, so beautiful in their bonnets, sang wee songs to themselves, completely oblivious to us.

Without any doubt, the time I spent with Mervin was one of the highlights of my life. I’ll remember that afternoon clip-clopping through Arthur, Illinois, for ever. There wasn’t much to it, but I think of my life as a series of moments and I’ve found that the great moments often don’t have too much to them. They’re not huge, complicated events; they’re just magical wee moments when somebody says, “I love you” or “You’re really good at what you do” or simply “You’re a good person.” I had one that day with Mervin, the Amish furniture-maker.

 Scotland on Sunday, Spectrum Magazine  Extracted from Billy Connelly’s Route 66.

1. How does the first sentence grab the reader’s interest?                                          (A)1 

2. Why does the author include: “Population 800” in line 3?                                      (A)1

3. Explain the use of the colon (:) in line 5.                                                                 (A)1

4. Read paragraph 2.

(a)   In your own words describe the Amish clothing.                                           (U)2                                                          

(b)   What does: “the way they carried themselves” mean? (line 8)                        (U)1   

(c)   Explain the use of the dashes in lines 7- 8.                                                      (A)1                                                              

5.   Read paragraph 3. How does the author’s word choice suggest that 
      Mervin is a pleasant person?                                                                                     (A)2
6.   Read lines 14-15. Why is Mervin’s furniture “outstandingly great”? 
      Use your own words.                                                                                               (U)2
7.   Quote two words or phrases from lines 16-18 which show the author’s 

      admiration for Mervin.                                                                                              (U)2

8.   Read lines 22-23. In your own words explain what, according to the 

      author, makes the Amish community humane.                                                        (U)2

9.   Read lines 24-27. In your own words explain Mervin’s attitude to the rules.       (U)2
    10.   Look at line 28. What effect is the author trying to achieve by using 

      a question?                                                                                                                (A)1
    11.   Read lines 28-32. Quote two words or phrases that show that the 

            author is “a wee bit frightened of horses”.                                                               (U)2

    12.   Read lines 33-36. How does the language convey that the author 

            was “in seventh heaven”?                                                                                         (A)3
    13.   Read lines 37- 41.

(a)  What is unusual about the structure of the sentence: “And we’re not 

        talking a bag of crisps here”? (line 38)                                                             (A)1

(b)  Give the meaning of “oblivious” in line 41 and explain how the context 

        helps you to deduce the meaning.                                                                     (U)2    

    14.   Read lines 42-47. 

(a)   What technique is “clip-clopping”? (line 43)                                                   (A)1 

            (b)   How effective is the last paragraph in conveying how the author felt 

                   about his day with Mervin? Refer to word choice and/or sentence 

                   structure to support your answer.                                                                       (E)3   

                                                                                                                        Total:   30 marks
Are soldiers the right people to teach unruly kids? In a week when a teacher was found guilty of unacceptable professional conduct because he worked as a stripper and a naked butler, I can see why Education Secretary Michael Gove is attracted to a school run by ex-military personnel. This proposed "free" school could be housed in Territorial Army barracks in Oldham, it will have a zero tolerance approach to bad behaviour and will foster academic and sporting competitiveness. It will focus on teaching just numeracy and literacy until pupils reach minimum standards.
Last week, Mr Gove emphasised that power in the classroom must revert back to teachers. Strict rules about the use of physical force to control disruptive pupils will be relaxed. Parents whose children are persistent truants will face stiff fines. Teachers will be able to search children and remove phones and iPods. Any member of staff accused by a pupil of assault will be given anonymity. 

Before the riots, Mr Gove had been advocating all of the above – blaming a breakdown in classroom discipline on poor parenting and lack of boundaries at home. The latest figures show that 53,000 children aged seven or younger have been sent home from school in the past five years. Worse, 1,200 in this age group have been permanently excluded – deemed uncontrollable. How on earth are these youngsters learning? They are on the scrapheap at seven. Truancy is appalling in some parts of the country – a million children don't attend school for 10 per cent of the time. Of course, most work hard and have done well in exams. But with one in five leaving school semi-literate, it's clear that schools need to change. The riots have vindicated Mr Gove's stance. And with one in five teachers claiming they have been assaulted in the past year, drastic action is needed. 

Mr Gove's solution places huge responsibility in the hands of teachers. Now they'll have to be doing the job of parents. A quarter of primary schools are staffed entirely by women. Mr Gove wants more male teachers, so that boys from single-parent families have a male role model. Is the chance to be a fake dad why teachers enter the profession? It seems an awful lot to ask. If teachers have to enforce law and order, as well as deal with stroppy parents, and offer themselves as good examples of where a decent education, manners and discipline can get you, are soldiers (who have no qualifications to teach) going to do a better job than someone with specialised teaching skills? 

Benedict Garrett can hardly be described as a role model. Under his stage name of "Johnny Anglais" he starred in porn films and offered his services via an internet site his pupils were able to access. Mr Garrett was working as head of personal, social and health education at a high school in Ilford. Appearing before the General Teaching Council, he claimed there was "nothing wrong" with pornography. On a newspaper website he went on to justify his dual careers, asserting that porn is no more damaging than alcohol or smoking. He may have a point.

But the degradation and exploitation of weak (often addicted) people in the porn industry is hard to justify. Mr Garrett has not been barred from teaching – just given a "reprimand" for two years. 

Teachers should be full-time teachers – and paid sufficiently so that they don't feel the need to moonlight as naked butlers. Equally, Mr Gove needs to make sure that his free schools, the first of which opened last week, don't siphon off the best teachers and pupils. There is always a danger that the large number of new free schools to be founded by faith groups will reinforce social differences rather than build communities. 

According to a spokesman, military personnel recruited as teachers will have degrees but not special training. This worries me. So do sentiments expressed by Clive Dytor, headmaster of The Oratory School, near Reading, and an ex-serviceman. He said "service personnel have focus with a capital F... they are taught to identify the problem, work out a solution, and then apply it." That might be true of the officer class – but the vast majority of servicemen simply obey orders. They are not required to think for themselves. Square bashing skills and a devotion to discipline won't suit every unruly boy. And it will damage the creative free-thinkers. Teaching is a demanding job – let's not hand it over to amateurs.

1.   What recent event makes the writer understand Michael Gove’s attraction to the 

       idea that soldiers should be used as teachers?                                                               (U)1

2.   Explain, in your own words, how the curriculum in free schools would be 

      different.                                                                                                                          (U)3

3.   Explain why the writer begins paragraph one with a question.                                   (A)1

4.   Look at lines 8-12. In what four ways will power be given back to the teacher?         (U)4

5.  (a)   What does the word choice in lines 13-22 suggest about the extent of 

             indiscipline in schools?                                                                                            (A)1

     (b)   Quote two words or phrases which contribute to this idea.                                   (U)2

6.   In what other way does the writer emphasise the extent of the problem?                      (A)1 

7.   How does the sentence structure in lines 27-30 emphasise the writer’s  

      opinion of:

 
(a)   the work of teachers;                                                                                         (A)2

 
(b)   the suitability of soldiers as teachers?                                                               (A)2

8.  Explain the use of inverted commas around each of the following :

(a)  “Johnny Anglais” (lines32-33);                                                                         (A)1

(b)  “nothing wrong”. (line 35).                                                                                (A)1

9.   Look at lines 41-45.
      What two problems does the writer think might be caused by the opening of 

      the proposed free school?                                                                                               (U)2

10.  Explain clearly, in your own words, why Clive Dytor believes ex-military 

       personnel would make good teachers.                                                                           (U)2

11.  How does the sentence structure of the sentence beginning in line 50 show 

       that the writer does not wholly agree with this point of view?                                      (A)2

12.  What do you think the writer thinks about the idea of employing soldiers as 

       teachers?  Give two reasons for your answer.                                                            (U)3

13.  How effective do you think the last two paragraphs are as a conclusion to 

       the article?  Give a reason for your answer.                                                               (E)2

                                                                                                                        Total:   30 marks

It is where they all are desperate to go before they wear out their saddles. It is their Promised Land, their Mecca, where cycling is taken more seriously than any religion, where bikes are treated with proper reverence. 

In The Netherlands there are more bikes than people, as there was once more sheep than people in Scotland. You will not be surprised to learn, therefore, that almost everyone cycles daily. Indeed, children often cycle several miles back and forth to school and every shop is obliged to provide cycle racks at its door.

Such popularity breeds political clout. No one who aspires to power dares ignore the cycling lobby. Thus all new roads have cycle lanes which are separated from cars by a raised verge. For those who wish to cycle without the din of traffic in their ears, the number of dedicated cycle paths is legion.

Best of all, however, is the fact that The Netherlands is flat. There, only fusspots or the fatally unfit bother to buy bikes with 18 gears. Moreover, most bikes weigh a ton. With no hills to negotiate it is unnecessary to invest in super-light machines that cost more than replacement body parts.

Short of steamrollering the Cairngorms and other bumpy parts of Scotland there is no way we can compete with what used to be called The Low Countries. Cyclists here know that they are in a never-ending battle with geography and climate. If the hills don’t do you in the wind probably will. 

Hence the look of strained stoicism on most cyclists’ faces. To be a cyclist in Scotland is not for the faint-hearted. Rather it is for those of a fundamentalist mind, for those who can see in their mind’s eye the Promised Land but who, in order to reach it, must cross an eight-lane motorway thundering with juggernauts.

Take, if you will, Graeme Obree, a world champion cyclist who famously made his favourite bike, Old Faithful, out of bits of dead washing machine. Obree, like so many members of the cycling cult, would love Scotland to be like The Netherlands or, at a push, Germany. 

At the weekend, with 14,000 other two-wheeled fanatics, he rode from Saltcoats to Glasgow as part of a cycling pilgrimage. At its end he could not resist having a wee moan, saying that cyclists need more protection from cars which invade their lanes and force them into the mainstream of traffic whereupon accidents occur. “Some roads,” said Obree, “are just not user-friendly like they are in Europe.”

No doubt his fellow cyclists cheered when they heard these words. As with all minorities they seem to nurse a permanent sense of grievance. On top of which they exude righteousness. Not only are they keeping themselves fit, they chirrup, they’re saving the planet while doing so.

Excuse me if I choose to throw a spanner or two into their spokes. In my experience, that of a bus-using pedestrian, cyclists are often no better or worse than motorists. If they’ve actually read the Highway Code many of them pay it scant heed. Red lights, it seems, are not for stopping at but an enticement – like those perhaps in Amsterdam – to go where no virtuous person ought. 

Unlike motorists, cyclists hunt in packs. Even when there are lanes for which they’ve campaigned, they wilfully ignore them. On twisting country roads, they ride two and more abreast, as if to goad motorists who can either crash into them or tag on to the back of the peloton and wait interminably for a clear stretch of road to overtake. 

As the number of cyclists continues to increase and their cries for better provision grow ever more hysterical it is time they were made to pay their way. First, I suggest each bike should have number plates, which would allow miscreants to be identified and informed upon. 

Second, the introduction of an annual licence fee – £20 seems reasonable – such as that payable by TV owners, would allow cyclists to argue for an improvement of their lot from the moral high ground. Which, needless to say, can only be reached in the lowest of low gears.


1.   Read the first paragraph. 
      “Heaven for cyclists is the Netherlands” How does the writer’s word choice 

      in lines 1-3 develop this idea?                                                                                       (A)3

2.   Look at lines 4-7. Pick out three facts which highlight the popularity of cycling 

      in the Netherlands.                                                                                                         (U)3

3.   Look at lines 8-11.
      (a)   In your own words explain what effect the popularity of cycling in 

             the Netherlands have on the politicians.                                                                  (A)1 

      (b)   What effect does the popularity of cycling in The Netherlands have on 

             the provision for cyclists?                                                                                        (U)1

4.   Look at lines 12-15. 

      (a)   What two advantages does the Netherland’s flat landscape give to cyclists?         (U)2

      (b)   What technique is the writer using when he writes :“Most bikes weigh a ton”?    (A)1

      (c)    Quote another example of this technique in lines 12-15.                                      (A)1

      (d)    What effect does the use of this technique have on the writer’s tone?                  (A)1

5.   Explain how the context of lines 18/19 helps you to understand the meaning 

      of “battle with geography and climate”.                                                                         (U)2

6.   What two impressions of motorway conditions are created by the use of the 

      word “thundering” (line 23)?                                                                                          (A)2

7.   Reread lines 27-32. Do you think the writer is a fan of Graeme Orbree’s? 

      Give a reason for your answer.                                                                                      (U)2

8.   Read lines 32-35. 
      (a)   Explain in your own words, three things about cyclists and their attitude to 

             cycling, which irritate the writer.                                                                            (U)3

      (b)   How does the word “chirrup” add to this effect?                                                   (A)1

9.   Look at lines 36-44.
      (a)   Identify two aspects of cyclists’ behaviour on the roads which irritate 

             the writer.                                                                                                                 (U)2

      (b)   The writer says: “cyclists hunt in packs” Do you think this is an effective 

              use of language? Give a reason for your answer.                                                (A/E)2

10.  In your own words explain what two new rules the writer would like to see 

       for cyclists and explain what the advantages of these rules would be.                          (U)2

11.  What is the purpose of this piece of writing?                                                                (A)1

         Choose from:
(a) To inform.

(b) To argue.

(c) To persuade.

(d) To entertain.

                                                                                                                        Total:   30 marks

People knew for a long time that there was something odd about the earth beneath Manson, Iowa. In 1912, a man drilling a well for the town water supply reported bringing up a lot of strangely deformed rock- “crystalline clast breccias with a melt matrix” and “overturned ejecta flap”, as it was later described in an official report. The water was odd, too. It was almost as soft as rain water. Naturally occurring soft water had never been found in Iowa before.

Though Manson’s strange rocks and silken waters were matters of curiosity, forty one years would pass before a team from the University of Iowa got around to making a trip to the community, then as now a town of about two thousand people in the northwest part of the state. In 1953, after sinking a series of experimental bores, university geologists agreed that the site was indeed anomalous and attributed the deformed rocks to some ancient unspecified volcanic action. This was in keeping with the wisdom of the day, but it was also about as wrong as a geological conclusion can get.

The trauma to Manson’s geology had come not from within the Earth, but from at least one hundred million miles beyond. Sometime in the very ancient past, when Manson stood on the edge of a shallow sea, a rock about a mile and a half across, weighing 10 billion and travelling at perhaps two hundred times the speed of sound, ripped through  the atmosphere and punched into the earth with a violence and suddenness that we can scarcely imagine. Where Manson now stands became in an instant a hole three miles wide and more than twenty across. The limestone that elsewhere gives Iowa its hard mineralised water was obliterated and replaced by the shocked basement rocks that so puzzled the water driller in 1912.

The Manson impact was the biggest thing that has ever occurred on the mainland United States .Of any type. Ever. The crater left behind was so colossal that if you stood on one edge you would just be able to see the other side on a good day. It would make the Grand Canyon look quaint and trifling. Unfortunately for lovers of spectacle, 2(5 million years of passing ice sheets filled the Manson crater right to the top with rich glacial till, then graded it smooth, so that today the landscape at Manson is as flat as a table top. Which of course is why no one has ever heard of the Manson crater.


At the library in Manson they are delighted to show you a collection of newspaper articles and a box of core samples from a 1991-2 drilling programme-indeed they positively bustle to produce them – but you have to ask to see them. Nothing permanent is on display and nowhere in the town is there any historical marker.

To most people in Manson the biggest thing ever to happen was a tornado that rolled up Main Street in 1979, tearing apart the business district. One of the advantages of all that surrounding flatness is that you can see danger from a long way off. Virtually the whole town turned out at one end of Main Street and watched for half an hour as the tornado came towards them hoping it would veer off, then prudently scampered when it did not. Four of them, alas, didn’t move quite fast enough and were killed. Every June now Manson has a week-long event called Crater Days, which was dreamed up as a way of helping people forget that unhappy anniversary. It doesn’t really have anything to do with the crater. Nobody’s figured out a way to capitalize on an impact site that isn’t visible.

“Very occasionally we get people coming in and asking where they should go to see the crater and we have to tell them there is nothing to see” says Anna Schapkhol, the town’s friendly librarian. “Then they go away kind of disappointed” However most people, including most Iowans, have never heard of the Manson Crater.

1.   Look at lines 1-6. Explain in your own words what is unusual about the 

      geological conditions beneath Manson in Iowa.                                                            (U)2

2.   Why have inverted commas been used in lines 3 - 4?                                       
          (A)2  

3.   How do lines 11-12 help you to understand what a geologist does?                             (U)2

4.   What explanation did the 1953 geologists give for the deformed rocks 

      of Manson?







                      (U)1

5.   Read lines 14-22

            (a)   What did cause the geological features of Manson?                                         (U)1

(b)   Pick out two examples of word choice which emphasise the 

        violence of the impact.                                                                                      (A)2

(c)   Pick out three phrases which emphasise the power of the “rock” 

       which hit Manson.                                                                                             (A)3

(d)   What tone does he achieve by calling the meteor a “rock”?                             (A)1

6.    Look at lines 23-29

(a)   How does the writer use sentence structure to emphasise the 

       nature of the meteor impact at Manson?                                                            (A)2

(b)   How does the writer emphasise the size of the crater which 

       was created?                                                                                                       (A)2

(c)   Explain in your own words why the crater is no longer visible.                    (U)2

7.    
(a)   What figure of speech is used in line 28, “as flat as a table top”?                    (A)1

       
(b)   What effect does it have?                                                                                  (E)1

8.   Why does the writer use dashes in lines 31-32?                                                            (A)1

9.   Read lines 34-35. 

      Explain in your own words what happened in Manson in June 1979.                        (U)2 

10.
(a)   What figure of speech is used in lines 34-35 “a tornado rolled

                    up...business district.”?                                                                                     (A)1 

          
(b)   Comment on its effect.                                                                                      (E)1

11.   What is the purpose of “Crater Days” (line 40)?                                                          (U)1

12.   Think about the passage as a whole. Which of these do you think is the main 

        purpose of the passage: to entertain and inform OR to argue or persuade?

        Give a reason for your answer.                                                                                     (E)2


How tantalising will the colour-saturated image of a Big Mac with oozing cheese,
crispy lettuce, pickles and greasy meat patties appear to you now that its calorie
content is stamped in inch high letters  beside it?
Today McDonald’s has voluntarily replaced menu boards in all its 1,200 UK restaurants in compliance with the government’s Public Health Responsibility Deal, so that they display the calorific value of each product it offers. This is a bid to help Brits stick to the recommended daily consumption of 2,000 calories for women and 2,500 for men.

The Big Mac, the new menu board tells us, is worth a total of 490 calories. Possibly surprising for a chain synonymous with the red meat, the most fattening item available is a white meat option: the Chicken Legend burger which weighs in at 535 calories.  Featuring two layers of overly yellow square cheese, the Quarter Pounder is another heavy weight option providing 490 calories.

The above can be sampled accompanied by Medium Fries (330 cals), a full fat Coke (170 cals) or perhaps a Medium Milkshake (420 cals). The Garden Salad (10 cals) seems healthy enough and the Medium Cappuccinos on offer (90 cals) are far from extraordinarily calorific. Chicken Nuggets (250 cals without sauce) are relatively sinless and the Filet-O-Fish is the leanest burger available at 350 calories.

So far so fascinating. But will the revelation that products filled with cheese, processed meat and salt are practically equal in value to the calorific content of a sandwich at Pret-A-Manger influence our eating habits positively?

The new menu boards reveal that a Big Mac compares favourably to a Tasty Cheddar Baguette from Pret- a- Manger (of which McDonald’s used to own a 33% stake in the US business). Cheese sandwiches are hardly the healthiest lunchtime snack, but I’m pretty sure most people would agree they are healthier than burgers.

While publishing calorie counts is an excellent way to give consumers an indication of the amount of food they are eating, it is hardly representative of the nutritional value of what is on offer. The problem with a lot of McDonald’s fare is that the portions appear small, are quick to consume and don’t fill you up so you feel hungry again quickly and go back for more.

Furthermore, the calorie value has no direct bearing on the real health baddies like fat, salt and sugar. While a box of Chicken Nuggets might contain the same calories as a Smoked Salmon and Egg baguette from Marks & Spencer, it contains considerably more fat, doesn’t have the health benefits of smoked fish (like Omega 3) and the nuggets come deep fried.

One of the problems of calorie counting is that it is seen to have a bias toward controlling weight and waistlines rather than providing information about what will and won’t clog your arteries and put you at risk of a heart attack.

McDonald’s is one of 38 fast food companies who have voluntarily signed up to the initiative by Health Secretary Andrew Lansley today. The move is definitely good news. However, the influence the idea will have on McDonald’s 3 million customer base, as well as frequenters of other participating outlets, will remain to be seen.

Hopefully it will provide an easy-to-understand framework upon which foodstuffs from fast food outlets can be judged. In a world where a Starbucks ‘skinny’ lemon and poppy seed iced muffin contains more calories than a standard apple and cinnamon muffin, and a Costa carrot cake is more calorific than a Krispy Kreme doughnut,  this can only be a good thing.
1.   Look at lines 1-3. 

      What new feature is being added to the image used to advertise the Big Mac?             (U)1

2.   Quote one example of word choice which presents a positive image of 

      the Big Mac.    







                      (A)1

3.   Quote two examples of word choice which present a negative image of 

      the Big Mac.  







                      (A)2

4.   Using your own words as far as possible, explain the purpose of the 

      Public Health Responsibility Deal (line 5).                                                                    (U)2

5.   Look at lines 8-12

    
(a)   Explain what is surprising about the most calorific item on the

                   MacDonald’s menu.





                      (U)2

    
(b)   How does the writer suggest that the Quarterpounder is an 

                   unattractive item?          





                      (A)2

6.   What point is the writer making in lines13-17?                                                              (U)1

7. 
(a)   What is unusual about the sentence which begins: “So far so 

                    fascinating” (line 18)?





                      (A)1

    
(b)   What effect does it have on the writer’s tone?                                                 (A)1

8.   Look at lines 21-24. The writer compares a cheese baguette with a Big Mac.

     
(a)   Which one has fewer calories?                                                                         (U)1

     
(b)   Which one is healthier?                                                                                    (U)1

     
(c)   What point is the writer trying to make?                                                          (U)1

9.   Look at lines 25-29. 

     
(a)   Using your own words give one advantage and one disadvantage 

                   of showing calorific values on fast food menus.                                              (U)2

     
(b)  According to the writer, what are the problems with 

                  MacDonald’s food?  Use your own words.                                                      (U)3

10.   How does the word “furthermore” (line 30) act as a link in the 

        writer’s argument?     






                      (A)1

11.   Explain why the writer compares a box of Chicken Nuggets with 

        a Smoked Salmon Baguette.                                                                                         (A)2

12.   What is the purpose of the brackets in line 33?                                                            (A)1

13.   Read lines 37-40. In your own words explain what the writer feels 

        about fast food companies signing up to the government initiative.                            (U)2

14.   In line 42, why is the word “skinny” in inverted commas?                                         (A)1

15.   How effective is the final paragraph as a conclusion to the article? 

        Refer closely to the paragraph to give a reason for your answer.                                (E)2

                                                                                                                       Total:   30 marks
It’s a grey morning in Oban, the clouds heavy with the promise of rain. Off the nearby island of Kerrera, the crew of the Alba Explorer is busy on deck, getting the tall ship ready to set sail for Waterford, in southeast Ireland, later in the day.

I’m here to discover whether I have what it takes to make it as a tall ship’s cabin girl. The 72ft-long yacht is part of a three-strong fleet belonging to the Ocean Youth Trust Scotland (OYTS) which, next weekend, will take part in the Tall Ships Races in Greenock alongside sister vessel, Alba Endeavour.

Showing me the ropes (literally) is skipper Dan Russell who, with his crew of seven OYTS volunteers, has been charged with safely delivering the ship to Waterford, where the Tall Ships Races 2011 will get under way today, before arriving into Greenock on Saturday. But first they have a far trickier task at hand: getting me seaworthy.

Granted, I don’t exactly have a great track record. There was an embarrassing spectacle on a fishing boat off Dubai and an unfortunate running-aground incident involving a dinghy in Croatia.

To date, I have been seasick on the Atlantic, Pacific and Indian Oceans, as well as the Adriatic, Coral, South China, Red, Mediterranean, Tasman and North Seas.

Stepping aboard Alba Explorer I don’t get off to a good start. Within minutes I have managed to trip over some ropes, skid along the wet deck and almost garotte myself on some wire cabling.

Unperturbed, first mate Craig McNeil gives me a tour of the upper deck. Pointing out the “pig pen”, where rolled up sails are kept, and the appropriately named “snake pit”, which is filled with a mish-mash of brightly coloured coiled ropes.

Below deck, the Alba Explorer sleeps up to 18 people in minuscule curtained cabins with two bunk beds apiece. In the tiny gantry kitchen the smell of breakfast still lingers, a few chipped mugs drying on the worktop.

I listen in as Dan gives a final safety briefing to the crew, demonstrating how to use the life rings, throw-in lines and emergency tiller.  “In sailing you have to be able to adapt,” he tells me afterwards. “Any plan is only as good as the conditions at the time you made it.  The army has a saying: `No plan survives contact with the enemy`. 

In sailing, no plan survives contact with the elements.”

It’s finally time to set sail for nearby Oban harbour. I help the crew move the fenders - hefty buoys which act as buffers between the boat and the wooden jetty - to ease our passage as we cast off.


Another crew member patiently demonstrates how to tie a round turn and two-and-a-half hitches knot. I get all fingers and thumbs, the buoy twisting precariously. This sailing lark is a lot harder than round-the-world yachtswoman Ellen MacArthur makes it sound in her memoir (granted, I did skip a few pages).

As we head for Oban’s north pier, Dan lets me take the wheel. “Do you see that red-roofed building?” he asks. “Aim for that. Turn the wheel a bit to the right.”

I underestimate how sensitive the steering is and yank the wheel too quickly, like I’m playing Gran Turismo on the PS3. “Erm, perhaps not so much,” says Dan.

As we slowly glide across the Sound of Kerrera, I keep a wary eye on a Calmac ferry in the nearby harbour. I don’t fancy our chances in a head-to-head with that hulking beast. Fortunately, it stays put.

The pretty panorama of Oban harbour looms closer. Dan takes the wheel again to bring us alongside a fishing trawler. With Alba Explorer safely berthed, I clamber ashore. I haven’t quite got my sea legs, but at least I didn’t make a complete fool of myself. Well, aside from tying the fender. I hope that doesn’t fall off…

Sunday Herald 
1.   (a)   What mood is created by the reference to the weather in the 

             opening sentence?






          (U)1

      (b)   What does this suggest about the mood of the writer?                 
          (U)1

2.   Look at lines 4-7.

      Explain in your own words what the writer says her purpose on 

      board the ship is.







          (U)2

3.   Look at lines 9-17.

      (a)    Explain why the writer thinks “they have a far trickier task at hand: 

              getting me seaworthy”.





          (U)2

      (b)    Explain how the sentence structure in lines 16-17 emphasises 

              the problem.







          (A)2

4.   Look at lines 18-21.

      (a)   What does the word “unperturbed”  show about Craig McNeil’s 

              response to the writer’s mishaps?




          (U)1

      (b)   What does it suggest about how she expected him to react?
          (U)1

5.   Look at lines 21 -23.

      How appropriate are the names “pig pen” and “snake pit”?

          (U)2

6.   Look at lines 24-26.

      Show how the writer’s choice of words makes the cramped 

      conditions clear.                                                                                                 (A)4

7.   Explain what Dan means when he says in line 31: “ In sailing, no plan 

      survives contact with the elements.”




          (U)2

8.   What is the function of the words in parenthesis (dashes) in line 33?
          (A)1

9.   Look at lines 35-38.

      (a)   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice highlights 

              the writer’s difficulty in completing her task.


          (A)2

      (b)  Comment on the tone of “this sailing lark”.



          (A)1

10.   How effective is the simile or image in lines 41-42?


           (E)2

11.   How effective is the metaphor or image “that hulking beast” in 

        describing the Calmac ferry (lines 44-45)?



           (E)2

12.   Look at the lines 46-49.

        (a)   Explain how one expression reveals the writer’s feeling at the 

               end of the experience.





          (A)2

        (b)   Explain what is revealed about the writer’s feelings by any feature 

   of sentence structure.





          (A)2

                                                                                                            Total:   30 marks

1.    Look at lines 1-5. 

(a)   What evidence does the writer give for her opening statement:

             “Hunger and climate change are two of the greatest problems facing humanity 

      
  today.”?








            U 2


1 billion hungry people
1


People in Africa and Bangladesh suffering from lack of food and water 


because of changing weather patterns
.

1

       (b)   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice reveals her attitude to

              politicians.








 
A 2


“dither”     1    shows she believes they are wasting time/ineffective  1

2.   Comment on the effect of one feature of sentence structure in lines 6-7.
 
A 2

 
Suitable comment on either:


placing of “unbelievable at the beginning;


use of colon.




2

3.   Look at lines 8-14.
      (a)   Explain the function of inverted commas in line 9.


             
A 1


So called

      (b)   In your own words explain why ActionAid is particularly concerned about  

             industrial biofuels.





            
  
U 2


A very large amount 


1


Of crops grown for fuel not food
1

      (c)   Explain the function of parenthesis (dashes) in lines 11-12.

  
A 2


To add explanation

4.   “The more research is done, the worse biofuels look.”

      Look at lines 19-37.

      (a)    How convincing is the writer that research has been done?

  
E 2


Either:


Not convincing - no organisations mentioned  1
or specific reports quoted 1


Or;


Convincing because of statistics
1 
 +   example
1

      (b)    In your own words outline the writer’s main arguments against biofuels?    
U 5


Any 5 of:


Pushes up prices so more people can’t afford food


Less food for people to eat


Lack of land to grow food crops


The greenhouse gases they emit are worse than from the fuels they are replacing.


Cutting down forests to create farmland


Resulting in more carbon emissions

      (c )   How effectively does any one expression used by the writer persuade us to her 

              point of view?







  
E 2


Any suitable comment on eg.:


“there is wide agreement“/“it isn‘t surprising”/“in fact” / “it has become clear”

5.  Explain what the writer means in line 43 when she says that biofuels are a “red   

     herring”. 









  
U 2

     That focus on them    1   is stopping us from tackling greenhouse gas emissions    1

6.   Explain the function of the parenthesis in:      





A 6

      (a)   line 50 (commas); 
    to add a comment 
1   about  politicians’ actions     1

      (b)   lines 51-52 (commas);   to add information 
1   to clarify point   
               1

      (c) 
  lines 53-54 ( dashes);    to add explanation 
1   of changes required
   1
 





 



  

7.   Explain in your own words what the “hard truth” facing rich  countries is.
  
U 2    


People living in rich countries need to change the way they live 
1


Stop using so much of the earth’s resources



1











Total:   30  marks

1.
Where exactly is the author when he has his “last thought” (line 1)?                      U 1

On a rollercoaster/on Th13teen.

2.
Why does the author add “clank, bang, jolt” to line 2?                                           
A 1 

To imitate the noise of the rollercoaster OR involve the reader

3.
In your own words explain why the author thinks the first few seconds is

the best part of roller coasters. (lines 2-6)                                                               
U 3

steep angle -1; slow build up -1 OR suspense; suddenness of descent -1

4.
How does the language in lines 7-8 convey the speed of Th13teen?                      
A 2

Connotations of “blurred” – 1; hyperbole -1; “30 seconds”

5.
What does the word “booming” (lines8 & 9) suggest about Tom Baker’s voice?  
U 1 

Loud

6.
Explain how “And so I do” (line10) acts as a link.                                                 
U 2

“And” refers back to the previous sentence -1; “so I do” introduces the 

next paragraph where he tells his vote -1

7.
In your own words explain why the author voted for Th13teen.(lines11-15)          
U 2

It has the usual thrills of other roller coasters -1 but also something unexpected-1

8.
What is the effect of : 

“And that’s another curious name for a roller coaster isn’t it?” (lines 17-18)       
A 1

(rhetorical question) involves the reader -1

9.    
How well does the language of lines 18-20 suggest the speed of Rita?                 A/E 4 

  
word choice “shot”  -1  and simile “ like a stone from a catapult” -1 both 

suggesting   force and speed -1;   use of numbers/statistics giving details of speed -1              

10.
In your own words explain what made Rita “a remarkable breakthrough” 

(line 21)                                                                                                                    
U 2

It was different from previous rollercoasters -1; goes straight down -1.

11.
How does the context help the reader to understand the meaning of “atheists”

(line 24)?                                                                                                                  
U 2

“atheists” have no religious beliefs -1; “converted atheists to religion” tells us 

the meaning -1.

12.
Explain the use of the colon in line 25.                                                                    
A 1 

Introduces the names and details of the two rides. -1                                                                

13.
In your own words describe the “extraordinary feeling” (line 28).                       
U 2

Gloss of “skimming the earth (1) without any apparent means of support”.(1)

14.
In what ways would the author’s roller coaster design be for the :

“true roller coaster connoisseur” (line 34) Use your own words.                          
U 3

Explanation of :“connoisseur” -1; “savour” -1 and why “slow motion” would 

be appropriate -1

15.
(a) What is the tone of the last two sentences (lines 35-36) of the passage?           
A 1

Wistful -1 (or similar)

(b) How does the sentence structure convey this tone?                                          
A 2

Repetition of “perhaps” -1; used at start of sentence -1

Total:   30  marks
1.
(a)   Explain in your own words what the writer  means when he says “the  

                    terminal was aswarm with activity.”





U 2


There was a lot of people/vehicles


1


There was a lot going on much movement 

1

       
(b)   Comment on the effect of the word “abruptly.”
       



A 1


Conveys idea of rapid/almost immediate/sudden change
1

      
(c)   In your own words explain in what ways the streets were different 

       from the terminal.  







U 2


There was nobody around.



1


It was very quiet.




1

2.   
Explain what the expression “The only mildly dismaying thing”  (line 7) 

reveals about the writer’s feelings at this time.         




U 2  


He was a little   
1
horrified.

1

or
He was more excited 
1
than despairing.
1

or
He was not very
1
downhearted

1

3.   
Explain  how one example of the writer’s word choice in lines 10-11  conveys 

his excitement at the possibility of finding a place to stay.     


A 2


Selection of one of:



“Hooray”/“hurried”/“eagerness”
1
+ explanation

1

4.   
Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice in lines 11-13 highlights 

      
the extent of the  disturbance  he makes as he approaches the guesthouse.    
A 2


Selection of one of:



“crashing”/“clattering”/“almost immediately” 
1 



 + explanation
1

5.   
Show how the writer conveys the unfriendly character of the guesthouse owner 

       
through  word choice  and sentence structure. 

Comment on one example of each.
         





A 4





Any one of the following:


“sharp voice”/“banging closed”
1   
+ explanation

1


short sentences/minor sentences 
1          + explanation
 
1

6.   
(a)   Explain in your own words what kind of place the Churchill is.     

U 2


Any 2 of the following:



It is luxurious/ welcoming/bright/full of people/posh
2

      
(b)   Explain in your own words why the writer could not stay at the Churchill.   
U 1


He couldn’t afford it. 


1

7.   
In your own words state two features of the Marine Parade shelter that make 

it an uncomfortable place to spend the night.    




U 2


Gloss on “open to the elements”  
1


Gloss on “the bench was slatted and hard”
1

8.   
Explain the function of the dash in line 33.          




A 2


Introduces
1
 list of items he found
1

9.   
Comment on the effectiveness of the simile or image “a sky that looked 

like a pile of  wet towels  (line 43).        





E 2


Effective because gives idea of:



Heaviness of clouds/build up of clouds/dampness etc.
2

 

10.  
(a)   The writer says he was “a young man with more on his mind than in it.”   

                   What does this reveal about the writer’s state of mind at this point?     

U 2


He is concerned/worried 
1


Doesn’t know what to do 
1

       
(b)   Show how  one other word in these lines reveal the writer’s mood.  

A 2



“wretched” /”shuffled” 
1 
+ explanation

1

11. 
Consider the passage as a whole. Comment, with close reference to the 

passage, on the effectiveness of the humour in conveying this experience.   

E 2

      
Any suitable explanation of effectiveness eg.


It is effective because:


Helps us to visualise scene


Helps us to take less serious view of the writer’s situation


Helps us to empathise


Reminds us that he is a stranger to Britain    + reference to text.  2
Total:   30  marks

1.
Look at the sub heading. Why is “Ray of hope” an appropriate phrase 

for the passage?                               






A 2                    

“ray” refers to sun rays -1; “hope” because  sun worshippers will have hope 

that it is ok to sunbathe -1

2.
In your own words explain the disagreement between the experts (lines 2-5).   
U 3           

Some say sunshine is dangerous -1; others say that companies are making 

money by suggesting this -1 and that not having some sun makes us ill -1    

3.
Why has the writer used inverted commas around “milk bottle” and 

“lobster” in line 12?    







A 2

Metaphorical use -1 and phrases used by people -1 

 4.    
Read lines14-20. QUOTE two health benefits of vitamin D.     


U 2     

        
Any 2 of “builds a robust immune system”; “builds..strong bones”; “fights 

off some cancers”; “fights off..depression”

 5.   
Why is “Sunlight Robbery” in line 23 in italics?      




A 1 

      
 Title -1

6.   
In your own words explain what, according to Professor Tim Oliver 

(lines 26-29), could cause a health crisis.        




U 3 

      
Arguments against sun-bathing -1; young people not playing outside 

nowadays; -1   so not getting sun to make vitamin D -1.                                                         

7.   
Explain the use of the colon (:) in line 33.              




A 1   

Introduces an explanation -1

8.   
Look at lines 43-48. What makes the information about Donna so sad 

and shocking?    







        A/E 2

Any 2 of : word choice “Burnt..to point where they were sore”; 

use of numbers (of melanomas); her age.
9. 
QUOTE two phrases from lines 52-53 which suggest that using sunbeds 

could be good for  people.           






U 2  

“same health benefits as exposure to sunshine” -1;

 “sunbed users have.. Canada” -1.

10. 
What is “tanorexia”? (line 60)?        






U 2   

Obsession -1 with getting a tan -1

11. 
How does the sentence structure in lines 64-67 emphasise the 

pros and cons of fake tanning products?                




A 2 

List of pros -1; “But at start of sentence emphasises about to get cons -1

12. 
How does the word “sun-kissed” (line 72) suggest that a tan is attractive?     
A 2             

 
Pleasant connotations of “sun”-1; “kissed” suggests care/love -1

13.
 In your own words explain how sunscreens work.         



U 2

Some don’t let sunlight through to skin -1; others change the effect 

of the sun’s rays when they are in the skin -1

14. 
In your own words explain how, according to Professor Dalgleish, parents 

might have caused rickets in their daughters. (lines 89–91).             

U 2

Parents covered their daughters in sunscreen -1 so they did not get 

enough sun to make vitamin D-1

15. 
What makes this passage an effective piece of discursive writing?    

E 2   

Gives both sides of the argument same attention -1; quotes experts -1;

 uses statistics and examples -1

Total:   30  marks

1.
How does the writer convey his excitement at starting his new job in lines 1-2? 
A 2













Either:



Word choice - “great day”



Short sentence - “The great day comes.”

2.   
Explain in your own words what the brass numbered tally (line 4) is used for. 
U 2












It is a token exchanged for a lamp 
1


Shows whether recipient is down the pit or not
1

3.   
What does the writer mean when he says that the twin winding gears “stand

      
sentinel” (line 9)?








U 1


Looks like they are guarding 
1 
the entrance to the pit

1

4.  
 Look at lines 11-18.

      
(a)  Explain what a “double-deck cage” is.





U 2



A lift enclosure
1  
on two levels

1

      
(b)  What causes the writer some unease as he stands in the cage? 

      Use your own words.







U 2











It doesn’t feel stable
1    because of so many people moving about     1


or



He worries that the cable might not be strong enough 
1  



To hold so heavy a weight




1

5.   
Look at lines 19-23.

      
(a)   Explain how one example of  the writer’s word choice reveals his 

                    feelings.









A 2



“last glimpse of daylight”    1
 



“Gawwwwd”  

1
+     explanation
1



Or other suitable selection

     
 (b)   How does the sentence structure reveal his feelings?



A 2


Minor sentences/exclamation

1
reveals  shock

6.     
How effectively does the writer’s word choice in lines 27-40 convey the 

speed at which the cage drops?
  





E 4





          



2 examples eg: “whizz” /“fast-moving kaleidoscope”/“hurtling” 
2


+ explanations



2

7.  
 Look at lines 35-43.

      
(a)   How does the writer show his surprise at what he sees when he 

       reaches the pit-bottom?            






A 2 











Exclamation 
1   use of metaphor
1

      
(b)   What is surprising about it?
Use your own words.



U 3



Any 3 of:




It is light
1




It is cold
1




It didn’t look like a tunnel
1




It is a big space
1


8.   
Explain the function of the dash (-) in line 48.




A 2


Introduces
1 
explanation of how it is as he expected
1

9.   
Look at lines 47-58.

      
(a)   What difficulties does the writer face in his journey from the 

        pit-bottom to the place where he is to work?




U 2






He can’t stand upright

1



Keeps banging his head on protruding items from roof
1

      
(b)   Explain how the one and a half mile walk is longer at the end of the shift. 
U 1



Once the men are tired     1  
much more difficult to walk/slower
1

10.   
Consider the passage as a whole. Referring closely to the text, comment 

on the writer’s relationship with his uncle.





A 3



Good relationship/ fondness etc. based on:



Writer looks to Jim for advice  “He’ll keep me right”



Jim looks after him
“Jim helps me…”



They joke together   lines 24-25

  

Any other suitable reference

Total:   30  marks

1.
In your own words explain the findings from the 

University of Kent. (lines 3-6).     






U 2

Chimps that are not in the wild -1; have odd behaviour -1. (or similar)                                                                                                                                               

2.
How does the sentence structure in lines 7-9 emphasise the problems 

of the chimps studied?                     






A 2  

Gives a long list -1 of problem behaviour -1.

 3.
Look at lines 9-11. In your own words explain why the researchers decided 

that the chimps’ abnormal behaviour was the result of being in captivity.        
U 2

 
Chimps had different environments -1 but none lived in wild -1.

4.
In your own words describe the two different types of abnormal behaviour 

caused by captivity, according to Nicholas Newton-Fisher in lines 12-14.        
U 3

Continuous -1 slightly odd behaviour -1; some very strange behaviour -1

5.
Explain how the context helps you to figure out the meaning 

of “deterring” in line 16.     







U 3

Means  preventing/stopping -1; “But” suggests opposite from previous -1;

rest of sentence tells that Blair Drummond are going ahead to breed 

chimps in captivity. -1

6.
In your own words explain what Alasdair Gillies blames for chimpanzees’ 

abnormal behaviour (lines22-23).      





U 2  

chimps are copying -1 other chimps who behave oddly -1

7.
How does Mr Gillies’ word choice in line 24 suggest that Blair Drummond 

is serious about breeding chimpanzees?        





A 2 

“pressing” -1 suggests going ahead quickly/forcefully -1

8.
In lines 28-33 Gary Gilmour explains why he thinks it is important to 

breed the Blair Drummond chimpanzees. 

In your own words give four of his reasons.             




U 4

Any 4 of; not many of this type -1; not many left in wild -1; 

habitat being reduced -1; being killed for food-1; being taken as pets -1.
9.
What is the function of the word “However” in line 34?                          

A 1

Indicates opposite side of argument.

10.
In lines 36-39 Dr Newton- Fisher explains why he thinks that 

chimpanzees should not be bred in captivity. 

In your own words explain these reasons.                    



U 3

Not easy to get chimps bred in captivity to survive in wild -1; 

should concentrate on natural habitat -1 and existing wild chimps -1.

11.
Why are the commas used in line 40?                                                            
A 2

Parenthesis -1; telling more about Travers -1

12.
Read lines 40-44.What does Will Travers think it is about captivity that 

causes chimpanzees to behave abnormally? Answer in your own words.      
U 2 

Restrictions in space -1; abnormal way of life -1                                           

13.
How well do the writers present both sides of the argument? 

Support your answer with reference to the passage.            



E 2

Give details from both sides and quotations from experts on 

both sides -1 reference-1

Total:   30  marks

1.
How does the first sentence grab the reader’s interest?                                  
A 1

Acts as a hook  OR want to read on to find out why he’ll remember it 

2.
Why does the author include: “Population 800” in line 3?                      

A 1

Emphasises how small town is OR shows author’s surprise at its small size

3.
Explain the use of the colon (:) in line 5.                                                  

A 1

Introduces the explanation

4.
Read paragraph 2.

In your own words describe the Amish clothing.                  

                       
U 2

Gloss on “modest and plain”                                                        

 5.
What does: “the way they carried themselves” mean? (line 8)                      
U 1

Their manner(s)/behaviour/attitude towards others   

6.
Explain the use of the dashes in lines 7- 8.                                                  

A 1

Parenthesis/indicating additional information, i.e. explaining “the look”                                                           

7.
Read paragraph 3. How does the author’s word choice suggest that 

Mervin is a pleasant person?                         





A 2 

Connotations of “slow, soft grin”; gentle -1; smile-1

8.
Read lines 14-15. Why is Mervin’s furniture “outstandingly great”? 

Use your own words.                       






U 2  

Durable – 1; will be valuable OR collectable in the future - 1

9.
Quote two words or phrases from lines 16-18 which show the author’s 

admiration for Mervin.         







U 2 

Any 2 of:  “delightful”; “decent”; “ absolutely straight”; “nothing to hide”;

“ring of truth”

10.
Read lines 22-23. In your own words explain what, according to the 

author, makes the Amish community humane?              



U 2

Idea that they treat everyone the same/same rights/don’t try to be different 

from each other/ don’t try to stand out or be special – 1

Put the good of the group before themselves -1

11.
Read lines 24-27. In your own words explain Mervin’s attitude to the rules.  
U 2

 sees them as beneficial – 1 and does not feel constrained by them

 OR was not upset by them -1

 12.
Look at line 28. What effect is the author trying to achieve by using a question? 
A 1

Involve reader

 13.
Read lines 28-32. Quote two words or phrases that show that the author 

is “a wee bit frightened of horses”.              





U 2

“bit wary” - 1; “lurked behind” - 1

14.
Read lines 33-36. How does the language convey that the author 

was “in seventh heaven”?                         





A 3                                                                                          
Full marks requires some understanding of meaning of “seventh heaven”.

Repetition of Amish – 1 suggests excitement– 1;word choice: “wonderful moment” OR  “pleased me so much” – 1 and suggests happiness -1; sentence structure – short sentence: “It was a wonderful moment” -1 conveys joy -1.

 15.
Read lines 37- 41
What is unusual about the structure of the sentence: “And we’re not talking a 

bag of crisps here”? (line 38)                                                                             
A 1

Begins with “And” Or begins with a conjunction.

16.
Give the meaning of “oblivious” in line 41 and explain how the context 

helps you to deduce the meaning.                        




U 2  

Unaware of – 1 and  reference to singing to themselves - 1 

17.
Read lines 42-47.  What technique is “clip-clopping”? (line 43)    


A 1 

Onomatopoeia  OR  alliteration 

18.
How effective is the last paragraph in conveying how the author felt about 

his day with Mervin? Refer to word choice and/or sentence structure to 

support your answer.                                





E 3 

Effective in conveying idea that it was memorable/very enjoyable/ made him appreciate small things in life/ realisation that good relations with other people 

is what is most important/ -1/2 plus appropriate reference(s) – 1/2.

Total:   30  marks

1.
What recent event makes the writer understand Michael Gove’s attraction 

to the idea that soldiers should be used as teachers?      



U 1

A teacher was disciplined for working as a stripper-1.

2.
Explain, in your own words, how the curriculum in free schools would be

different.   









U 3

Focus on of literacy -1, numeracy -1 and competitive sport -1.

3.
Explain why the writer begins paragraph one with a question.   


A 1

To involve reader/encourage thought etc. -1

4.
Look at lines 8-12. In what four ways will power be given back to the teacher?  
U 4

Physical force could be used-1;

parents could be fined-1; 

teachers could search pupils-1;

staff would be protected from pupil accusation-1.

5.
(a)   What does the word choice in lines 13-22 suggest about the extent of 

                    indiscipline in schools?    






A 1

It is a very big problem-1


(b)   Quote two words or phrases which contribute to this idea?   


U 2


“deemed uncontrollable”-1; “truancy appalling”-1; “breakdown of classroom

discipline”-1; “scrapheap at seven”-1 (any 2) 

6.
In what other way does the writer emphasise the extent of the problem?   

A 1

Use of numbers/statistics.

7.
How does the sentence structure in lines 27-30 emphasise the writer’s  

      
opinion of:

(a)   the work of teachers;   







A 2

Lists -1     range of tasks teachers perform -1. 


(b)   the suitability of soldiers as teachers?    




A 2

Points out in brackets/parenthesis -1    that soldiers are unqualified to teach -1.
8.
Explain the use of inverted commas around each of the following :

(a)   “Johnny Anglais” (lines32-33);    



 

A 1                                       
Not his real name/stage name -1. 

(b)  “nothing wrong”. (line 35).    






A 1

a quotation -1

9.
Look at lines 41-45.
      
What two problems does the writer think might be caused by the opening of 

      
the proposed free school?    







U 2

Might poach best pupils and teachers -1     Might cause social division -1.

10.
Explain clearly, in your own words, why Clive Dytor believes ex-military 

       
personnel would make good teachers.   





U 2

Gloss of idea that they concentrate on identifying a problems -1

finding answers and focus on achieving them -1.

11.
How does the sentence structure of the sentence beginning in line 50 show 

       
that the writer does not wholly agree with this point of view?     


A 2

After the dash  -1 he uses the word “but” -1 to introduce a number of problems.

12.
What do you think the writer thinks about the idea of employing soldiers as 

       
teachers?  Give two reasons for your answer.   




U 3

He does not approve -1. Style won’t suit everyone -1. Free thinking will be

discouraged -1. Calls soldiers amateurs -1.  (any 3)

13.
How effective do you think the last two paragraphs are as a conclusion to 

       
the article?  Give a reason for your answer.     




E 2

Effective. Sums up both sides of the argument and present’s writers own 

view to finish.

Total:   30  marks

1.   
“Heaven for cyclists is the Netherlands” How does the writer’s word choice 

     
 in lines 1-3 develop this idea?                                                                                  
A 3


Religion, reverence, Mecca (any 2)   Promised Land.

2.   
Look at lines 4-7. Pick out three facts which highlight the popularity of 

cycling in the Netherlands.          






U 3 

Bikes outnumber people-1. Most people cycle every day.  -1  

Shops must provide racks for bikes-1.                                                                                       

3.   
(a)   In your own words explain what effect the popularity of cycling in 

                   the Netherlands have on the politicians.                                                 

A 1

They must consider cyclists’ views/opinions.

      
(b)   What effect does the popularity of cycling in The Netherlands have 

        on the provision for cyclists?                                                                           
U 1

There are plenty of proper cycle lanes.

4.   
(a)   What two advantages does the Netherland’s flat landscape give to cyclists?   
U 2     

There are no hills so there is no need for expensive -1 high tech -1 bikes.

      
(b)   What technique is the writer using when he writes :

        “Most bikes weigh a ton”? 






A 1  

Exaggeration/Hyperbole. 

      
(c)    Quote another example of this technique in lines 12-15.      


A 1   

             Cost more than replacement body parts.                

      
(d)    What effect does the use of this technique have on the writer’s tone?      
A 1   

         
Adds humour. Possibly note of irritation.

5.   
Explain how the context of lines 18/19 helps you to understand the meaning 

      
of “battle with geography and climate”.                                                       

U 2


Reference to “hills” linking with landscape -1 and “ wind” linking with weather-1.

6.   
What two impressions of motorway conditions are created by the use of the 

      
word “thundering” (line 23).                                                                                
A 2

Noisy/loud etc -1 and vibrating/reverberating/shaking -1.

7.   
Reread lines 27-32. Do you think the writer is a fan of Graeme Orbree’s? 

      
Give a reason for your answer.                                                                              
U 2


No. Refers to him as a “fanatic” -1/ he can’t resist having a wee moan-1.

8.   
Read lines 32-35. 
     
(a)   Explain in your own words, three things about cyclists and their attitude to 

                    cycling, which irritate the writer.                                                                      
U 3

Gloss of idea that they always feel got at-1 boast that they are being healthy-1and environmentally friendly-1.

      
(b)   How does the word “chirrup” add to this effect?                                  

A 1

Makes them sound annoyingly bright and noisy/eternally positive/upbeat
9.   
Look at lines 36-44.
      
(a)   Identify two aspects of cyclists’ behaviour on the roads which irritate 

                   the writer.    








U 2 


Don’t obey or know highway code/don’t use cycle lanes/ride at least two 

abreast    (any 2)

      
(b)   The writer says: “cyclists hunt in packs” Do you think this is an effective 

                   use of language? Give a reason for your answer.          


        A/E 2 


Yes makes them seem like animals/predators-1 and so highlights his 

negative attitude towards them-1.                                    

10.  
In your own words explain what two new rules the writer would like to see 

       
for cyclists and explain what the advantages of these rules would be.       

U 2  

Have number plates  -1 (to identify individuals). Pay licence fee -1 (to give 

them a right to demands road improvements etc).                 

11.  
What is the purpose of this piece of writing?                                                

A 1

         Choose from:
(a) To inform.

(b) To argue.

(c) To persuade.

(d) To entertain.

To persuade

Total:   30  marks

1.   
Look at lines 1-6. Explain in your own words what is unusual about the 

      
geological conditions beneath Manson in Iowa.                                         

U 2

The rock was strangely misshapen-1   and the water was unusually soft-1

2.   
Why have inverted commas been used in lines 3-4?                                          
A 2  

To show /mark quotations -2.

3.   
How do lines 11-12 help you to understand what a geologist does?             

U 2

Suggests geologists study landscape formation-1 because they thought a 

volcano had caused the effects noted at Manson -1.

4.   
What explanation did the 1953 geologists give for the deformed rocks 

      
of Manson?







      

U 1

Caused by a volcano in the distant past.

5.   
Read lines14-22.

            (a)   What did cause the geological features of Manson?                      

U 1


Hit by a meteor/gloss of idea.

(b)   Pick out two examples of word choice which emphasise the 

        violence of the impact.                                                                        

A 2

” ripped” -1, “punched”-1

(c)   Pick out three phrases which emphasise the power of the “rock” 

       which hit Manson?                                                                             

A 3

ripped through the atmosphere” -1  ”two .hundred times the speed of sound” -1 

“with a violence and suddenness”-1.

(d)   What tone does he achieve by calling the meteor a “rock”?            

A 1

Humour.

6.    
Look at lines 23-29.
(a)   How does the writer use sentence structure to emphasise the 

       nature of the meteor impact at Manson?                                         

A 2

Long sentence followed by minor sentence-1 followed by single 

word “Ever”-1 emphasises that this was a unique event.

(b)   How does the writer emphasise the size of the crater which 

       was created.                                                                                      

A 2

Grand Canyon -1 would appear “quaint and trifling” -1 in comparison.

(c)   Explain in your own words why the crater is no longer visible.      

U 2

Because it has been filled in -1 and eroded/smoothed out over time -1.

7.    
(a)   What figure of speech is used in line 28, “as flat as a table top”?   

A 1


Simile

       
(b)   What effect does it have?                                                                   

E 1


Highlights how invisible the crater now is

8.   
Why does the writer use dashes in lines 31-32?                                      

A 1


To add extra information- parenthesis

9.   
Read lines 34-35. 

      
Explain in your own words what happened in Manson in June 1979?     

U 2


A tornado destroyed the business district -1 and killed 4 people -1.

10.
(a)   What figure of speech is used in lines 34-35 “a tornado rolled

                    up...business district.”?                                                                      

A 1


Personification/ metaphor

          
(b)   Comment on its effect.                                                                        

E 1


Humour or it makes the tornado seem like a violent person.

11.   
What is the purpose of “Crater Days” (line 40)?                                              
U 1


To distract people from the memory of the fatal tornado.

12.   
Think about the passage as a whole. Which of these you think is the main 

        
purpose of the passage: to entertain and inform OR to argue or persuade.

        
Give a reason for your answer.                                                                         
E 2


To entertain and inform -1.  It tells interesting facts in an amusing way -1.

Total:   30  marks

1.   
Look at lines 1-3. 

      
What new feature is being added to the image used to advertise the Big Mac?     
U 1


The number of calories/calorific values will also be shown in big letters.

2.   
Quote one example of word choice which presents a positive image of 

      
the Big Mac.    







          
A 1


"Crispy lettuce”.

3.   
Quote two examples of word choice which present a negative image of 

      
the Big Mac.  







          

A 2


“oozing cheese” -1    “Greasy meat patties” -1.

4.   
Using your own words as far as possible, explain the purpose of the 

      
Public Health Responsibility Deal (line 5).                                                      
U 2


To help people stop overeating  -1        limit calorie intake -1.

5.   
Look at lines 8-12

    
(a)   Explain what is surprising about the most calorific item on the

                   MacDonald’s menu?





              
U 2


It is a chicken based dish -1 which most would expect to be a healthier option -1.

    
(b)   How does the writer suggest that the Quarterpounder is an 

                   unattractive item?          





               
A 2


Use of word choice -1 plus example -1/ “overly yellow square 

cheese”/ “ another heavy weight”.

6.   
What point is the writer making in lines 13-17?                                                      
U 1


Macdonald’s food is not all high calorie.

7. 
(a)   What is unusual about the sentence which begins: “So far so 

                    fascinating” (line 18)?





         

A 1


Not a sentence/minor sentence /no verb (any).

    
(b)   What effect does it have on the writer’s tone?                                  

A 1


Adds sarcasm/flippancy/humour.

8.   
Look at lines 21-24. The writer compares a cheese baguette with a Big Mac.
     
(a)   Which one has fewer calories?                                                              

U 1


Big Mac.

     
(b)   Which one is healthier?                                                                                
U 1


Cheese baguette.

     
(c)   What point is the writer trying to make?                                                

U 1


Calorific value does not indicate healthiness/nutritional value.

9.   
Look at lines 25-29. 
     
(a)   Using your own words give one advantage and one disadvantage 

                   of showing calorific  values on fast food menus.                                        
U 2


Gives idea of quantity consumed. -1.  Does not give nutritional value -1.

     
(b)  According to the writer, what are the problems with 

                  MacDonald’s food?  Use your own words.                                               
U 3


Sold in small quantities -1 not filling -1so more is consumed -1.

10.   
How does the word “furthermore” (line 30) act as a link in

 the writer’s argument?     





               
A 1

Indicates an additional point is about to be made.

11.   
Explain why the writer compares a box of Chicken Nuggets with 

       
 a Smoked Salmon Baguette.                                                                                  
A 2


To illustrate that foods with the same calorific value -1can have 

wildly different nutritional content  -1(accept an understanding of this point)

12.   
What is the purpose of the brackets in line 33?                                                    
A 1


To add an explanation.

13.   
Read lines 37-40. In your own words explain what the writer feels 

       
 about fast food companies signing up to the government initiative.               
U 2


Positive step -1 but judgement reserved on actual impact -1.

14.   
In line 42, why is the word “skinny” in inverted commas?                                 
A 1


To show that this is not the writer’s belief/own words -1.

15.   
How effective is the final paragraph as a conclusion to the article? 

        
Refer closely to the paragraph to give a reason for your answer.                        
E 2


Mark on merit - look for awareness of use of anecdote/illustration/ 

misrepresentation. -2


1.   
(a)   What mood is created by the reference to the weather in the 

                   opening sentence?







U 1


Dreary/dismal.

      
(b)   What does this suggest about the mood of the writer?                 

U 1


Pessimistic.

2.   
Look at lines 4-7.
      
Explain in your own words what the writer says her purpose on 

      
board the ship is.








U 2


To find out -1   if she would be capable of working on board a tall ship. -1

3.   
Look at lines 9-17.

      
(a)    Explain why the writer thinks “they have a far trickier task at hand: 

                    getting me seaworthy“.







U 2


In the past - 1 she has had a number of bad experiences on the water. -1

      
(b)    Explain how the sentence structure in lines 16-17 emphasises 

                     the problem.








A 2


Long list of seas -1  emphasises large number of times she has been seasick. -1 



4.   
Look at lines 18-21.
      
(a)   What does the word “unperturbed”  show about Craig McNeil’s 

                    response to the writer’s mishaps?





U 1


He didn’t seem to notice or react.

      
(b)   What does it suggest about how she expected him to react?


U 1


She expected him to think she was useless/show disdain.

5.   
Look at lines 21 -23.
      
How appropriate are the names “pig pen” and “snake pit”?


U 2


Pig pen is appropriate because it is an enclosure and tubular shape of rolled up 


Sails look like pigs - 2


The many loops of coloured rope look like entwined snakes. - 2

6.   
Look at lines 24-26.

      
Show how the writer’s choice of words makes the cramped 

      
conditions clear.                                                                                       

A 4


“Minuscule”  1    +  suitable explanation
1


“Tiny”           1    +  suitable  explanation
1

7.   
Explain what Dan means when he says in line 31: “ In sailing, no plan 

      
survives contact with the elements.”






U 2


Weather conditions 
1
can alter plans

1

8.   
What is the function of the words in parenthesis (dashes) in line 33?
 
A 1


To give an explanation of the word “fenders”

9.   
Look at lines 35-38.
      
(a)   Explain how one example of the writer’s word choice highlights 

                    the writer’s difficulty in completing her task.


 

A 2


Suitable explanations of
1


“all fingers and thumbs”/”precariously”/”twisting precariously”
1

      
(b)  Comment on the tone of “this sailing lark”.




A 1


Flippant.

10.   
How effective is the simile or image in lines 41-42.




E 2


The simile “like I’m playing Gran Turismo on the PS3” is very effective 


because it illustrates in a humorous way
1


how she is turning the wheel too forcefully, causing 
the ship to turn too much.   1

11.   
How effective is the metaphor or image “that hulking beast” in 

        
describing the Calmac ferry (lines 44-45)?





E 2


It is very effective because it gives the idea that the ferry is very large    1


And threatening/dangerous
1

12.   
Look at the lines 46-49.
        
(a)   Explain how one expression reveals the writer’s feeling  at the 

                   end of the experience.





   

A 2


Any two of the following:


“I didn‘t make a complete fool of myself“/”safely berthed”  1    - relief
1

        
(b)   Explain what is revealed about the writer’s feelings by any feature 

       of sentence structure.





   

A 2

Ellipsis/minor sentence   1    +   suitable explanation
    1 

Total:   30  marks
A rough guide to passage level of difficulty, (in ascending order) 
1.
Big Mac (teaching points include: sentence structure; tone; linkage; parenthesis; use of inverted commas).

2.
Food versus Fuel (word choice; sentence structure; use of dash; imagery; mood).

3.
Manson, Iowa (use of inverted commas; word choice; tone; sentence structure; simile; metaphor).

4.
King of the Road (use of colon; parenthesis; word choice; linkage; use of comma).

5.
The Deep (word choice; sentence structure; use of dash).

6.
Life’s Ups and Downs (onomatopoeia; word choice; linkage; sentence structure; context;  colon; tone).

7.
Tall Ships Ahoy (mood; sentence structure; word choice; tone; imagery).

8.
Zoos to Breed Chimpanzees (sentence structure; context; word choice; linkage; use of comma).

9.
There’s More to School (word choice; sentence structure; lists; parenthesis).

10.
Let’s Make Cyclists Pay (word choice; hyperbole; tone; context).

11.
Tanning (use of italics; use of colon; word choice; sentence structure; discursive writing).

12.
Sleeping Rough (word choice; sentence structure; use of dash; imagery; mood).
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Food vs Fuel





ActionAid is an organisation which supports people living in poor countries. Here Meredith Alexander, ActionAid’s head of trade and corporates, argues against using biofuels in our cars.








10





15





20





25





30





35





40





45





50





55





QUESTIONS  -  Food vs Fuel 
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Life’s Ups and Downs





Mark Smith hurtles around the rides at Alton Towers but can’t decide which one terrifies him the most.
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QUESTIONS  -  Life's Ups and Downs





Sleeping  Rough





In this passage, the writer, Bill Bryson remembers the excitement and difficulties of his first night spent in Britain in 1973.
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Total:   30 marks








Tanning: Let the Sunshine In





         Ray of hope: not enough exposure to sunlight can lead to a deficiency in vitamin D
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Tanning equipment safety is at the forefront of its design.





40





45





50





55





60





65





70





75





80





85





90





95





QUESTIONS  -  Tanning: Let the Sunshine In





The Deep





In this extract from his autobiography, “Somewhere to Lay My Head”, Robert Douglas describes his first experience of working underground as a miner at Polkemmet pit in the 1950s
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QUESTIONS  -  The Deep





Zoo To Breed Chimpanzees Despite Cruelty Warning





Charlie Cooper & Michael McCarthy, Independent.co.uk.
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QUESTIONS  -  Zoo To Breed Chimpanzees Despite Cruelty Warning





5





King of the Road





Billy Connelly travelled Route 66 in U.S.A. on his trike.
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QUESTIONS  -  King of the Road
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There's more to school than learning how to obey orders





In this article Janet Street-Porter looks at proposals for a new type of school for deprived children staffed entirely by ex-servicemen which would be introduced in England as a response to the recent riots.
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QUESTIONS  -  There's more to school than learning how to obey orders





Let’s make cyclists pay their own way


Heaven for cyclists is in the Netherlands


This passage by Alan Taylor has been slightly adapted from The Glasgow Herald.  He argues that cyclists should be licensed and taxed in order to use the roads.
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QUESTIONS  -           Let’s make cyclists pay their own way





                                    Heaven for cyclists is in the Netherlands





Manson, Iowa





In this passage, which has been adapted from Bill Bryson’s “A Short History of Nearly Everything”,  the writer explains the important geological history of Manson, Iowa.





“The history of any one part of the Earth, like the life of a soldier, consists of long periods of boredom and short periods of terror.”    British geologist Derek V. Ager.








5





10





20





15





25





30





40





35





45





QUESTIONS   -  Manson, Iowa





                                   





 Total:   30 marks





Big Mac


This article, by Matilda Batteresby, was adapted from “The Independent”.
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Tall Ships Ahoy





In this article for the Sunday Herald, Susan Swarbrick describes her experience as she sampled life aboard a tall ship.
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QUESTIONS   -  Tall Ships Ahoy





                                   





ANSWERS – Please note that the following answers are intended as guidelines only.
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