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Starting Primary 1

At

Old Monkland Primary School
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Welcome to Old Monkland Primary School

Primary 1

As you know this is the year your child starts school 

and we are glad that they are joining us in Old Monkland Primary School.

This year, starting school may have to be a very different experience and we are aware this could cause anxiety and uncertainty about what starting school will look like.

Due to School Closures, Social Distancing and Health and Safety advice as we move forward we have not been able to offer the rich programme of transition activities we usually like to offer to ensure all of our new children and families know how welcome they are and how hard we will work to make sure you and your child settle well into school.
However, we want you to know that we will do all we can to continue to offer the safe, warm and caring environment that has always been our top priority.

We are familiar now with restrictions should they be required and want to reassure you that we will do our best for your child in whatever model they start school with us.

We hope you feel able to contact us in June to discuss any of your concerns prior to schools reopening in August.

We will continue to communicate with you throughout this month and aim to work in partnership with you in August to build your knowledge and skills about on-going and new school systems we have had to put in place this term

However, there are still ways you can help your child look forward to this exciting event and get the most out of it. 

It is a good idea to talk about school – telling them how much they will enjoy meeting new staff, making new friends and getting to play and learn together.
We hope the programme we have offered you through our school Blog in June will help give you some nice things to talk about together and begin to get your child looking forward to P.1

HELPFUL SKILLS TO WORK ON!!

(Especially this year- but don’t worry if your child is not quite at the stage to do all of these independently.)

It would be helpful if you could encourage your child to…

· Wash their Hands
Sing the Happy Hands song twice to the tune of Happy Birthday. Talk to them about washing all the different parts of their hands ,Backs, palms, thumbs , nails.

There are some lovely you tube clips to use for this .

· Put on and take off their jacket

· Hang their jacket on a peg using little hook

· Fasten trouser buttons or wear pull on trousers!

· Have slip on or velcro shoes where possible

· Practise opening crisps etc or their favourites they may bring for snack /lunch.

· Use knife, fork , spoon

· Take turns- play turn taking games

· Brush their teeth ( not done in school /nursery on return for now)
All of these skills will be taught and reinforced throughout School too, as all children develop at different rates. ( please don’t worry!)
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Ready for Learning at School?
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Parents often wonder when the best time to start activities such as reading or writing and whether they should begin this before starting school. The straightforward response is – when your child is ready for these activities.

However, there are particular approaches to develop these skills. Most children will not begin formal reading until they are in school, although some might begin in nursery.

Literacy

[image: image7.emf]








The best way to prepare them for reading is to look at books, pictures, shapes and talk about them. Also teaching nursery rhymes is very important, as research has shown that children who recognise rhyming words are more able to read.
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Point out examples of words in you child’s environment too. 
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To encourage readiness for writing, the more you let your child draw, trace or paint, the better. Again there are particular ways of drawing letters and the teacher will show them where to start.
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Encourage you child to colour in and if possible give them opportunities to cut out using a pair of children’s scissors.
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To prepare for Maths work, it would be helpful if your child can recognise colours. Matching and sorting objects like buttons or lego is also very useful.

Sort things into colour groups, big, small, long , short etc.
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Talking about shapes is helpful too e.g. round, jaggy, straight etc.

To encourage good pencil control let your child draw as much as possible. 
We will provide you with a Summer Activity Pack when you come to visit.The pack has opportunities for practising drawing lines from left to right. Also in the pack are tracing activities. 
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Try using greaseproof paper over colouring books to trace. The bold lines make this idea  just as good as some of the expensive books you can buy!

               

Golden Rules

At Old Monkland primary we use the language of positive choices and following the Golden Rules to encourage children to understand their feelings and those of others when things are challenging.

Do be kind and helpful

Do be honest

Do be gentle

Do listen to people

Do work hard

Do look after property

Things your child will need

Uniform

The wearing of school uniform is encouraged by both the school and the Education Authority. Sweatshirts, polo shirts, cardigans, trousers, skirts, blouses/shirts, fleeces, blazers, badges and ties can be purchased from Scotcrest in Airdrie. The school colours are royal blue sweatshirts with gold polo shirts with black/grey trousers or skirts. Yellow or blue school dresses are also fine in the Summer.

P.E.

Teachers will inform you of P.E. days in the new term.

If children could wear black joggers or leggings on these days that would be fine for now.

Normal PE kit is plain white t shirt and black shorts. Indoor gymshoes are ideal too, preferably slip on or Velcro types.


Please LABEL ALL your children’s clothing as many items are identical and can lead to mix ups and lost property.

HOMEWORK BAG

At present our children are using GLOW Teams for homework. You will be introduced to GLOW Teams in August and we will keep you posted about homework routines when we know more about restrictions in school at that time.
Possibly later-

Your child will be given a blue homework bag when they start school. This bag will be used to carry your child’s homework back and forward to school. You may wish to get your child a school bag for carrying a playtime snack.

We are glad to work in partnership with parents and hope you will always feel welcome in school. If there is ever any matter which concerns you, please get in touch.

FIRST DAY ARRANGEMENTS


These details are correct at present. You will be notified asap should there be any changes
Class- P.1 

Teacher-Miss Sharkey


Time of Drop Off – 9am
Time of Collection – 3pm
Gate to enter Playground – Craigend Drive Gate
Wait Zone Area/ Colour – RED ZONE 1
Enter/Exit School- P.1 Door 

First day Arrangements

For Day 1 only – Could you please bring your child at 9.20am This will ensure our playground is clear for the first day and you will have the opportunity to see clearly drop off and collection arrangements

First Day of Term is – Monday 16th August.

Look forward to seeing you all in August! 

Lynn McFadden �Head Teacher
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