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Dear Parents and Carers

Hope everyone is well. This letter provides a mid-term update on recent events and gives information about forthcoming events. Please either keep your paper copy for reference or check the blog and texts regularly to be kept up to date with school news.
SCHOOL BLOG
As mentioned above please remember that school newsletters and other information can be found on the blog at https://blogs.glowscotland.org.uk/nl/muirhouseps/
This can be found by googling Muirhouse Primary School.
CLASS DO-JO
Teachers and parents alike, welcome this app as a means of communicating class news and class achievements, as well as a means of private communication. 
Whilst teachers work very hard to respond promptly to parent messages, you are respectfully reminded that teachers may disable notifications out-with working hours.
You are also encouraged to allow your child or children to take as much responsibility as possible for knowing what they are meant to be doing in terms of home learning and preparation for school. Whilst it is very useful for parents to be kept informed to enable school and home to work in partnership, it is important that children do not become overly reliant on adults telling them what they should already know. Our aim is to foster independent learners.

Your help with this is greatly appreciated.
PARKING
Parents and carers are reminded to observe our request not to park in the lane leading up to the school and to use the parking area at the rear of the school if picking up children.
This avoids unnecessary and unsafe congestion at peak times.

Your co-operation is appreciated.

PARENTS IN LINES

As requested several times before, parents and carers are asked to stand back from the lines when the bell goes at 8.55am. Some of our children are quite anxious in the morning and having a lot of adults in the line does not help them. It also eases congestion and increases independence. Thanks for your help with this.
PLAYGROUND

We continue to do what we can to improve our school grounds. There is a new trim trail in the infant playground and the one in the upper school is fixed.
We have been given free wood chips from the trees recently felled near the school gate.

Our parent council have managed to get their hands on rolls of astroturf from Ravenscraig (free of charge) and a parent and owner of a company called “Classic Fireplaces” has vey kindly offered to donate £320 worth of hard core material required for laying. The parent council and Mrs McMahon are working together to source labour to install this, possibly during the Spring Break. It is hoped that we can lay it around the trim trials where the land is currently very muddy.
Pupils are also reminded on a daily basis to stay out of the muddiest areas. Your help in reinforcing this is also appreciated.

BREAKFAST CLUB

Parents and carers are reminded that breakfast club opens at 8.15am. No supervision is available before this time.

The purpose of this provision is to provide pupils with a low cost, nutritious breakfast, therefore only pupils purchasing breakfast will be admitted. Pupils are not permitted to bring other foods in.

Parents should also be aware that playground supervision is limited in the morning. The janitor is in the rear playground from 8.30am and management from 8.40am when possible. 
LUNCH
Pupils are not permitted to leave the school at lunchtime to go to the shops. Your support with this is greatly appreciated. 
AFTER-SCHOOL and LUNCHTIME CLUBS

The following clubs are running this term:
Drama- Most lunchtimes and Monday after school

Dance- Tuesdays after school

Choir-Alternate Tues/Wed lunchtimes

Games –Wed lunchtime
Lego-Tues lunchtime
Sumdog-Thurs Lunchtime
Guitar-Fri Lunchtime
Badminton-Fridays after school
P6 BURNS AND SCOTTISH EVENING

Thanks to everyone who came along to enjoy P6 perform a selection of poems, songs, dances and sketches. It was another greatly successful evening which raised £486.70.
TRIPS 
P6 enjoyed their visit to Burn’s Birthplace, P3 enjoyed Dynamic Earth and P5 have observed a sound check at the Motherwell Concert Hall.  All children were a credit to our school and their learning was enhanced by these experiences.
FESTIVALS
We were very well represented at recent football and cross country festivals.  There will be other events to follow. 

FINANCIAL EDUCATION
Money Advice Scotland will be in school on Wednesday 20th February to deliver financial education workshops to P3-P7 classes.

HEALTH ACTIVITIES

Our house captains have arranged some health based activities for Friday 22nd February. No uniform is required, please dress your child in sports clothes. Pupils will have the opportunity to earn house points through the various activities on offer. 
Thanks to Mrs Walker for providing an activity for P1-3s.

FORTHCOMING FOOTBALL FESTIVALS
Ravenscraig at 9.30am on Friday 8th March.

Firpark at 12.30pm on Thursday 21st March. 
Coltness at 9.30am High on Friday 3rd May.

Firpark at 12.30pm on Thursday 9th May.

Coltness at 9.30am on Friday 7th May.

Firpark at 12.30pm on Thursday 13th May.

Those selected will be informed by text.

P2 VISIT TO GOULDINGS GARDEN CENTRE

P2 will make a short visit to the garden centre on the morning of Wednesday 6th March to learn about plants. 
CHOIR AT GLASGOW MUSIC FESTIVAL

The choir will perform at the Glasgow Music Festival on Monday 11th March. Choir members will receive more information.

Any parent wishing to attend is required to buy their own ticket directly from the Glasgow Concert Hall.

COMIC RELIEF-RED NOSE DAY
This is on Friday 15th March. We are ordering red noses to sell and for a minimum £1 donation, there will be a non-uniform day.

P1 INFORMATION MEETING

An information meeting has been arranged for parents of new P1s for August 2019 for 9.30am on Monday 11th March. It will last no more than 1 hour.

P7 ReDISCOVER DIGITAL LEARNING EVENT

This is a new campaign by Bank of Scotland (Lloyds Banking Group) to help children and teachers see the digital potential of their futures through a hugely interactive day hosted by Orchard Primary School at Clyde Valley Campus on the 20th of March 2019. 
The event should provide a fantastic opportunity for selected pupils to get an insight into differing aspects of the digital world. The project aims to increase motivation and engagement across the curriculum through a digital approach and open their eyes to future career opportunities that they may not have previously considered. 
We have been allocated 10 spaces which will be allocated to 10 pupils who are transferring to Clyde Valley High in August.  

Those selected will be notified and provided with further information nearer the time. 

SHORTS AND SHADES DISCO
This event is scheduled for 6.30-8.30pm on Wednesday 20th March. The parent council are selling tickets on Friday mornings. They cost £3 for 1 ticket, 2 in a family for £5 and 3 in a family for £6 
PLATINUM CLASS AWARDS
These will be awarded on Friday 22ND March. Please offer a big congratulations to the winners of these awards. Several other children will also receive bronze, silver, gold or platinum stickers for their personal achievement records. Well done to everyone for working hard.

SCHOOL SHOW
As intimated before, rehearsals for this year’s show, “Aladdin Trouble” are well underway.
The performances are scheduled for Wednesday 27th and Thursday 28th March, so if your child is involved, please save the dates! Tickets will go on sale on 4th March and are priced at £2. There will be 4 tickets available for each child who is in the show in the first instance. Any remaining tickets will be sold on a first come first served basis.

PROGRESS REPORTS

These will be issued on Friday 29th March.
HOLIDAY DATES

The school will be close for Spring Break on Friday 29th March and reopen on Monday 15th April.  The school will then be closed for the Easter Weekend on Friday 19th April and Monday 22nd April.
ADVANCE WARNING-P7 TRIP to KILBOWIE
Our current P7 pupils will have the opportunity to attend Kilbowie Outdoor Centre in Oban from Monday 3rd June to Friday 7th June.
The cost of this trip is £133.50 or £45.50 for those entitled to a free meal or clothing grant. There will shortly be an online facility set up to make payments in instalments. 
There is a parent meeting scheduled for 6-7pm on Thursday 2nd May but it would be helpful to have an indication of numbers before then. Please look out for a further letter and return slip.

OTHER DATES FOR FINAL TERM
Monday 6th May- SCHOOL HOLIDAY

Tuesday 7th May- SCHOOL CLOSED TO PUPILS for INSERVICE DAY

Thursday 16th May- 3.30-5.30pm and 6.30-8.30pm- Progress Conferences with pupils and parents

Wk beginning Monday 20th May- possible sports events during this week

Friday 24th May-SCHOOL HOLIDAY

Monday 27th May-SCHOOL HOLIDAY

Wednesday 5th June-P6 will do the Yellow Walk for St Margaret’s Hospice

Friday 14th June-Circus themed fete.

Monday 24th June-P1-3 Prize giving 9.30am.

Tuesday 25th June- P4-6 Prize giving 9.30am.

Wednesday 26th June- P7 Prize giving 9.30am

Friday 28th June-SCHOOL CLOSES at 1pm.

DATES FOR NEXT SESSION

Wednesday 14th August-pupils return to school.

Wednesday 11th September-Family night-Wrestling

Monday 16th September- Thursday 19th September- Kilbowie for current P6s

Wednesday 4th December-Whole school visit to the pantomime at Motherwell Theatre

These are clearly not all the dates organised for the future. News of further dates and events will be communicated as they become known.

Thanks for your ongoing support.

Yours sincerely 
Gillian Matthews, 

Head Teacher

