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Dear Parents and Carers,
Welcome to all our new and returning families. We hope you have had a great holiday and return to school refreshed and enthused about the term ahead.
Some of the information in this newsletter will be a reminder for returners but new for the families who have just joined us. Please keep it for future reference.

More information will follow via texts, social media and further newsletters so please ensure that annual data checks are updated and returned as soon as possible.

You should also have received an agreement for the responsible use of ICT and a general consent form that will be used as an overall consent form for all local trips throughout the year. You will continue to be given information about trips out of school but a set of consent forms will be kept to avoid having to produce, complete and collect a new set every time children leave school grounds. It is therefore very important that you keep us updated if any details change. You will also be asked to give your consent for photographs to be taken and displayed in school or to appear in social media and local press. Please give your child the completed paperwork and remind them to hand it in to their teacher. 
SCHOOL STAFF August 2018

Head Teacher- Mrs Gillian Matthews

Depute Head Teacher- Mrs Jean Scally

Acting Depute Head Teacher (continuing to Dec 2018)- 

Mrs Pat Kerr

Principal Teacher- Mrs Fiona McMahon

Support for Learning- Mrs Leigh Magee

Nursery Staffing

Lead Practitioner- Miss B Latta

Butterflies Groups- Miss C Ryan

Caterpillar Groups- Mrs J O’Neill
Ladybirds Morning Group- Mrs A Allan 

Ladybird Afternoon Group- Mr C Robertson

Dragonflies Groups- Miss A Gaffney
Bumblebees Groups- Mrs S McDougall 

Cover- Ms P Murtagh 

ASNAs- Mrs C Allan and Mrs L Lanningan

School classes

P1a- Mrs S Wiseman and Mrs F McMahon

P1b- Miss L McCallum

P2a-Miss E Conlon

P2b-Mrs J Ross

P3a-Mrs N Purdie
P3b-Mrs L Smith

P4a-Mrs J Muir

P4b-Ms J Chand and Mrs S Park

P5a-Mrs L Brown and Mrs S McPherson

P5b-Mrs R Meimarogolou (known as Mrs Savva)

P6a- Miss G Napier 

P6b- Mrs S Meek
P7a- Mrs L Wilson

P7b- Mrs L Cunningham

Teacher’s non class contact cover- Mrs F McMahon, Mrs L McKay, Mrs S Park

Classroom Assistant- Mrs J Meek (Mon-Wed, Fri)
Support Assistants-Miss L Dale, Mrs E Cowan, Mrs D McFarlane, Mrs L Newby
Senior Clerical- Mrs M Clark

Clerical Assistant- Mrs C Redmond

Clerical Assistant- Mrs L Newby

Janitor- Mr D Clark (temp)
Breakfast supervisor- Mrs M Downs
Lunchtime supervisor- Mrs B Blair
Kitchen staff

Cath Ferrie

Pauline Hattie

Allison McGeary

COMMUNICATION
We are currently undergoing a review of how we communicate with you. Changes to data protection regulations and some operational difficulties with the GLOW blog, has delayed the launch of a whole school policy on communication. In the meantime you can expect the following in the coming days and weeks:
· Information about the proposed use of class Dojo and a permission form for you to give permission for your child to be part of this. We need to set up new classes with those with permission, so it will not be in use until this is completed.
· We are currently working to address technical barriers to bring you an up to date website through GLOW blogs. When up and running, parents will be able to access newsletters, school policies and updates about school life and achievements. (Please note that the blog which comes up at the moment is out of date). Look out for more news about this.
· We will issue paper newsletters on a regular basis until this facility is up and running, but thereafter we would hope to move to reducing our paper communication. 

· As intimated above, we will continue to communicate via phone, text and email so please ensure information is kept up to date.

· Twitter will continue to be used to communicate school news and achievements with thought being given to making this public.

We would ask that parents adhere to the following protocols when communicating with or about the school.

· Please inform the office via phone if your child is going to be absent.

· Please avoid keeping staff from their classes by speaking to them for extended periods at the beginning and end of the day. Instead please phone or email to arrange an appointment with the teacher or management team about any issues. 
· Please do bring any concerns to the attention of staff.

· Please use social media in a responsible and productive way to enhance and improve, rather than damage school ethos.
SECURITY

In the interest of pupil safety, parents are respectfully asked to comply with the following security arrangements:

· Any school parent or visitor entering the school building must enter by the main door, sign in, wear a visitor badge and wait for authorisation from a member of staff to proceed anywhere beyond the school foyer. 

· Nursery parents should enter via the infant entrance and access the nursery only. If parents need to access the school, they must leave via the nursery/infant door and re-enter via the main entrance and follow the steps outlined above.

· Breakfast club opens at 8.15am. Please do not send children in before this time. Parents should note that there is no supervision for any children arriving prior to 8.15am. 

· The council policy quite clearly states that the breakfast club is for primary pupils only. Adults (other than school staff) and nursery children are not permitted to attend.

· Nursery parents who arrive after the gate has been locked, should enter by the main door and sign their child in at the office. A member of nursery staff will come round to collect your child.

· On wet mornings, pupils will be admitted to the school hall. Pupils should enter via the main door or the entrance in the upper school playground. Please leave the infant/nursery doors for nursery parents only. Again, parents are not permitted to enter beyond the school foyer. Pupils should remain in the hall where they will be supervised until they go to class at 8.55am.

· Pupils in P1-3 are brought to the infant playground by their teacher just before 3pm. Teachers make every effort to ensure a parent is waiting for the child and that the child is matched to the parent. We will train the child to return to the teacher if they cannot find their parent and to wait with the teacher until the parent appears. Please reinforce this practice with your child.

Parents or those collecting children in P1-3 can enter the playground to wait but are asked to stand back near the perimeter fence so that there is space for the children to stand with their teachers.

Pupils in P4-7 are escorted to the exit and then let out of school. Please ensure that children at these stages know what arrangement is in place for them to get home. Again, if for any reason, the expected adult is late, please reinforce with your child that they should go back into school and report/wait at the front reception. Please do not arrange to meet your child in the foyer as a matter of routine as this area can become very busy and congested at 3pm.

The measures outlined above are in line with council safety and security policy and are put in place to protect the children who attend Muirhouse Primary.  Your co-operation is greatly appreciated.

LOST PROPERTY

There continues to be a huge amount of lost property in the school. Teachers will continue to remind children to gather all their belongings at the end of each day, but parents and carers can assist by ensuring that names are on all items of clothing/property and by encouraging your child to take responsibility for his or her belongings. There is also a lost property box in the foyer. Parents are welcome to come and reclaim any of the items from there.
Unclaimed and items without names will be cleared out periodically. Our aim is to keep our school as tidy as possible and create a safe and pleasant learning environment.

UNIFORM

We encourage our pupils to wear the following school uniform;

· Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore

· Blue shirt with tie OR yellow polo-shirt

· Muirhouse Primary sweat shirt or cardigan (available from BE Uniforms on Wishaw Main Street or Tesco online service).

· Blue or yellow summer school dresses are also acceptable.

We have a number of uniform items that have been handed in for recycling. Please speak to office staff if you could make use of any of these items.
We ask that you provide your child with a bag containing a PE kit of shorts, t-shirt and gym shoes. These will be kept in school and sent home for washing periodically. All items should be clearly labelled with the child’s name.

Sometimes, when shoes are dirty from playing outside, pupils will be asked to change into their gym shoes whilst in the class.

Outdoor learning, including PE, takes place in all weather conditions so children should always bring a jacket to school to protect them from the elements.

HOUSE SYSTEM

We are planning to re-launch our house system to one with four houses;

Ash (Green)

Hazel (Red)

Oak (Blue)

Willow (Yellow)

Your child will shortly be allocated to a house and given a coloured badge to wear to show which one they are in. There will be opportunities for pupils to earn house points by displaying the values of the school, gaining awards and achievements and through planned house events.

P7 pupils will be invited to campaign to be house captains and P6 can run for vice. 

The aim is to encourage team building, reinforce school values and promote positive behaviour and achievement. We will keep you updated on how this system progresses.

PUPIL ACHIEVEMENT FOLDERS

We are also planning to set up pupil achievement folders for each child. These will contain key information about the child’s learning journey, including targets and assessments. Parents will have planned opportunities throughout the year to contribute and review these and keep updated of their child’s progress.

They will also run alongside a whole school award system whereby children who work hard towards individual targets will gain bronze, then silver, gold, platinum and diamond awards in each of the four capacities; Successful Learner, Responsible Citizen, Effective Contributor and Confident Individual.
More information about this will be shared as the system evolves.

This system will replace all other systems including traffic lights and Weekly Wonder awards.

P5 SWIMMING and DRYSIDE COACHING

This starts next week! Pupils in P5 will be going to Wishaw Sports Centre on Tuesday afternoons. They will need to have an early lunch, so please do not make arrangements for your child to go home for lunch on Tuesday 21st August and the following 11 Tuesdays. Pupils should either bring their own lunch or order a school one, which will be a cold, packed lunch.
Pupils should bring a PE kit, swimming costume, and towel. 

BREAKFAST CLUB

Breakfast will be served in the hall each morning between 8:15 a.m. and 8:45 a.m to primary school pupils only. It will be staffed by Breakfast Supervisors and Kitchen staff. Children should enter by the main door. There will not be adult supervision in the playground at that time so no children should be in the playground before 8:15am. Adults are not permitted to enter the breakfast club other than to put cash onto cards.

Children will be served a bowl of cereal with milk, a slice of toast with spread and some fruit juice and the choice of fresh fruit. The cost of this to all P1-P7 children are as follows:

One child £1, 2 children £1.50, 3 children £1.80, and 4 children £2.10

Children in receipt of Free School Meal entitlement will not have to pay but if you know that your child is in receipt of this but you have not applied for it because they are in P1-P3 then you will need to go to the One Stop Shop and make a free school meal application. If your children have different surnames they will all need to come to the counter at the same time so that they are charged the sibling rates detailed above. You should credit your child/children’s lunch card for breakfast as well as lunch as we will continue to operate a cashless system. 

Pupils go into the playground after finishing their breakfast.

Please ensure that there is funding available on the cards at all times.

CASHLESS SYSTEM FOR PAYMENT OF SCHOOL MEALS

As stated above cash is not accepted in school canteens. Instead, pupils have a card which is presented for payment. Pupils in receipt of free school meals and all those in P1-3, will have their cards automatically credited each day with sufficient funds to pay for a full school lunch. Those paying for lunches and those who wish to buy a snack at playtime, or use the breakfast club will need to put money on their child’s card.

You should receive a separate letter with instructions about how to go online and put money on your child’s card.
There is also a facility to put money on manually, using a machine in the school hall. Pupil cards can be found at the reception office. Parents are permitted to come into school before 9am to manually charge their child’s card using a machine in the hall. Alternatively, your child can do this themselves during the school day.

Online payments are encouraged to minimise the amount of cash held on school premises.

MINDFULNESS
As part of our health and wellbeing programme, pupils engage in mindfulness activities. To enhance pupil and parent understanding of these techniques, pupil and parent workshops have been arranged for 30th August. Any parent wishing to attend should just come along to the hall at 3.15pm on this day. There is no need to book.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Please find attached, key dates that have been arranged for the coming session. There will be others as the year progresses.
Yours sincerely

Gillian Matthews, 

Head Teacher

