
Glasgow Coat of Arms Design 
Challenge Activity

On the City of Glasgow’s coat of arms, you can see some things that are 
thought to be linked to events from the life of Saint Mungo, the patron saint 
and founder of Glasgow. These are a fish, a bird, a tree and a bell. The fish 
has a ring in its mouth. 

Design Brief:

Using the information below, you are going to design a coat of arms for Glasgow 
that represents the same meaning as the current coat of arms. 

On the coat of arms is the motto ‘Let Glasgow Flourish’, which is a phrase 
that Saint Mungo is reported to have said during a sermon. This motto has to 
feature in your design.

Your design must include the fish (with the ring in its mouth), the tree, the bird 
and the bell. 

There is a rhyme that is often recited when people from Glasgow are talking 
about the coat of arms and the story behind it: 

There’s the tree that never grew,

There’s the bird that never flew,

There’s the fish that never swam,

There’s the bell that never rang.

You can use this rhyme as inspiration for your design.
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