Writing Frame for Persuasive Essay

Plan 
(Fill in the blanks for you own essay!)

Although this plan suggests 5 supporting arguments, 4 would be enough.

Introduction


Main Body 1 – First argument for
Supporting Research – A useful quotation and link to the source


Main Body 2 – Second argument for
Supporting Research – A useful quotation and link to the source

Main Body 3 – Third argument for
Supporting Research – A useful quotation and link to the source


Main Body 4 – Fourth argument for
Supporting Research – A useful quotation and link to the source

Main Body 5 – One paragraph that simply states what the opposing arguments are. List them here.

Main Body 6 – A final argument for (This should be your most convincing argument)
Supporting Research – A useful quotation and link to the source


Conclusion
Introduction

	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Open with a strong fact
· Source
· Identify one side of the argument

· Identify the other side

· Identify your position

	


Main Body 1

	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Topic Sentence: identify your 1st argument

· Bring in your supporting fact

· Source
· Explain the fact and how it supports the argument


	


Main Body 2

	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Linking Phrase, leading into: 

· Topic Sentence: identify your 2nd argument
· Bring in your supporting fact

· Source
· Explain the fact and how it supports the argument


	


Main Body 3
	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Linking Phrase, leading into: 
· Topic Sentence: identify your 3rd argument
· Bring in your supporting fact

· Source
· Explain the fact and how it supports the argument


	


Main Body 4
	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Linking Phrase, leading into: 
· Topic Sentence: identify your 4th  argument 

· Bring in your supporting fact

· Source
· Explain the fact and how it supports the argument

	


Main Body 5
	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Turning Phrase, leading into: 
· Topic Sentence: identify the opposing point of view and your response
· Bring in your supporting fact

· Source
· Explain the fact and how it supports the argument


	


Main Body 6
	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Linking Phrase, leading into: 
· Topic Sentence: identify the opposing view and a 2nd response
· Bring in your supporting fact

· Source
· Explain the fact and how it supports the argument
	


Conclusion

	Checklist
	Your Essay

	· Open with a concluding phrase
· Explain your opinion strongly

	


Linking Phrases

In addition

Also

Similarly

Further to this

In further support of this

Continuing this line of argument

Secondly

Furthermore

Moreover

Additionally

What’s more

Turning Phrases

In contrast

On the other hand

However

To counter

Yet

Conversely

In spite of this

On the contrary

In opposition

From another viewpoint

Concluding Phrases

In conclusion

To conclude

Finally

Having reviewed both sides of the argument

In summary

To summarise

In review

In brief

To sum up

To refer to a fact
“This fact _____”

Shows

Illustrates

Suggests

Implies

Asserts

Alludes to

Demonstrates

Explains

Proves


Reveals
Persuasive Techniques

Colloquial style

Rhetorical Question

Personal pronouns

Shocking language

Hyperbole

Emotive language

Short sentences

Humour

Statistics

Triples

Imagery

Repetition

How to get extra marks in your Persuasive essay

The following elements, if included in your essay structure, will illustrate to the marker that you understand both your subject and SQA requirements.

Introduction

1.) Start with a strong attention  grabbing topic sentence. This will show your conviction.
2.) Offer some information the subject, just in case people are none the wiser.
3.) Clearly state your position (what you believe).

4.) Preview/ summarise the three main points of your argument.
Main Paragraphs

There are many different persuasive techniques that you could use in your writing. The following could all be used at different sections of your essay to encourage, emphasise or appeal your argument to the reader:

	Colloquial / Chatty style
	Rhetorical questions
	Use contrasting ideas/images
	Criticise opponent
	Use personal pronouns
	Shock tactics

	Hyperbole
	Emotive language
	Play on the reader’s guilt
	Short Sentences
	Humour
	Quote an expert

	Use statistics
	Clusters of three
	Forceful phrases
	Imagery
	Repetition
	Play on sympathy 

	Figures of speech
	Memorable words/phrases
	Anecdote
	
	
	


Conclusion
You should end your essay using the following structure:

1.) Summarise your argument in reference to what has been discussed.

2.) State what you wish to happen in the future. 

3.) End with a sentence which appeals to the reader’s humanity. You need to seek to fully persuade them in this closing sentence.
