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Task: 
- To write a reflection about a novel you have personally selected
Word Limit:
- Between 500 and 700 words in length

Layout
1. Introduction (around 100 words)
	- Title, author and genre of novel
	- Very brief summary of novel (no more than two sentences)
	- Central characters within novel
	- Key theme/main idea/main message of novel

2. Plot Summary (around 100 words)
In sentences please:
- Where is the story set?
- How long is the time frame the novel is set over?
- How many main characters are there in the story?
- Who are these characters? Give their basic details.
- How does the story begin?
- What is the main event/problem/conflict of the story?
- How is it resolved?
- How does the story end?  

3 – 5. Character (300 – 350 words)
Select the protagonist (main character) of the novel. 
Select a quotation from the start, middle and end of the novel.
Analyse these quotations, showing how the character develops as the novel progresses. 
Remember all your main body paragraph rules are in your jotter.


6. Setting (100 – 150 words)
Identify the setting of the novel.
Select a quotation from the novel which best describes the setting.
Analyse why the setting is important to the plot and characters in the novel.

7. Theme (100 – 150 words)
Identify the main theme of the novel.
Remember that theme refers to the key idea or message that the author is trying to send to the reader.
There are thousands of themes (Google: examples of themes), but here are just a few: the circle of life, growing up, heartbreak or betrayal, war and violence etc.
Select a quotation from the novel which best describes the theme.
Analyse why the theme is important to the plot, characters and setting in the novel. 

8. Conclusion (around 100 words)
Summarise your key findings from reading the novel.
Share your own views of what you have read.
Again, check your notes to help you construct your conclusion.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Due Date: 22nd January 2018
This essay should be typed.

WARNING:
Though you may use sources such as Google, Wikipedia, Spark Notes or Shmoop to support creation of notes or to help with your understanding of the novel, you MUST write in your own words when creating your critical essay. Any case of plagiarism will result in a failing grade being awarded.
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