“Glasgow 5 March”

Edwin Morgan
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Past Paper Practice Questions
Listed below are questions taken from SQA past papers. We will use some of these for practice before the prelim and again before the exam. With what we have learned about the poem, we are capable of answering any question listed here. Knowing this should give you a huge amount of confidence!
2013
1. Choose a poem which creates an atmosphere which is happy or sad or frightening or dramatic.

Say what the atmosphere is and go on to show how the poet creates this feeling.

2. Choose a poem in which a person or an animal or a place is described clearly.

Say who or what or where is being described and then go on to show how the poet’s use of language makes the description clear.

2012

3. Choose a poem which describes an important incident or event.

Say what the important incident or event is and show how the poet uses words and phrases to describe it clearly.

4. Choose a poem which has an important message for you.

Say what the message of the poem is, and then go on to show how the poet makes the message clear.

2011

5. Choose a poem which creates a particular feeling in the reader, such as fear, sadness, anger, joy…

Say what the feeling is and go on to say how the poet creates this feeling.

6. Choose a poem which describes an important incident.

Say what the important incident is and show how the poet uses words and phrases to describe it effectively.

2010

7. Choose a poem in which a person or a place is described clearly.

Say who or what is being described, and then go on to show how the poet’s use of language makes the description so clear.

8. Choose a poem which has an important message for you.

Say what the message of the poem is, and then go on to show how the poet uses particular words and phrases to make the poem’s message clear.

2009

9. Choose a poem which is mainly about one person’s experience.

Describe the experience and show how the poet uses particular words and phrases to help make it clear to you how the person feels about the experience.

10. Choose a poem which describes a place or an event.

Briefly identify the place or event and go on to show how the poet’s use of particular words and phrases gives a very clear description of the place or event.

2008

11. Choose a poem about a person who has to face difficulties or problems.

Say what the poem is about and show how the writer uses particular words and phrases to help you to sympathise with the person.

12. Choose a poem which creates an exciting or dramatic or sad atmosphere.

Say what the poem is about and go on to show what particular words and phrases help to create the atmosphere.

2007

13. Choose a poem which tells the story of an incident.

Briefly tell the story and go on to show how the language of the poem gives you a clear understanding of what happens.

14. Choose a poem which deals with a person who interests you.

Briefly say what the poem is about and go on to show how the poet uses particular words and phrases to make the person interesting.

Background
“Glasgow 5 March” by Edwin Morgan belongs to a specific category of poetry known as INSTAMATIC POETRY.

Here is what Morgan himself had to say about the poem:

"[These] are based upon actual things which have happened as reported in the newspapers or on television. I try to imagine somebody had been there with an instamatic camera, and quickly taken a photograph.
This helps us to understand that an instamatic poem is one which captures a moment and tries to describe it in detail – movement, actions, reactions, colour and all. It is like a picture in words.
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First Impressions
Below are some of the first impressions of and reactions to the poem, recorded by members of the class:

· After reading this poem for the first time I think it is…
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· It makes me feel…
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· My favourite line is…
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· This is my favourite line because…


Word Choice
	Evidence
	Analysis

	“…ragged diamond…”
	· “Ragged” – sharpness, roughness, jagged edges.

· “Diamond” – beautiful, bright, shiny, expensive, wealth, rare, precious, jewellery, engagement.

· The idea of a “ragged diamond” reflects the content of the poem. The young couple should have a beautiful, valuable, precious relationship, but this has been destroyed and made “ragged”.

· “Diamond” has connotations of love (because of engagement, marriage, etc…) which makes it even sadder. Their happy lives have been destroyed.



	“…shattered…”
	· This suggests something violently broken or destroyed. Just like the window of the shop, the young couple’s dreams are shattered when they are attacked.

	“…bristling…”
	· This makes us think of the bristles of a brush or about facial hair. The young man has a beard made of hundreds of tiny shards of glass which have cut into his face. This is a horrifying image because the reader can imagine the intense pain experienced by the man having so many tiny slithers of glass cutting in to his face.



	“…spurts arterial blood…”
	· “Spurts” implies that the blood is escaping her body at a very fast pace, like it is spraying/gushing out of her leg. This lets the reader understand that her life is at stake as she is losing so much blood. This creates a disturbing image in my mind.
· “Arterial blood” is bright red in colour and this is a very visual and vivid description.

	“…their arms are starfished out…”
	· This tells us how the young couple look physically as they fall. It compares them to a star fish as they fall backwards with their legs and arms stretched out. They are helpless as they fall.

	“…complete the operation…”
	· The word “operation” is used here to mean the criminals’ plan, however it is a word which relates to medical terminology and hospitals, reminding us again that the couple are badly injured (if they even survive).



	“…it is a sharp clear night in Sauchiehall Street…”
	· The words “sharp and clear” should be describing a chilly but pleasant night however they only echo the idea of the “clear” glass of the shop window being “sharp”, dangerous and fatal to the young couple.


Message/Meaning

When you read (or view) a new text, it can be possible to pick up on meanings and messages which you think the writer wanted to communicate to the reader.

“Choose a poem which has an important message…”

This has been a very popular question in the Intermediate 1 paper for the past few years. It is important that we understand the message of “Glasgow 5 March” so that we can write about it if a similar question comes up.
The following is a list of possible messages which a reader may pick up on in this poem:

a) “Danger is all around and bad things can happen any time, any place, to anyone.”
b) “People can be cruel.” (Hint: don’t just think about the criminals in the poem for this one…)
c) “We should help our fellow man.”
d) “The world has changed a lot over the past 40 years…something like this would never happen now / there are far worse things happening on the streets of Glasgow now.”

(If you write about the poem having one of these messages, you will have to explain in more detail why you think this way!)
Atmosphere

When we talk about the atmosphere of a piece of writing, it really means the feeling of a place or a moment.
The atmosphere of this particular poem may be described as many things. The following are just a few possibilities:
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Contrast
Contrast is when a writer/poet uses two things which are very different in order to emphasise a point.

Example:
“The girl’s leg has caught on the broken window and spurts arterial blood over her wet-look white coat…”
The following is an example of how to analyse contrast in a critical essay:
The two things being contrasted here are the girl’s coat and her blood. The word “white” has connotations of innocence and purity, and this reminds us that the girl is nothing more than an innocent victim of a terrible crime. Her blood is described as “arterial”, which means that it is extremely vivid in colour. This crimson red blood would look even more shocking against the backdrop of the white coat, emphasising the horror of the girl’s injury.
Metaphor

A metaphor is a comparison of two things…when a writer says that something IS something else, in order to make a point about it.

Example:

“With a ragged diamond of shattered plate-glass…”

The following is an example of how to analyse metaphor in a critical essay:

The thing being described here is the broken window that the young couple have fallen through. The broken glass is being compared to a “ragged diamond”. Just as a ragged diamond is rough, jagged and dangerous, so too is the broken glass as it breaks and shatters into tiny sharp and shiny pieces.

REMEMBER…when analysing a metaphor (or a simile) in a critical essay, it is important to use:

“Just as…so too…”
This example is now available for you to look at in the future as a template.

Character

There is very little in this poem to let the reader get to know the characters – certainly not in the way that we would normally expect to see in a longer text. However, it is possible to identify 3 sets of characters (listed below in the order they appear in the poem) and there is a snapshot created of their faces in the moment that the crime takes place. We can tell something much more in depth about these characters, just simply by thinking carefully about the descriptions of their faces:
	
	Evidence
	Analysis

	The Young Couple (victims)
	“…their faces show surprise shock and the beginning of pain…”
	The couple have been taken completely by surprise, as they enjoy a nice evening out and browse the shop windows. They do not realise what is happening until it is too late. The fact that they have only experienced “the beginning of pain” implies that there is much more to come. This makes me feel very sympathetic towards the young couple, as they will suffer a great amount of pain due to their horrendous injuries. Their lives have been turned upside down, and potentially ruined, by the awful actions of the two youths.

	The Two Youths (criminals)
	“…their faces show no expression…”
	This conveys to us that that youths show no remorse for the crime they are committing. They are unemotional and unfeeling, suggesting that they may have done this before. Their lack of respect and compassion for their fellow man makes the reader feel disgusted by these characters.

	The Drivers (witnesses)
	“…in the background two drivers keep their eyes on the road…”
	This suggests to the reader that the drivers have witnessed the crime, but are choosing to ignore what they have seen. It is incomprehensible to us that anyone would witness something like this and consciously choose to ignore it. They are criminals themselves for not stepping in to help the victims.


Structure

This means the way something is built or put together.
Buildings, walls, statues, bridges, etc…these are all structures.

Poems, plays, novels and films all have structure too – they are built or put together in a particular way which is important to know.

If a building is made of bricks and cement, think of a poem being made in the same way…

· The words are the bricks

· The punctuation marks are the cement

In buildings, some bricks will be bigger or smaller than others – usually for good reason. In the same way, in poems, some sentences will be longer or shorter than others.
Throughout the majority of this poem, the sentences are long and descriptive. Morgan writes about the youths pushing the couple, the glass smashing, and the gruesome injuries the couple sustain as a result of the crime. The longer sentences allow him to build a picture in our minds of the horrific incident and to create a dramatic atmosphere. However, the structure changes in the final few lines of the poem. The sentences become short and sharp, rather than long and rambling. These final sentences stand out from the rest for this reason, and the reader is prompted to think more carefully about the content of the sentences – what they are actually saying. The final lines of the poem are about the two drivers keeping their eyes on the road. It helps us to see that these drivers are just as bad as the criminals themselves, as they stand by and do nothing about what they witness. In contrast to the two youths, there is no long, rambling description required for the drivers’ crime – it is their lack of action which is so appalling.

Tense and Tone

The poem is in the present tense, with a very neutral tone.

· The use of the present tense has the effect of making it seem ‘live’ or ‘current’ – like we are witnessing a crime unfold before our very eyes. This encourages the reader to respond as if they are a witness to the incident themselves. The reader can feel some kind of emotion as a result. 

· The incident seems even more shocking when described in such a cold, neutral, under-stated tone.
· However, the tone changes by the end of the poem. The final lines (“in the background two drivers keep their eyes on the road”) reveal a tone of disappointment from the speaker of the poem. The attention of the reader is particularly drawn towards their lack of response to the crime, inviting us to share in his disappointment. We are encouraged to reflect upon the moral responsibility that we all have as part of a developed society.
Theme

Violence / crime

One of the main themes in the poem is violence/crime:

“The two youths who have pushed them are about to complete the operation reaching into the window to loot what they can smartly…”

Morgan describes the horrific impact of the attack upon the victims before explaining that the reason for the attack is a robbery. This is an obvious theme in the poem, as it is easy to identify simply by understanding the content of the poem.
When writing about the theme of violence and crime, it is important to relate it to the real world. Morgan may have been trying to suggest that the world is a dangerous place and that we should be wary of the cruel intentions of others. Using the example of crime and violence in his poem, he is able to raise the issue in an effective way.
Social Responsibility
Another main theme is social responsibility:

“In the background two drivers keep their eyes on the road…”

By the time the poem has reached the end, the reader should feel sympathetic towards the young couple and disgusted by the actions and attitude of the two youths, finally being faced with the anger, frustration and disappointment in the two drivers, who do nothing. These drivers represent the common man or woman on the street and it is sickening to believe that some people would do nothing to help. The reader is prompted to reflect on what one should do as a witness in a similar situation. Morgan highlights the moral responsibility that we all have, to help our fellow man.
Essay-Writing Tips

Planning & Preparation

When you sit down to write, staring at a blank page can be very frustrating. You must make sure you have everything you need at your disposal before you can expect to produce something. Things you may need include:
· Something to write on

· Something to write with

· Your amazing study-pack (this booklet!)

· Your jotter of notes taken in class

· Any previous essays you have written

When you have these things ready, here are some steps to follow to get you started:

1. Write the essay question/task down at the top of your page.

2. Underline the KEY WORDS from the question (these will be used in your introduction, topic sentences and conclusion).

3. On a separate sheet of paper, make a rough paragraph plan.

If you follow these steps, you will be ready to write.
A sample plan is provided on the next page. It has details to remind you of the structure of a paragraph and what should be included. To make sure you understand everything on the plan, here are some reminders:

· Topic Sentence: the first sentence of a paragraph. It does two jobs: firstly, it introduces the topic of the paragraph (e.g. character); secondly, it makes reference to the question by repeating some of the KEY WORDS from the question (these are the ones you have underlined, remember?)

· Point: this is just a simple sentence used to introduce your quote. Try to keep your points simple – don’t get bogged down with analysis. That comes later!
· Evidence: this simply means a quote from the text. It should support your point and back up what you are saying.

· Analysis: this is the stuff you have to say about the quote…break it down, talk about how the words are used, if there are any techniques employed by the writer, why it is an effective example, etc. All of the analysis we have learned can be found in THIS BOOKLET! You will also find it repeated in your class jotter and any previous essays you have produced on this text.

Sample Paragraph Plan

Paragraph 1: Introduction
· Title of text

· Author/poet/director name

· Type of text

· Reference to the question (using the KEY WORDS you have underlined!)

· Your intentions for this essay (what particular aspects of the text you are planning to look at throughout the course of your essay)

Paragraph 2: Summary

· A brief outline of the content of the text – what is it actually about? What happens in it?
Paragraph 3: The injuries of the young couple

· Topic Sentence
· Point (1)
· Evidence
· Analysis
· Point (2)
· Evidence
· Analysis
Paragraph 4: The use of tense and tone

· Topic Sentence
· Point (1)
· Evidence
· Analysis
· Point (2)
· Evidence
· Analysis
Paragraph 5: Character

· Topic Sentence

· Point (1)

· Evidence

· Analysis

· Point (2)

· Evidence

· Analysis

Paragraph 6: Conclusion

· Title of text

· Author/poet/director name

· Type of text

· Reference to the question (using the KEY WORDS you have underlined!)

· A summary of what you have considered in your essay

· Personal response – how do YOU feel about the poem and what have you learned from it?
Intense





Vivid





Brutal





Horrific





Saddening





Memorable





Shocking





Unusual





Wonderful





Concerned





Angry





Sad





Sickened





Enraged





Frustrated





1. “…bristling with   fragments of glass…”





2. “…spurts arterial blood…”





3. “…their faces show no expression…”





4. “…in the background two drivers keep their eyes on the road…”





…the image created by these clever words is gruesome and dramatic.





…it is an emotive line, making me feel disappointed and saddened that the witnesses to the crime do not step in or try to help their fellow human beings in any way.








…it is an emotive line, making me feel angry that the criminals show no remorse for the awful crime they are committing.





...it helps Morgan to successfully communicate the message that the world is a dangerous place.





Intense





Dramatic





Sad





Exhilarating





Exciting





Chilling








