ASSISI by NORMAN MACCAIG

IDEAS

Describes the disabled man in negative terms.

Compares him negatively in contrast to the churches and to St Francis

Scene shifts to inside the church, where a priest is acting as a tourist guide – not as a priest.

The priest explains that the artist Giotto painted frescoes (paintings straight onto walls) to let those who couldn’t read understand how good God is and how Jesus had suffered.

The poet is not impressed by the priest’s performance.

But other tourists are, and follow him.

They have paid no attention to the disabled man 

And yet he is what Giotto, St Francis, and Jesus were all about.

The poet presents the disabled man to us in a new light – the suffering child of God who gives in return.

TECHNIQUES

“hands on backwards” – meta/humour

“sat, slumped like a half-filled sack” – allit/simile/wd ch

“tiny twisted legs” – allit/wd ch

“from which sawdust might run” – meta/wd ch/black humour

“three tiers” – contrast with slumped/half filled

“brother of the poor, talker with birds” – contrast with backwards/half-filled

“over whom …dead yet” – enjambment/black humour

“explained/how clever” - enjambment

“reveal to the illiterate the goodness/ of God and the suffering/ of His Son” – allit.

Repetition of “clever”/”cleverness” - irony

Enjambment: “explanation and/ the cleverness” – irony

“clucking contentedly” – allit/wd ch/ meta/humour

“fluttered” – meta/wd ch

“scattered/ the grain of the Word” – meta/religious reference

“It was they” – inverted sentence

“ruined temple” – meta/religious ref

“eyes wept pus” – meta/religious ref

“back…higher than his head” – double meaning

Repetition of “whose”

“sweet as a child’s…or a bird’s” – simile

repetition of “s” sound – alliteration/onomatopoeia

