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Context

Background

Written in 1925 – modern novel.

Fitzgerald drew a great deal of his own life to create his novels. Written by F.Scott Fitzgerald - one of the greatest American Novels of the twentieth Century?

Some similarities are that both Fitzgerald and Gatsby were born in the Mid-west, had dreams of marrying a beautiful and rich woman, were ambitious, and felt the appeal of New York.

However it needs to be noted that the author has used his imaginative and creative genius by creating a mysterious character in Gatsby, a puzzle that can never fully be solved.

1920s
Named after the rise of the music during this era, the 1920’s are seen as a period of  luxury and decadence.

Jazz tunes are referred to often in the novel and music is often described as playing.

The younger generation rejected the older generation’s values at this time as they saw them as being responsible for the thousands of deaths in the First World War.

Girls cut their hair short, for the first time they wore short dresses which showed off their legs. These girls were known as flappers.

This was a flamboyant - ‘anything goes’ – era that emerged in America after the war.

It was a time of prosperity and riotous living, of bootleggers and gangsters, flappers and hot jazz, flagpole sitters, and marathon dancers.

However, amongst this prosperity was conflict. 

The decade witnessed a titanic struggle between an old and a new America. Immigration, race, alcohol, evolution, gender politics, and sexual morality--all became major cultural battlefields during the 1920s. 

Bootlegging

Bootlegging is the name for the illegal selling of alcohol. Alcohol was banned …
"It was a characteristic of the Jazz Age," the novelist F. Scott Fitzgerald wrote, "that it had no interest in politics at all." What, then, were Americans interested in? “Entertainment” was Fitzgerald's answer. 

Narrative Voice

First three pages are important in seeing Nick’s view of himself – helps reader to empathise/understand society from Nick’s perspective.
· Experience events as Nick does and so it adds realism

· Nick reports on happenings through his conversations with others

· Edited highlights – with a bias towards Gatsby

· Brings us closer to Gatsby/creates more sympathy 

Key to the structure of the novel is the combination of the first person narrative and the gradual revelation of the past as the narrator finds out more and more. The two devices work extremely effectively together, but neither would work very well alone. 

Nick obviously likes and respects Gatsby, so we should admire him too.

Nick is the main narrator of the novel (remember that Jordan’s narration intervenes for a short while in chapter 4). As the main narrator, his is the most influential voice of the novel.

From the very beginning of the novel, Nick establishes himself as being trustworthy, intelligent and highly moral person, so we trust his judgement.

His take on Gatsby:

“There was something gorgeous about him.”

“He had an extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic readiness such as I have never found in any other person…”

“They’re a rotten crowd… you’re worth the whole damn bunch put together.”

EXEMPLAR ANALYSIS: NARRATIVE VOICE
The narrator – and therefore the strongest voice of the novel – Nick Carraway, perceives that Gatsby is far more than a deluded dreamer. He sees him as a man of vision, with an ‘extraordinary gift for hope’ capable of pursuing a dream with a passion few other people could muster. His final words to his friend – ‘you’re worth the whole damn bunch put together’ – reinforce the purity of Gatsby’s idealism in the face of a world that is hollow to the core, thus persuading us as readers to empathise with him and admire his gift for hope too.

THEME: Corruption of the American Dream
The American Dream was defined as of a happy and successful life to which all may aspire.
However, the novel demonstrates how this is tainted because of GREED.
The unrestrained desire for money and pleasure, surpasses more noble goals. 

As Fitzgerald saw it (and as Nick explains in Chapter IX), the American dream was originally about discovery, individualism, and the pursuit of happiness. In the 1920s depicted in the novel, however, easy money and relaxed social values have corrupted this dream, especially on the East Coast. The main plotline of the novel strongly reflects this assessment, as Gatsby's dream of loving Daisy is ruined by the difference in their respective social statuses, his resorting to crime to make enough money to impress her, and the rampant materialism that characterizes her lifestyle.

Gatsby's dream is ruined by the unworthiness of its object, just as the American dream in the 1920s is ruined by the unworthiness of its object—money and pleasure. Like 1920s Americans in general, fruitlessly seeking a bygone era in which their dreams had value, Gatsby longs to re-create a vanished past—his time in Louisville with Daisy—but is incapable of doing so. When his dream crumbles, all that is left for Gatsby to do is die; all Nick can do is move back to Minnesota, where American values have not decayed.

THEME: Appearance and Reality

Truth or illusion?

· Books in the library – create an illusion of an educated background (when in fact the books have never been read.)
· Daisy and Tom’s relationship. On the outside they appear to have it all, yet they are based on a foundation of lies, cheating and deceit.

· Gatsby himself is an illusion. His house, cars, clothes, ‘old sport’ and accent are all part of his act. He perfected all of these things to achieve his dream.

· In reality, he came from a poor, farming background and made vast amounts of money through his illicit business dealings - his ‘gonnegtions.’
1920s Society 

- Appears to be glamorous, wealthy, glitzy… 

- But underneath Tom is sexist/racist.

- Daisy, Jordan, ‘Owl Eyes’ – reckless, lack of morals.

Setting 

The beautiful homes are superficial, ostentatious, glitzy, flamboyant… (especially Gatsby’s mansion.)

In reality, it is empty.

“it was a colossal affair by any standard – it was a factual imitation of some Hotel-de-Ville in Normandy.”

‘Colossal’ describes its enormity.
‘Imitation’ hints at the fact that all is not what it seems to be.

The house represents Gatbsy’s wealth. He lives alone in a 12 bedroom house. The beauty of the house covers up the corruption and ill gotten gains behind it.

Contrast

REALITY – Valley of Ashes and character of Wilson – struggle/poverty.

Valley of Ashes 

reminds the reader of reality outside of East and West Egg. The grimey, industrial setting conveys a sense of decay and deterioration.

FSF describes ‘ash grey men’ who move ‘dimly’ and already ‘crumbling through the powdery air.’

Colours masking the truth

Gatsby’s parties and his guests are described in detail by FSF with lots of reference to colour. Colours are bright, gaudy and parties are well lit. All of these mask the frivolous, careless side to these people. They are a generation who thrive on money and appearance, not goodness and morals. 

THEME: Love

Gatsby’s love for Daisy is more than personal. It is a passion permeating his entire life, as well as his self – image.
Nick is fascinated by his depth of feeling.

Gatsby’s dream of Daisy is connected with his youth and his youthful vision of himself.
To describe the relationship between Gatsby and Daisy as pure 'love' would be inaccurate. It could be argued to be a case of unrequited love on Gatsby's part. Most people would see Gatsby's feelings towards Daisy as being extremely unhealthy. He had a short relationship with her as a young man which he never gets over. The idea of her (and winning her back) becomes the obsession which dominates his life. Even when he is finally reunited with her, Nick says she must have, "tumbled short of his dream". Yet his devotion to her remains undiminished.

Although Gatsby gets what he wants in being reunited with Daisy, it seems that he acknowledges that achieving this goal is not as satisfying as he would have hoped:

"'If it wasn't for the mist we could see your home across the bay,' said Gatsby. 'You always have a green light that burns all night at the end of your dock'... Now it was again a green light on a dock. His count of enchanted objects had diminished by one."

THEME: Moral Decay

West Egg and its denizens represent the newly rich, while East Egg represents old arisotracy.

Fitzgerald portrays the newly rich as being vulgar, gaudy, ostentatious, and lacking in social graces and taste. Gatsby, for example, lives in a monstrously ornate mansion, wears a pink suit, drives a Rolls-Royce, and does not pick up on subtle social signals, such as the insincerity of the Sloanes' invitation to lunch. 
In contrast, the old aristocracy possesses grace, taste, subtlety, and elegance, epitomized by the Buchanans' tasteful home and the flowing white dresses of Daisy and Jordan Baker.

What the old aristocracy possesses in taste, however, it seems to lack in heart, as the East Eggers prove themselves careless, inconsiderate bullies who are so used to money's ability to ease their minds that they never worry about hurting others. 
The Buchanans exemplify this stereotype when, at the end of the novel, they simply move to a new house far away rather than condescend to attend Gatsby's funeral. 
Gatsby, on the other hand, whose recent wealth derives from criminal activity, has a sincere and loyal heart, remaining outside Daisy's window until four in the morning in Chapter VII simply to make sure that Tom does not hurt her. Ironically, Gatsby's good qualities (loyalty and love) lead to his death, as he takes the blame for killing Myrtle rather than letting Daisy be punished, and the Buchanans' bad qualities (fickleness and selfishness) allow them to remove themselves from the tragedy not only physically but psychologically.

The novel is full of characters who are, by most standards, immoral people:

· Gatsby made his money through criminal activity and lies about his past.

· Jordan cheats at golf and lies regularly, even over really mundane things.

· Wolfshiem is a criminal, e.g. bootlegging, gambling, fixing sporting events.

· Tom cheats on his wife repeatedly and bullies and assaults people.

· Daisy accepts Tom's infidelity, but then cheats on him herself.

· People at Gatsby's parties spread scandalous rumours about him.

Character of Gatsby

He has the capacity for self-improvement 

We gain an insight into the early life of Gatbsy at the end of the novel, when Mr Gatz shows Nick his son’s diary.

His schedule and ‘resolves’.

His book-lined library – the ‘owl eyed man’ exclaims in wonder:

‘Aboslutely real – have pages and everything. I thought they’d be a nice durable cardboard.” This highlights the idea of Gatsby wanting to transform himself from what he once was. The Egg crowd would not expect this kind of attention to detail in things such as books.

Gatsby is a noble character

He protects Daisy in the aftermath of the accident. He is willing to take the blame for Myrtle’s death (a decision which leads directly to his own death). He then stands guard outside Daisy’s house all night to make sure that she isn’t bullied by Tom over the incident at the Plaza.

“I want to wait here till Daisy goes to bed… so I left him standing there in the moonlight- watching over nothing.”

Some of the critics see Gatsby as a “Christ-figure’. He lays down his life for Daisy at the end of the novel. He shoulders a mattress as he walks towards the pool, where he is shot by George Wilson. This mirrors the image of Christ carrying his cross towards Calvary, the place of his crucifixion.

Gatsby is an idealist

· His greatest – and most famous – attribute

· Connects to the American Dream itself – the quest for self improvement, material stability, a better vision.

· There is a fine line between idealism and self delusion.

Nick reflects on the landscape of the Long Island Sound at the end of the novel…

“I thought of Gatsby’s wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock…Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no matter – tomorrow we will run faster, stretch out our arms farther…”

“So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”

· Symbolism of the green light – equates to the American Dream.

· Gatsby’s pursuit of Daisy is equal to the general pursuit of happiness and dreams.

· Like Gatsby, we are all ‘borne back ceaselessly into the past’ when we dare to dream.

· The novel ends positively – Nick acknowledges that we make mistakes in the pursuit of our dreams – they ‘elude’ us – but we fight on anyway, just like Gatsby.

· Gatsby is conveyed as being just like us – an Everyman, doomed to fail, but trying anyway. Our sympathy and admiration for him is at its height at the end of the novel.

Things we dislike about Gatsby

Nick thinks he is flawed.

We are told on the opening page that Gatsby “represented everything for which he had an unaffected scorn…”

Gatsby is a crook

Gossip about Gatsby alerts us to his nefarious business deals. Although a lot of this we can easily disregard – that he is a relation of Kaiser Willheim for example – there is much more truth in some of the serious gossip, In the Plaza Hotel even Nick observes that he looks as if he ‘had killed a man.’ After his death, the extents of his crimes are revealed. His success is tainted.

He is weak

He is terrified of being alone (hence the constant company at his house) and yet he doesn’t make the effort to get to know ay of his guests. This explains his entire friendship with Nick. In a way, he manipulates Nick in the novel.

 He is a duplicitous liar
This is certainly true of Gatsby but the trick is to work out how far we can criticise him for this. How important is truth anyway? Do we admire him for the quality of his stage act or criticise him for causing his own downfall? What might be the moral difference between where he was born or his lie to Daisy about his supposed wealth? Through his lies, he represents the façade of life – nothing about him is ‘real’ for some readers. Nick believes that ‘something about him’ made his shallowness less important.

He is a delusional fool, wasting his life on an empty dream
Towards the end of the novel, the reader – and Nick himself – is left wondering why Gatsby pursues the ash-like Daisy when it is patently clear she sees no future in their relationship. We eventually feel like giving him a good shake after the crash… but Gatsby simply keep son believing in the future, until right before he dies. 

Does this make him a blind fool? Is he a waster who cannot open his eyes to the truth? Or do you see him, in some sense, as heroic for nobly pursuing what he believed in? Heroic or shambolic?

Not only would it fly in the face of Nick’s opinion, it would contradict Fitzgerald’s main aim in writing the novel – to examine the complexities of the Jazz Age, and the people who embodied its spirit. COMPLEX, AMBIGUOUS, EQUIVOCAL – these are appropriate ways to describe Gatsby and your feeling about the ‘worthiness’ of his dream.

Example Analysis: Character of Gatsby
The famously haunting, elegiac ending to the novel marks the height of our admiration and sympathy for Gatsby and what he stands for. As Nick looks out over the Long Island Sound, he muses on the discovery of America by the Dutch settlers and the beginning of the American Dream itself. For him, the ‘old island’ must have seemed like the ‘fresh, green breast of the new world’ – a world of wonder and endless possibilities. This magical freshness is compared to the moment of magic when Gatsby picked out Daisy’s green light for the first time. Just as the colonists must have held their breath in the presence of this continent, so must Gatsby have been awe struck by the possibility of loving Daisy. Nick tells us that Gastby “believed in the green light” , and that even though his dream eluded him, as ours do, he lived by it nonetheless. Indeed we are encouraged to see a part of Gatsby in ourselves in the closing lines of the novel:

“So we beat on, boats against the current…”

This metaphor places us all in the same boat, conveying the point that dreams do not easily come true. Thus we admire Gatsby for placing himself in the inevitable and tragic position of being doomed to failure. And we applaud him for believing that he could succeed.

Gatsby is established as a flawed hero from the start of the novel. Even our narrator, Nick – his champion and eulogist – admits that he ‘represented everything for which he had an unaffected scorn.” Despite his obvious admiration for Gatsby, and his dismissal of much of the frivolous gossip that surrounds his friend, he himself has to recognise that he looked ‘as if he had killed a man.’ We have come to form an intuitive trust for Nick throughout the novel since he is so frank about his lack of judgment and his unwillingness to suffer fools gladly, so this clear indication of Gatsby’s violent and nefarious nature comes as a shock to us.

Moreover, Gatsby is a weak individual who is terrified of being alone, and yet who does not make a single effort to get to know anyone – unless he can get something from them. His obsession with Daisy causes him to retreat further into himself – the parties exist only for her, and they stop when she signals her distaste for them. Thus, he has no social framework and can be seen as an outsider – an outcast from the real world. His relationship with Nick – supposedly the strangest in the novel – is based on this obsession, and on Nick’s connection to Daisy. Thus Gatsby is a user, superficial and hollow.

This façade is borne out of his tendency to lie. Everything about his life is a lie. Superficial lies – such as where he was born and educated – seem less important to use, and may even make him seem colourful and interesting in our eyes. But lies which have consequences, such as the lies he told Daisy in order to secure her affection, ring hollow with the reader. Indeed, his entire pursuit of Daisy is an empty dream. We sympathise with Gatsby’s illusions, and pine with him for a world he has lost, but in the last analysis, we have to acknowledge that he crosses the intangible line which divides idealism with recklessness. The ash like Daisy is not worthy of his affections, much less his sacrifice. And it is possible for us as readers, to question Gatsby’s state of mind through this relentless pursuit. Is he a feckless waster who cannot acknowledge the truth, or is he a hopeless romantic, nobly pursuing the thing in which he most believes?

Nick tries to answer this question when he pictures Gatsby’s last moments before death. His realisation of what a grotesque thing a rose is seems to rescue him from a world of illusion. At last, we can believe that Gatsby really knew his dream for what it was – empty. The nagging question: we cannot know if this insightfulness is for real or whether it was simply manufactured by a sympathetic narrator.

Character of Daisy

Despite her beauty and charm, she is merely selfish, shallow and hurtful.
Gatsby loves the idea of her and readers desperately want her to be worthy of his devotion.

Daisy is often associated with light, purity and innocence but she is the opposite.

Air of otherworldliness:

“"enormous couch . . . buoyed up as though upon an anchored balloon . . . [her dress] rippling and fluttering as if [she] had just been blown back in after a short flight around the house." 

She is described by Fitzgerald like an angel on earth. Often linked with the colour white (white dress, white flower, white car).

She is always at the height of fashion and addressing people with endearing terms. She appears pure in a world of cheats and liars.

Aware of her husband’s infidelities, yet does nothing about it. He has money and power – she enjoys the benefits she receives from these things.

Daisy does not enjoy Gatsby’s parties. She finds the West Egg nouveaux riches to be tedious and vulgar. It is an affront to her ‘old money’ mentalilty.
"I hope she'll be a fool," she says, "that's the best thing a girl can be in this world, a beautiful little fool." 
Clearly, she has some experience in this area and implies that the world is no place for a woman; the best she can do is hope to survive and the best way to do that is through beauty rather than brains. 
Daisy treats her daughter like an object, showing her off for guests, suggesting Daisy's lack of concern for her child. Daisy's life revolves around Daisy, allowing Pammy in only when it's convenient. Clearly, in real life Daisy isn't all the way Gatsby remembers — but blinded by his dream, he cannot see the truth.

Daisy’s affair with Gatsby might be revenge against Tom.

When she cries into the shirts, is she really crying over the lost years or does it display her interest in materialism?

Chapter 7 is an important point of the novel as Daisy realises that Gatsby is not of the same social circle – she will return to Tom for protection.
Daisy’s final actions show her true self. When she hits and kills Myrtle Wilson, and then leaves the scene, readers know (as poor Gatsby still does not) that she is void of a conscience. Perhaps all that white that has surrounded her isn't so much purity (although Gatsby, of course, would see it as such), but perhaps the white represents a void, a lack (as in a lack of intellectualism and a lack of conscience). To Daisy, Myrtle is expendable. She is not of the social elite, so what difference does her death make? 
To add insult to injury, as if she hadn't betrayed Gatsby enough already, she abandons Gatsby in his death. After killing Myrtle, Daisy returns home. She and Tom resolve their differences and leave soon thereafter, moving presumably to another city where they will remain utterly unchanged and life will continue as it always does. Daisy, although ethereal in some qualities, is decidedly devilish in others.

Character of Tom

"one of those men who reach such an acute limited excellence at twenty-one that everything afterwards savours of anti-climax.”. 
Now thirty, Tom has become enormously wealthy, yet remains physically powerful with his "cruel body" and "arrogant eyes."
Tom has a string of affairs despite being married to Daisy, and is involved with Myrtle Wilson throughout Nick's summer-long friendship with the Buchanans. 
An aggressive, short-tempered man, Tom wreaks continual havoc by abusing -- physically or emotionally -- Daisy, Myrtle, George Wilson, and Gatsby throughout the novel.
Character of Jordan

Jordan, a 23-year-old women's golf champion, becomes involved with Nick during the course of the summer of 1922. Jordan seems "incurably dishonest," a trait enhanced by Nick's remembrance of a rumour that she cheated at her first big golf tournament. Although Nick finds Jordan haughty and careless, he finds himself attracted to her anyway. At the end of the novel, Jordan gets engaged to another man after not seeing Nick for a short time, leaving Nick angry, yet still "half in love with her, and tremendously sorry" . Jordan's action seems to intentionally echo Daisy's leaving Gatsby to marry Tom five years earlier.
Setting

Mid West

A region that possesses a moral idenity. 

“My family have been prominent, well to do people, in this Middle Western City for three generations.” – stability, traditional, history and continuity.

“when I came back…last autumn I felt that I wanted the world to be in uniform and at a sort of moral attention forever…” 
Nick returns to the Mid West to escape the traumas he just experienced. 

“That’s my Middle West” – Nick reminisces. He cherishes his memories of growing up in a moral area. His glowing descriptions of growing up there reflect his desire for security and a stable life. 

Nick, Gatsby, Daisy, Jordan and Tom are all from the Mid West. They were all attracted to the social and cultural vitality of New York. It offered freedom from constraints but with that liberation, came moral decay.

New York

New York lures all the characters…

“racy, adventurous feel of it at night…” the city pulses with life and offers liberation from traditional family life.

Representative of the moral decay in the East, as New York is the setting for Tom and Myrtle’s affair. It is also the setting for the hotel scene, where the characters argue and tensions rise.

Valley of Ashes

Represents the grim underside of all 3 rich areas – West Egg, New York and East Egg.
 It is a part of all of them. 

The name is given to it by Nick – reminiscent of ‘the valley of the shadow of death’.

Has a haunting feel to it.
Wilson’s garage stands alone on the edge of this wasteland ‘and contiguous to absolutely nothing.’ ‘Nothing’ links Gatsby and Wilson through a pattern of the words ‘nobody’, ‘nowhere’, and ‘nothing’. In their very different ways they are both victims of society and they have no identity.

East Egg

East Egg observes the rules of formality and tradition, at least on the surface of life. 

Exclusive world – aristocracy.

The Buchanans’ world is opulent and self regarding.

Represents the status of inherited wealth and power to which the inhabitants of West Egg are denied access.

“white palaces “ glitter along the shore, but there is an implication that they are less than pure, and are inhabited by people who are just as careless and socially indifferent as those who attend Gatsby’s parties.
“They are careless people, Tom and Daisy…”

West Egg

Represents vulgarity and formlessness.

Dominated by Gatsby’s mansion. ‘imitation…hotel de ville’
“moths amongst the whisperings and the champagne and the stars…” – guests at the parties are simply attracted to the bright lights, the glamour, and what they can get. They have no substance and only care about having fun.

Parties – lists of guests at the parties suggest a callous, energetic, careless society – lots of references to violent acts or accidents. 

Daisy is appalled and offended by the vulgarity displayed at the parties in West Egg.

Symbolism
T. J. Eckleberg
Represents advertising and materialism gone mad.

He watches over everything that goes on around in the valley. 

His glasses have yellow rims which symbolize corruptness in two different ways. (1) That all he sees is corruptness, and, (2) he sees through the eyes of someone who is corrupt. 

The empty face represents the hollowness of people and their materialistic values. 

The empty face also represents an empty, unresponding, and dead God. 
Moonlight
Gatsby and his house are frequently associated with moonlight or starlight.  Nick sees Gatsby ‘regarding the silver pepper of the stars.’
When Nick first speaks to the polite stranger, who turns out to be Gatsby, ‘the moon had risen higher…”

“A wafer of moon was shining over Gatsby’s house…”

Moonlight is traditionally associated with the romantic imagination, with an intense subjective experience of solitude, and desire for the unattainable ideal.

Nick leaves Gatsby, ‘standing in the moonlight – watching over nothing.’
Valley of Ashes

V.O.A.  lies between West Egg and New York City. It consists of a long stretch of desolate land created by the dumping of industrial ashes. It represents the moral and social decay that results from the uninhibited pursuit of wealth, as the rich indulge themselves with regard for nothing but their own pleasure. The valley of ashes also symbolises the plight of the poor, like George Wilson, who live among the dirty ashes and lose their vitality as a result.

Weather
The stifling heat represents the rise in tension during the hotel room scene and the gradual boiling point of the novel.
Raining when Gatsby waits at Nick’s for Daisy’s arrival – sunshine when they are reunited.
Cars

They are the emblem of consumer power, as well as destructiveness and violence in modern day society.

Cars represent the carelessness/recklessness of the upper classes. 
Owl Eyes crashes a car when he is drunk, Jordan admits herself that she is careless driver (‘it takes two to make an accident’) and Myrtle is killed by Daisy’s erratic driving. 
After Myrtle Wilson is knocked down by Daisy, the men run out to see ‘that her left breast was swinging loose like a flap…the mouth was wide open and ripped…” Language is violent and suggests that the car (the death machine) violates her female identity.
George Wilson deals with cars (wrecks). Both Tom and Gatsby are responsible for the social gulf dividing Wilson from them and relegating him to a dim corner of society (‘ the only car visible was a dust-covered wreck of a Ford which crouched down in a dim corner.’)
Their wealth and their cars brutally destroy him.
Colours

1) Grey symbolises lack of life and/or spirit. It is the place of no hope, no future. In the book this place is called the Valley of Ashes, where everything is covered in grey dust - even the people. 

2) White is the colour that has the deeper meaning of false purity or goodness. Daisy and Jordan are always seen in white. Also, Gatsby, when he wanted to meet Daisy again for the first time in 5 years, he wore a white suit as if to show that he was good and pure. This links to theme of appearance versus reality. 

3) Green represents the hope that Gatsby has. He often reaches out towards the green light. It is also the colour of money and so represents wealth and prosperity. Both means correlate with each other because wealth was necessary in order for Gatsby to achieve his dream. Gatsby has spent his whole life longing for something better: money, success, acceptance, and Daisy. And no matter how much he has he never feels complete.
4) Red represents blood and death, as in the bloody death of Myrtle. 

5) Yellow and Gold. Yellow in general means corruptness and things that go bad. –Yellow leaves represent decay and corruptness. –The yellow of Gatsby’s car represents corrupt dishonesty and deception. Gold represents wealth, but, more so, the show of wealth. Gatsby tried to win Daisy back by his parties and the show of wealth. 

Religious Overtones Throughout The Novel

Later on in The Great Gatsby, George Wilson, after seeing his wife die in a tragic car accident, gives the eyes of Dr. T.J. Eckleburg a whole new meaning. Wilson, a very non-religious man, compares the doctor’s eyes to those of God, watching over him through the “foul dust” and desolate wasteland in which the novel is set. This is only one of many religious overtones mentioned or hinted at by Fitzgerald throughout The Great Gatsby. At the end of the first chapter, we see Gatsby reaching out for the green light, almost in the attitude of a worshiper. This is the first suggestion Fitzgerald gives us that Gatsby’s quest for Daisy is more than just a physical endeavor, but a spiritual one as well. During the flashback in chapter seven, when Gatsby first met Daisy, his mind is compared to the mind of God, which will never act the same again if he kisses her. A chapter earlier, Nick writes the following concerning why Gatsby
changed his name:

“He was a son of God – a phrase which, if it means anything, means just that – and he must be about His Father’s business, the service of a vast, vulgar, and meretricious beauty. So he invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby
that a seventeen-year-old boy would be likely to invent, and to this conception he was faithful to the end.” (63)

Gatsby, by changing his name, in a way creates himself anew, making his life more like that of God. In chapter eight, we find two instances of religious imagery. Daisy is compared to the “Holy Grail” and Gatsby’s dream is like a knight’s quest, showing once again the dream’s nature. Also in this chapter, we see Gatsby, after the car accident, looking over Daisy from her yard, trying to protect her. His watch over her window is compared to a vigil, and while Nick talked to Gatsby that night, he sensed that his presence was ruining the “sacredness” of the moment. However, Gatsby’s vigil was over nothing – Daisy was never in her room that night – much like Gatsby’s dream is over a nonexistent person. The Daisy he met and fell in love with years ago is not the same person anymore, and as much as Gatsby thinks that he can repeat the past, in the real world it is proven to be impossible. On one level, Fitzgerald gives us Gatsby’s dream as a spiritual quest, but on another level, we find out that this is yet another reason why his dream fails. His faith is misplaced, because the object of his quest is nothing more than Daisy Buchanan. In turn, Fitzgerald is saying that the spirituality of America is misplaced because of our obsession with material wealth, which creates a sort of
national delusion

Contrast

· East/West (not just the eggs but also East America and Mid West – where Gatsby, Nick and Daisy are from – see grid for quotes)
· Dreams and reality

· Poverty and riches

Ending

· The party is over in a literal and metaphorical sense.

· It is as if Nick’s own life ceased with Gatsby’s death.
· Nick is traumatised and almost haunted by his experiences in the East.

· “so we beat on…” Readers are inspired by Gatsby’s ability to dream.
	Point/Context
	Quote 
	Analysis/Evaluation

	· Narrative perspective

· Character of Gatsby

· American Dream (Gatsby’s ambition and determination)

· Start of the novel – Nick admires G. 
	“there was something gorgeous about him…it was an extraordinary gift for hope, a romantic readiness such as I have never found in any other person…”


	Immediately, Gatsby appears as a likeable character to the reader as we are told by the “honest” Nick that he greatly admires him. His determination and “hope” is apparent from the start of the novel, yet we do not meet Gatsby until chapter three. This immediately links with the main theme of the novel: the American Dream and we realise that Gatsby’s dream is of vast importance to him.

	- Moral Decay

 - 1920s society

- Gatsby’s wealth and ostentatious style
 
	“Every Friday five crates of oranges and lemons arrived from a fruiterer in New York – every Monday these same oranges and lemons left his back door in a pyramid of pulpless halves.”


	Representative of the guests who frequent Gatsby’s parties – they arrive as glamorous, high society

	Carelessness of the upper classes


	“They were careless people, Tom and Daisy – they smashed up things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together and let other people clean up the mess they had made.”


	Their wealth and power allows them to do as they wish, with no regard for anyone else. There is a strong sense of injustice as Gatsby covered up Daisy’s crime, yet she shows no remorse for what she did. They epitomise selfishness. 

	Setting
	“That’s my Middle West… I can see now that this has been a story of the West, after all – Tom and Gatsby, Daisy and Jordan and I, were all Westerners and perhaps we possessed some deficiency in common which made us subtly inadaptable to Eastern life.”


	The East is associated with a fast-paced lifestyle: decadent parties, crumbling moral values, and the pursuit of wealth, while the West and the Midwest are associated with more traditional moral values. In this moment, Nick realizes for the first time that though his story is set on the East Coast, the western character of his acquaintances (“some deficiency in common”) is the source of the story’s tensions and attitudes. He considers each character’s behavior and value choices as a reaction to the wealth-obsessed culture of New York. This perspective contributes powerfully to Nick’s decision to leave the East Coast and return to the West.

	1920s society

	“In his blue gardens men and girls came and went like moths among the whisperings and the champagne and the stars.”


	 Guests are simply attracted to the bright lights, the glamour and the many offerings at Gatsby’s parties. They ‘came and went’ suggests that many different people drifted in and out, again hinting at the uncommitted and disloyal tendencies of the upper classes. Superficial. They have no depth or substance.

	Character of Daisy

	“ ‘ Her voice is full of money,’ he said suddenly.

“That was it. I’d never understood before… the inexhaustible charm… High in a white palace, the king’s daughter, the golden girl.”


	Her voice defines her as a superior being. It is the product of her environment, her education and upbringing. Gatsby acknowledges the sound of money. He worshipped her as she was out of his league – he was a poor, bedazzled outsider. 
He idolises her like she is on a pedestal. 

	End of novel
Corrupt American Dream
	“So we beat on, boats against the current, borne back ceaselessly into the past.”
	This metaphor places us all in the same boat, conveying the point that dreams do not easily come true. Thus we admire Gatsby for placing himself in the inevitable and tragic position of being doomed to failure. And we applaud him for believing that he could succeed.



	Setting – West Egg

Character of Gatsby

Appearance Versus Reality
	“The one on the right was a colossal affair by any standard – it was a factual imitation of some Hotel de Ville in Normandy…”
	‘Colossal’ shows the enormity. Grand house exhibits Gatsby’s vast wealth. 

‘Imitation’ hints of fakery – similar to ‘old sport’.

‘Hotel de Ville’ ostentatious, over the top, gaudy, tacky.



	Valley of Ashes

Setting

Moral Decay
	“– a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens… with a transcendent effort, of ash-grey men who move dimly…”


	Rural landscape – visual representation for the dying American Dream. It is a consequence of the rich getting richer (greed.)

“ash – grey” has a sense of lifelessness.
“Move dimly” suggests that their dream is already dead – they know it cannot be achieved. Lack of spark or hope – unlike Gatsby.

	Theme – American Dream

Character of Gatsby

	“Gatsby believed in the green light, the orgastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no matter – tomorrow we will run faster. Stretch out our arms farther…”
	His insatiable hope is why the reader believes Gatsby to be great.
Encourages the reader to continue to dream – Gatsby does teach us that.

He was corrupt but his dream was incorruptible.

	· End of the novel.

· Nick’s admiration for Gatsby

· Failure to achieve his American Dream.
	“I thought of Gatsby’s wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock. He had come a long way to this blue lawn, and his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it.”


	Nick clearly displays his wonder at Gatsby’s incorruptible dream and admires his dedication. He gained a vast amount of wealth (through illicit means) and came from nothing. Yet his dream was unachievable, as the class divisions prevented him from ever being in Daisy’s league. 


	· Symbolism


	“Dr. T.J. Eckleberg’s faded eyes come into sight down the road…”
	 He watches over and judges. Only ever referred to as God by George Wilson. Could indicate that there is a lack of God/religion in society and this could lack of morals we see in the text.


	Appearance Versus Reality

Setting


	“Across the courtesy bay the white palaces of fashionable East Egg glittered along the water…”
	The colour ‘white’ suggests purity and goodness. Whilst the people of East Egg adhere to social traditions and appear to be wholesome on the outside, in the inside they are morally corrupt. They hide behind their aristocratic backgrounds and, as we see in the novel, use their wealth as a means to do what they want.

	Character of Gatsby


	“I want to wait here till Daisy goes to bed… so I left him standing there in the moonlight- watching over nothing.”
	Gatsby is loyal until the end and, even when Daisy is slipping away from him, he watches vigil over her. The symbol of the moon traditionally represents adoration and love. The moon in this instance reflects Gatsby’s obsessions with Daisy. He is the isolated figure, ‘standing in the moonlight’, desperately grasping onto his dream.

	Setting

Moral Decay


	"I love New York on summer afternoons when everyone's away. There's something very sensuous about it - overripe, as if all sorts of funny fruits were going to fall into your hands."
	New York is alluring and is filled with opportunity. With this liberating lifestyle, comes a moral choice. The East represents an ‘anything goes’ mentality and New York, whilst at first is appealing, gradually becomes the scene for raucous and immoral behaviour. 


Key quotes for ‘turning point’ scene – Hotel Scene in chapter 7

	Symbolism
	“certainly the warmest day of summer”
	The heat is overbearing and uncomfortable during chapter 7 (the hotel scene). This represents the tense atmosphere between Tom and Gatsby.

	Character of Tom
Lack of morals

	“he looked at Gatsby, and then back at Daisy as if he had just recognised her as someone he knew a long time ago.”
	Tom begins to realise that there is something between Daisy and Gatsby. He is a hypocrite as only seems to care about Daisy when he thinks that he could lose her. 

	Character of Daisy

Love
Dying American Dream (Gatsby’s)

	“Oh you want too much!... I love you now, isn’t that enough?”
	Gatsby’s unachievable dream is near its end when Daisy admits that she loved Tom ‘too’. This is too much for Gatsby, an idealist and perfectionist, to deal with. He wants her to erase her past and be with him forever, but this is impossible. In his dream, Daisy has been longing for him for five years, it did not cross his mind that she could have loved Tom. The reader may question if Daisy loves Gatsby at all, or was he simply someone to use to get back at Tom? 

	Character of Gatsby


	“He looked – and this is said in all contempt for the babbled slander of his garden – as if he had ‘killed a man’ .


	During the argument in the hotel room, Gatsby is revealed as a crook in front of Daisy. He is angered and outraged that Tom has shamed him in front of the group, especially Daisy. Nick, who usually sees the best in everything Gatsby does, admits that he does look guilty. He believes that he may have been capable of some of the rumours. This gives the reader an insight into Gatsby’s sinister background.

	Character of Gatsby

Rising Tension


	“An Oxford man!...Like hell he is! He wears a pink suit!”


	This indicates that the conflict between Tom and Gatsby is growing. Tom is becoming increasingly intolerant of Gatsby’s persona and doubts his authenticity. He does not believe any of the stories surrounding Gatsby and suspects him of illicit behaviour.

	Character of Gatsby


	“He spoke as if Daisy’s reaction was the only thing that mattered.”


	The extent of Gatsby’s delusion is revealed when he reveals to Nick the truth about who was driving when Myrtle was killed. He is more concerned about Daisy, than the woman they just killed and abandoned. This identifies the lengths he would go to, to achieve his dream – Daisy. Nothing else seems to matter.


EXAMPLE PLAN
Below is an essay question that has been planned out for you. I would strongly recommend that you try to write critical essays for these questions, as a revision method. You can adapt the plans or use your own but remember to refer to the full question.
Question 1: Choose a novel or short story in which the fate of the main character is important in conveying the writer's theme. (2005)

Explain what you consider the theme to be and discuss how effectively the fate of the character conveys it.

Refer to at least two of: theme, plot, characterisation, setting or any other appropriate feature. 

Introduction
T.A.R.T
Overall point – Gatsby’s fate (his death) conveys the theme of the ‘death/corruption of the American Dream’.
Techniques: characterisation, symbolism and key incidents.
Main Point 1 

The character of Gatsby epitomised the ideals of the American Dream - hope and perseverance in search of an ultimate goal – Daisy. 
Evidence

1. symbolism – green light “Gatsby believed in the green light” + analysis
2. Nick’s views of Gatsby  “gift for hope” + analysis
Link To Question
Yet with Gatsby’s death, his dream died – expand on this. He was faithful to his dream until the end.
Main Point 2 

Gatsby’s fate is intrinsic to the theme of the decaying American Dream. His dream (for Daisy’s love) is ruined by her unworthiness. 

Evidence

1. Character of Daisy – materialistic and self important “her voice was full of money” + analysis
2. Clash between old/new money – “An Oxford man!...Like hell he is! He wears a pink suit!” + analysis
Link to Question

Gatsby’s dream was incorruptible, but the ‘foul dust that floated in the wake of his dreams’, ensured that he would never achieve his ultimate goal. Class divisions and Daisy’s obsession with status and power, meant that Gatsby would never be enough for her.
Main Point 3

The reaction after Gatsby’s death conveys the death of the American Dream and the lack of any values within the upper classes.

Evidence

1. nobody at his funeral – contrast with parties – “men and women came and went like moths…” plus analysis.
2. Daisy’s reaction – too in love with her own wealth, power and status to care.

 “they were careless people Tom and Daisy…” + analysis
Link to Question
The American Dream has been corrupted by greed and selfishness. This is highlighted by the fate of Gatsby as he died for a girl who did not deserve his adoration – she ‘didn’t even send a flower.’

Main Point 4 

Nick’s perspective, on the events that led to Gatsby’s death, also show how corrupt the dream has bcome He is disheartened and almost haunted by the superficial, material and self centred people he has been surrounded with.
Evidence
1. “That’s my Middle West… I can see now that this has been a story of the West, after all – Tom and Gatsby, Daisy and Jordan and I, were all Westerners and perhaps we possessed some deficiency in common which made us subtly inadaptable to Eastern life.”
2. “I thought of Gatsby’s wonder when he first picked out the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock. He had come a long way to this blue lawn, and his dream must have seemed so close that he could hardly fail to grasp it.”

Link to Question

The recurring theme throughout the novel - The Corruption of the American Dream - is shown through Nick’s narration as, by the end of summer in 1922, he is truly sickened by the immorality and selfishness of those around him. 
NOTE
It is vital that you plan as many essays as possible before the exam. This is a helpful revision method. It also tests your knowledge of the text.

Exemplar Essay
Choose a novel or short story in which the writer's use of setting in time and/or place has a significant part to play in your appreciation of the text as a whole.

Give relevant details of the setting and then discuss fully why it has such significance.

“The Great Gatsby” by F. Scott Fitzgerald is a novel set on the East Coast of America during the 1920’s. Fitzgerald very effectively uses setting to portray the decadence of the upper classes, the moral decay of society in the 1920’, whilst also adding to the reader’s understanding of certain characters. The setting in this complex novel plays a significant part in the reader’s appreciation of the novel, as it develops and highlights issues throughout the text as a whole.

Firstly, setting is used to portray the excitement and hysteria of the 1920’s. Through Gatsby’s parties we are shown the glitz and glamour of this period in time. They were filled with excited “whisperings” amongst the “champagne and stars.” This depicts the beauty and romance of the parties – they were a temptation and portray the lack of worries and carefree attitudes of the guests.

The parties are tempting, beautiful and romantic. The war is over and America is experiencing a period of unprecedented wealth. This is reflected in the flamboyant and ostentatious displays of wealth at Gatsby’s parties – he orders everything in excess and the guests want for nothing. The excitement of the time of plenty resonates through the book.

However, the parties do not only reflect the prosperity of the time – they also portray the darker side of the upper classes. The guests are compared to ‘moths’ suggesting that they are simply attracted to the bright lights of the party and have no substance. The guests are said to:

 “conduct themselves according to the rules of behaviour associated with an amusement park.”

This effectively portrays the reckless attitudes of the guests and their destructive behaviour – it hints at the moral decay that permeates throughout the novel.

Significantly, this is not the only glimpse of a dark side to Gatsby’s parties, where the setting also reveals the decadence of the upper classes. They are driven by materialism and superficial values, concerned only by themselves and their money. This is illustrated by one of the many descriptions of Gatsby’s parties:



“Every Friday five crates of oranges and lemons arrived from a fruiterer in New York – every Monday these same oranges and lemons left his back door in a pyramid of pulpless halves.”

The exotic extravagance is shown to be extreme – money is no object. However, as they leave on the Monday as ‘pulpless halves’ it is symbolic of their superficial, empty lives, decay and destruction. It is a grotesque image which contributes to our appreciation of the gravity of their actions. This decadence is something beyond excitement and beauty – it is dangerous. They are ‘careless people’, concerned only with their ‘white palaces’ that ‘glitttered’. Even the music which sets the scene is ‘yellow cocktail music’  - yet another symbol of their lust for gold. The setting of the parties clearly highlights how the upper classes are out of control and there is no sign of them calming down. This is significant to the novel as this ‘careless’ attitude forms the basis of the majority of the characters.

In addition to this, Fitzgerald reveals characters through setting, inevitably providing us with a greater understanding of the characters, and as a result, the text as a whole. The ‘great’ Gatsby, in fact is not ‘Jay Gatsby of West Egg, but ‘James Gatz of North Dakota’. This is highlighted by his house:

“factual imitation of some Hotel de Ville in Normandy”.

This new ‘imitation’ is similar to Gatsby – it is not what it appears to be, just like his money and his persona. The setting in this case reveals how the character is not what he appears to be, just like his home. This also evokes the theme of appearance versus reality that is evident throughout the novel.

In contrast to West Egg, the aristocratic setting of East Egg is where the Buchanans dwell. Their house is described as:

“ a red and white Georgian colonial mansion”

The colour white may represent the white supremacy that Tom, from the self proclaimed ‘dominant race’ stands for. The ’Georgian colonial mansion’ shows that, unlike Gatsby, their money is not new and they come from a family with a great, long history. In this sense, setting is used to reveal character in that it separates Nick, the narrator, who is blessed with ‘fundamental decencies’, and the ‘gorgeous’ Gatsby who both live in West Egg, from the values and inhabitants of East Egg and the Buchanans who ‘smashed up things and creatures.’ By physically separating them, the author significantly affects our appreciation of the text as a whole by emphasising their separation on a moral scale. As a result our sympathy inevitably lies with the inhabitants of West Egg and we are encouraged to criticise the decadence of East Egg.

Perhaps the greatest significance of setting is to portray the theme of moral degeneration, by displaying the sterility of society. This is mainly depicted through the description of the ‘valley of ashes’:

“ – a fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens… with a transcendent effort, of ash-grey men who move dimly…”

The ‘valley of ashes’ becomes a symbol of the upper classes destruction and moral degeneration. People like the Buchanans expect others to ‘clean up their mess’ and as a result of their materialism, decadence and moral ambiguity, they are creating a sterile, soulless society. The ‘grotesque gardens’ suggest that the problem is growing and civilisation is going to pieces – the view is bleak. 

The use of setting in ‘The Great Gatsby’ is essential to the success of such a subtle novel. Fitzgerald employs setting to help us better appreciate the significance of the mood in the 1920s, the key issue of the decadence of the upper classes, the depth and symbolism of the main characters and the main theme – moral degeneration. Through this combination of ideas, joined together by setting, a well-crafter, thought-provoking novel is born.

Exemplar Essay – note the use of EVALUATIVE comments at the end
Choose a novel or short story in which the fate of the main character is important in conveying the writer’s theme. (2005)

Explain what you consider the theme to be and discuss how effectively the fate of the character conveys it.Refer to at least two of the following theme, plot, characterisation, setting or any other appropriate feature.

The roaring twentieth century novel, “The Great Gatsby”, was set in the ‘Jazz Age’ allowing the author, F. Scott Fitzgerald, to clearly use the theme of ‘The American Dream’ to highlight the determination in American society whether through means or corruption or not. It also allows him to prove how willing people are to push themselves and how hard they are willing to work in order to achieve great financial success. Fitzgerald cleverly uses the fate of the protagonist, Jay Gatsby, to help the readers visualise the downfalls of those who attempt to live or reach their illusionary goals. In addition to the death of Gatsby, Fitzgerald uses techniques such as characterisation, word choice, symbolism and setting to illustrate his theme effectively as well as portraying his own views on ’The American Dream’ discreetly yet successfully. 

Jay Gatsby is a mysterious man of class and despite being a man of ‘new money’ his likeable characteristics such as honour, pride, hope, determination and romantic qualities, still makes him a sympathetic and admirable character. Therefore the death of Gatsby at the end of the novel has a major effect and importance and permits readers to question how good life is living with financial successes. 

On the surface Gatsby appears to have already achieved ‘The American Dream.’ I say this because of his famous parties that are so extreme some may ever describe as “beyond the dreams.” In comparison to this, his mansion home is also extravagant and extreme to all extends as well. Including butlers, “an enormous garden” and so on. Overall we are lead to believe that he lives an expensive life and therefore his characterisation and other characters perceptions of him becomes essential in understanding the conditions of living ‘The American Dream.’ Once Gatsby wealth is revelled it becomes clear that financial success is not Gatsby true pursuit of ‘The American Dream’. However in order for him to acquire happiness he needs to reach into the past relive an old dream by gaining back his love, Daisy Buchannon. Reading about how he does this is how Fitzgerald manipulates Gatsby fighting to achieve his ‘American Dream’.

Although everyone knows of Gatsby’s parties and most of the society has heard of his name no one really knows him properly. This becomes increasingly obvious at the end of the novel when no-one turns up at his funeral. This tells us that Gatsby was a very lonely man. This shows a clear fault in what Gatsby is doing because it has made him lonely and captivated within himself. This is not an ideal way to live and sends the message to readers that attempting to achieve your dreams can be extremely demanding and delays you from having a social life. However Fitzgerald also uses Gatsby’s loneliness as a benefit. He uses it to create the mystery of the character and tell us that Gatsby is not willing to let anyone come close enough to him to ruin his dreams. 

During one of Gatsby’s parties, minor character’s and guest’s, start to spread rumours about him:

“I heard he killed a man.”

This makes his character furthermore mysterious and also readers begin to question how he achieved such wealth. He is also accused of being a “bootlegger”. This hints that Gatsby has still to work for his dream because he may have material goods but his social life proves to be poor. It also makes Gatsby become a far more mysterious character and therefore engages the readers and keeps them engaged because constant clues about his identity are dropped in. It also indicates that his tools to win his former love are wealth, this shows that he is willing to play with fire to win her heart back.

Symbolism is used to demonstrate Gatsby’s high hopes and determination to win his love, Daisy Buchanan.   

“...distinguished nothing except a single green light”

From this quote we can tell how focused Gatsby is in achieve his goal, Daisy, because the rest of the world is oblivious to him except the light. The light symbolises hope and because it comes from the Buchanonn’s house it can also be said to represent Daisy herself. Because Gatsby stands “worshiping the light”, this shows that he has an objective and proves he aims high. Also it shows the power Daisy has over him, through the word “worshiping” because it usually means someone praising to confiding in a God, therefore it tell us that she is superior and he is minor to her beings showing that his dream of winning her back has made Gatsby obsessive with his love. This light clearly indicates that Gatsby’s dreams are beyond material goods and until he wins Daisy back his ‘American Dream’ will remain unfulfilled. 

The death of Gatsby at the end of the novel is dramatic and a vital ending in understanding how few the amount of people are who manage to achieve ‘The American Dream’. Because Gatsby dies without Daisy even so much as showing remorse, it can be understood that Fitzgerald never believed in his character achieving his dream and that the dream was dead for him. 

Firstly Gatsby aimed to win his love through wealth and materialism. However unfortunately for Gatsby he was born a poor man and his connections with Wolfisheim indicated that he had illegal connections. I understand this as Gatsby finds a fast and easier way of getting money. This shows that he cheated his way and tried to find short cuts, was the dream lost for him there already. Could Daisy be attracted to a man of crime so different from the man she once loved.

Ultimately Gatsby dies at the end. His unselfish death is victorious and makes him both a sympathetic and likable character. However his death changed both my perception of the Buchanonn’s as a whole and Gatsby himself. Because Gatsby’s death was mainly caused because he tried to defend his Daisy’s reckless behaviour which was not unusual during this time zone and exposed well through setting. The incident gave Tom Buchanonn, Daisy husband, the perfect opportunity to kill off not only Gatsby but also illustrating further the death of ‘The American Dream’. I feel now that Daisy is a powerful character and has control over the naive protagonist. 

“It excited him too that many men had already loved Daisy – it increased her value in his eyes.”

This illustrates the strength of Daisy’s character and how she uses her felinity to win over the heart of win and gain selfish act. I don’t feel that she ever loved Tom like she did Gatsby but I believe she feel in love with his money. By the time Gatsby had gained his financial success it was too late and Daisy already had this and was settled in her lifestyle. Making her resident to change. Therefore I believe that Gatsby’s determination wasn’t enough to win her back and the American Dream was most defiantly illusionary in that sense. 

Gatsby didn’t reach his dream. However Nick’s high expectations, admiration and positive views of him still make him a positive character.  

 “Gatsby believes in the green light, the orgiastic future that year by year recedes before us. It eluded us then, but that’s no matter – tomorrow we will faster. Stretch out our arms father … And one find morning.”

The high perception of Gatsby, from Nick’s point of view, becomes obvious. Therefore I feel it tells me as a reader that Fitzgerald is saying we should follow Gatsby’s example in the sense that we should be more determined and have hope and set targets and believe in ourselves more, eventually realising and admiring Gatsby’s redeeming features. Because although we may not reach our ultimate dream we could come tremendously close and you never know you may be one among the thousands that does. 

In addition to this I feel that Gatsby was ahead of himself his pursuit of the American Dream would be as successful and uneasy as fighting a loosing battle. 

“Gatsby’s wonder when he first picked our the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock…his dream must have seemed so close that he would hardly fail to gasp it. He did not know it was already behind him”

Word choice indicates that Gatsby, in some way, believed too much in himself and therefore the idea of him winning Daisy’s love was, and would always be, just a dream. The word “fail” shows that his dream was unfulfilled and because it was seen as “already behind him” the idea of winning Daisy back was too big for Gatsby and therefore proves that it isn’t always possible to live ‘The American Dream” no matter how hard we work. 

The complex story of “The Great Gatsby” shows unbelievable twist and turns throughout the novel but the optimistic ending is important in eluding all the main character aspects. Through word choice, symbolism, characterisation and setting it becomes easy to convey Fitzgerald’s theme of ‘The American Dream’. However I believe that the fate of the great Jay Gatsby is the most vital tool for readers to understand the importance of the author’s theme. The tragic death of an admirable character doesn’t only make the novel memorable but also makes it essential in understanding how to achieve your very own ‘American Dream’. 

Exemplar P.C.Q.E Paragraphs (Symbolism)
The first and most recurring of Fitzgerald’s symbols is the green light at the end of Daisy’s dock. Before readers are introduced to the character of Gatsby, he is noticed by Nick, staring at the light:

“Here was a green light at the end of a dock.”

In America, dollar bills are green in colour so it could be argued that this symbol represents riches and the pursuit of wealth, to achieve the American Dream. From a different perspective, this light can be used to explain Gatsby’s dream of being with Daisy Buchanan. This is due to the light being at the end of Daisy’s dock, just across the water from Gatsby’s home. The distance between them symbolises that Gatsby’s dream is neither realistic nor attainable. The class divisions, and the ‘shade of green’ of their money, will always separate them as, despite having great wealth, Gatsby is a ‘self made’ man and Daisy is from ‘old money’. Overall it can be seen that the green light is significant in the novel as it not only symbolises Gatsby’s dream, but the dreams of all Americans and the corruption of the American dream due to greed and immorality.

The second symbol which Fitzgerald employs and which is of vital significance to the text is that of the Valley of Ashes. On Nick’s first visit to this place he remarks that it is…

“A fantastic farm where ashes grow like wheat into ridges and hills and grotesque gardens…men move dimly…”

Throughout ‘The Great Gatsby” most of the focus is on the lives of the upper classes but the Valley of Ashes is where the lower classes live. The Valley of Ashes shows physical decay and deterioration which could represent the decaying of morals and the move from a pure and good society to one which Fitzgerald frowned upon. In the Valley of Ashes the people move slowly and appear to be depressed – perhaps since these are the people who cannot achieve the American Dream. This highlights again the theme of class divisions and the corruption of the American Dream. Yet it also introduces the theme of the carelessness of the upper classes as they exploit these people without a second thought and suppress their dreams in order to fulfil their own. Therefore the Valley of Ashes is a symbolic setting within the novel as it develops many of the key themes and evokes the idea of moral decay, through the physical decay of the landscape.

Symbolism is once again utilised in the novel, through a billboard in the Valley of Ashes. Dr T.J. Eckleberg is seen to:

“Brood on over the solemn dumping ground.”

This creates an idea of judgement and an almost God like presence watching over the corruption and carelessness. Again, the idea of decay and rotting is brought in by Fitzgerald which emphasises the themes of moral decay and the corruption of the dream. 

Exemplar Essay

2005 Question 8

Choose a novel or short story in which the fate of the main character is important in conveying the writer’s theme.

Explain what you consider the theme to be and discuss how effectively the fate of the character conveys it.  

In your answer you must refer closely to the text and to at least two of: theme, plot, characterisation, setting, or any other appropriate feature.

Jay Gatsby, the flawed hero of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s ‘The Great Gatsby, meets with a rather ignominious fate. He is unmasked as a bootlegger, abandoned by his great love and, after a case of mistaken identity, shot and left face down in his swimming pool. Just as Fitzgerald portrays the American Dream as corrupted and unattainable for many in 1920s America, Gatsby’s own dreams have been corrupted and crushed by cold, brutal reality.  

At the novel’s climax, the confrontation between Gatsby and Tom is used by Fitzgerald to highlight wider social conflicts in 1920s America. Due to the rise of the stock market in the aftermath of World War One, a person from any social background could, potentially, make a fortune. However, such people were looked down on by families with old wealth. The clash between “old money” and “new money” manifests itself in the novel’s symbolic geography: East Egg represents the established aristocracy, West Egg the self-made rich. Meyer Wolfshiem and Gatsby’s fortune symbolize the rise of organized crime and bootlegging. When depicting the conflict between Gatsby and Tom over Daisy, Fitzgerald makes it clear that Gatsby’s poor background is a handicap:

“I suppose the latest thing is to sit back and let Mr. Nobody from Nowhere make love to your wife. Well, if that's the idea you can count me out.”

Fitzgerald’s use of dialogue and the repetition of ‘no’ is effective here in underlining that Tom is confident that Daisy will choose him over Gatsby on account of his old money background. Furthermore, there is an implicit condemnation of Tom’s arrogant and snobbish character as this dialogue makes it seem that he is more affronted by Gatsby’s lack of social status than by the fact that he is having an affair with Daisy. Such attitudes are starkly at odds with the egalitarian principles of the American Dream. These class divisions lead to Gatsby’s downfall and contribute to the decline of the American Dream.

The resolution of the conflict between Tom and Gatsby comes when Daisy chooses Tom. Throughout the novel, Fitzgerald has associated Gatsby’s love for Daisy with the American Dream, which was originally about discovery, individualism and the pursuit of happiness. Gatsby invents a past and persona in a bid to overcome the difference in social status between him and Daisy. Indeed, the novel’s title, which makes him sound like a magician or illusionist like The Great Houdini, is a reference to this. However, Fitzgerald also uses Gatsby’s love for Daisy to highlight the corruptions of the American Dream that have occurred in 1920s America. The ‘foul dust’ in Gatsby’s dream alludes to how his ‘sense of wonder’ is tainted by the means he uses in his attempt to win back Daisy: conspicuous consumptions, extravagant parties and illegal activities. This is a metaphor for how the principles of the American Dream have been tainted by greed and consumerism.Indeed, the rampant materialism and vacuity of Daisy’s lifestyle mirrors the increased importance of consumerism in American culture. It is notable that the most remarkable thing about her seems to be that “her voice is full of money.”Fitzgerald’s unusual imagery, as voiced by Gatsby when describing Daisy, is also a successful use of irony. Gatsby believes that he is describing her in a positive way. However, the readers realise that Fitzgerald views money as one of the reasons for America’s moral decay in the 1920s. Therefore, his imagery here associates Daisy, and therefore Gatsby’s love for her, with that.  I also feel that there is an implication that Gatsby’s love for Daisy is partly a result of his attraction to her status. Yet, ironically she looks down on Gatsby’s own class, as represented by West Egg:

“She was appalled by West Egg...by its raw vigor that chafed...and by the too obtrusive fate that herded its inhabitants along a short-cut from nothing to nothing.”

Such arrogance and snobbery are indicative of Daisy’s character and, for me, are the real reasons that she chooses Tom. I believe that Fitzgerald is not portraying her as choosing a person, but rather a set of values.

Despite these flaws in Gatsby’s love for Daisy, Fitzgerald manages to evoke sympathy for him after she chooses Tom. It can be argued that Gatsby instils Daisy with a kind of idealised perfection that she neither deserves nor possesses. Gatsby’s dream is ruined by the unworthiness of its object, just as the American dream in the 1920s is ruined by the unworthiness of its object—money and emoty hedonism. Like 1920s Americans in general, fruitlessly seeking a bygone era in which their dreams had value, Gatsby longs to re-create a vanished past—his time in Louisville with Daisy—but is incapable of doing so:

“With every word she was drawing further and further into herself, so he gave that up, and only the dead dream fought on as the afternoon slipped away, trying to touch what was no longer tangible,”

Fitzgerald’s hard, thudding alliteration of‘d’ helps to underline that this is the end of Gatsby’s dream. It can be argued that Daisy and her social status had never been ‘tangible’ for Gatsby; the world of East Egg had always been out of reach. I believe that Fitzgerald is condemning the class divisions that existed in 1920s America and were in opposition to the original ideas of the American Dream.

Fitzgerald is successful in portraying Tom’s triumph and the resolution of his conflict with Gatsby as having tragic consequences. First is the death of Myrtle, knocked down by Daisy.  Gatsby’s decision to take the blame for Daisy demonstrates the deep love he still feels for her and illustrates the basic nobility that defines his character. Disregarding her lack of concern for him, Gatsby sacrifices himself for Daisy. The image of a pitiable Gatsby keeping watch outside her house while she and Tom sit comfortably within is an indelible image that both allows the reader to look past Gatsby’s criminality and functions as a moving metaphor for the love Gatsby feels toward Daisy. Nick’s parting from Gatsby at the end of this chapter parallels his first sighting of Gatsby at the end of Chapter 1. In both cases, Gatsby stands alone in the moonlight pining for Daisy. In the earlier instance, he stretches his arms out toward the green light across the water, optimistic about the future. Throughout the novel, Fitzgerald uses the green light to symbolize Gatsby’s love for Daisy and his capacity for hope; much of his strength as a character is because he ‘believed in the green light, the orgiastic future that year by year recedes before us.’In this instance, however, he has made it past the green light, onto the lawn of Daisy’s house, but his dream is gone forever. 

At the novel’s end, Fitzgerald again associates the death of Gatsby’s dream, and Gatsby himself with the corruption of the American dream. Nick imagines the Dutch sailors first laying eyes on the coast of America: ‘a fresh, green breast of the new world.” This striking image is effective in conveying the potentials for renewal that the sailors saw in America. This is where the first ideas of the American dream come from. Fitzgerald’s use of colour symbolismunites the hope and promise of Gatsby' s dream with that of America itself.  By the novel’s end, however, this image is as tarnished as Gatsby’s own hopes and dreams: it is connected to the death of Myrtle Wilson whose ‘left breast was swinging loose like a flag.’  This vivid simile also connects to ideas of America through its reference to the flag. For me, through Myrtle’s death Fitzgerald is suggesting that the real losers in 1920s America are the working class, who are exploited by the country’s new and old money. Her death is symbolic of how they are the real losers of the corruption of the American Dream in a materialistic society obsessed with money.

In ‘The Great Gatsby’, Fitzgerald portrays his flawed-yet-heroic protagonist as destroyed by the ‘foul dust’ that entered his dreams. This perfectly mirrors how the American Dream had declined due to the poisons of inequality, materialism and empty hedonism in 1920s America.

