‘The Great Gatsby’ by F. Scott Fitzgerald
Plot Summary

The novel is set in the 1920s between Long Island
and New York. Nick Carraway, the narrator, moves to West Egg and finds that his neighbour is the infamous and wealthy Jay Gatsby. We discover that in the past, Gatsby had a brief relationship with Daisy Buchanan, Nick’s cousin, and has since been deeply in love with her. Gatsby throws lavish parties, each one attended by hundreds of people from high society, in the hope that Daisy will attend. Gatsby attempts to renew his relationship with Daisy and they begin to meet regularly. The novel has a tragic ending as Gatsby and two other characters are killed.
The climax of the novel occurs when the main characters gather in New York and Gatsby informs Tom that Daisy intends to leave him in order to live with Gatsby. Tom is furious but Daisy fails to confirm Gatsby’s hopes of a future together.

They all drive home and, on the way through the Valley of Ashes, Daisy knocks down and kills Myrtle in Gatsby’s car. Myrtle’s husband believes Gatsby to be responsible and shoots Gatsby. Immediately afterwards, he turns the gun on himself. Few people attend Gatsby’s funeral, despite his apparent popularity and Nick returns home to the West.

