Scottish Text: 10 Mark Question (The Slab Boys)

For example
By referring to this extract and elsewhere in the play, discuss how Byrne develops the theme of social class.

Step 1 – 2 MARKS
Describe the area of commonality between the extract and the other moment/s to which you will be referring (2 marks) 

· I mark for a simple remark about commonality
· 2 marks for a more well-developed answer.
· For example stating that the theme of Social Class pervades the entire play from the character’s working in the Slab Room for very little money to the language used by Alan in conversation with the slab boys

Step 2 – 2 MARKS
Make two specific references (quote) to the extract in front of you in answer to the question (2 marks) 

· Must quote from the extract and then explain how this extract explores the theme of social class
· No marks for quote/reference alone
· [bookmark: _GoBack]1 mark for each comment
· The extract deals with Phil and Spanky describing the Slab Room to Alan and Phil refers to his pay as “measley” showing how the lower classes are expected to work long hours for very little remuneration and the boys are annoyed by this fact
· The second example would be when Alan is talking about his life and says “Uni. University” showing that he feels the need to explain himself when he talks in his “upper-class slang”. This is degrading for the slab boys as they would already know what a “uni” is.

Step 3 – 6 MARKS
Make 6 references to other moments in the play and link each one to the question (6 marks)

· Refer to an incident and quote. Then explain how social class is revealed/developed in that moment (1 mark for basic comment; 2 marks for insightful comment). REPEAT FIVE MORE TIMES TO ENSURE YOU GAIN THE MARKS
· Later in the play, Phil makes it clear that he is aware of the social class differences. “I’m away to join the hunt… I’ll send my ma’s head for your dad’s trophy room… Allan!” he thinks that because Alan is of an upper class that his family take part in such activities.
Higher English – How to Answer Questions on the Scottish Set Text

Tips
· Remember you will have 45 minutes for this section of the paper.
· It will be in with your critical essay paper. 1h 30mins overall.
· Please remember to QUOTE AND COMMENT for EVERY question! (Unless it is an “In Your Own Words” or “Summarise” question)
· Break the question down and use bullet points similar to your close reading paper.
· The questions will amount to 20 marks


Step 1: Finding the questions

The Scottish Set Text element of the exam is at the front of the booklet. It is divided into sections: Drama, Poetry, and Prose. Find the correct one. Once you have found the right section, find your text!

Step 2: Reading the extract

Read the extract very carefully. Think about where in the play the extract comes from. What is the context of it?
Then read the questions very carefully, underlining key instructions (e.g. In your own words, summarise the events of lines 14-26.)

Answering the Questions
Once you have read the extract, you should answer the questions.
All of the questions will be about the extract. Unless told to “Use your own words” or “Summarise” YOU MUST QUOTE AND COMMENT!
Look at the number of marks a question is worth – This is how many separate points you should make. Use bullet points to help you keep track of this. Again, QUOTE AND COMMENT for each question.

The questions will be very similar to the style of those in the RUAE paper. It is important for you to the formula for answering each question type. “Writer’s use of language” is a popular type of question to appear. Ensure you know how to answer this. 
