Chapter 6 – Turning Point – the Deer Drive
Turning Point.  Duror has the opportunity of getting them out of the wood but he decides against this having recognised that his own future is tied up with Calum and unless he destroys him his torment will continue. Calum’s “going therefore must be a destruction, an agony, a crucifixion.” (p78)
Duror’s growing madness comes out in public:

· “…they saw Duror rise up with his hand at his head and stagger about as if he were drunk or had just wakened from a nightmare.” P63

· P67 – “his bleary anxious unshavenness was so unlike his customary smooth inscrutability.  They thought he must be ill; but none cared to ask.”

· P70   “He seemed to be laughing in some kind of berserk joy…Rushing upon the stricken deer and the frantic hunchback, he threw the latter off with furious force, and then, seizing the former’s head with one hand cut the throat savagely with the other.”

· P71“Duror had the appearance of a drunk man, unshaven, slack-mouthed, mumbling, rather glaikit.”

· Asking after Peggy reveals what was actually in Duror’s mind when he slit the deer’s throat – is it all to do with his wife? 

· When he looks at Calum, Duror realises something about himself:
 
“He understood for the first time why he hated the hunchback so profoundly and yet was so fascinated by him. For many years his life had been stunted, misshapen, obscene and hideous and this misbegotten creature was its personification.”
· This is Duror’s insight: Calum's outward appearance is like Duror’s inward appearance.  This unsettles Duror and provokes him to madness with fatal consequences. The killing of the deer also foreshadows the conclusion of the novel when a further violent incident will take place.
