Chapter 2 – Duror’s relationship with his wife, Peggy – Conflict within character.

Dr Matheson’s role is the reliable character whose judgment we can trust.  He worries about what was going on in Duror’s mind (p.16).  He hints it may be sexual repression.

“God knew how many inhibitions, repressions and complexes were twisting and coiling there, like the snakes of damnation.” 

 He draws attention to the duality of Duror: the fact that what is on the outside is not representative of the inside.  Something we come back to often.  

The writer’s description of Peggy – does it make us sympathise with Duror?  The way Mrs Lochie treats him – does that make us sympathise with Duror?

“The sweetness of her youth still haunting amidst the great wobbling masses of pallid fat that composed her face added to her grotesqueness a pathos that often had visitors bursting into unexpected tears.”

“haunting” suggests Peggy is a ghost of her former self – creates sympathy. “wobbling masses of pallid fat” – creates disgust and hints at the roots of Duror’s problem: his disgust at her deformity, she literally shows the extent of Duror’s disgust.  “grotesqueness” suggesting horror but also sympathy.

Mrs Lochie thinks the worst of Duror and he asks himself whether she can, “see this tree growing and spreading in (my) mind? And is its fruit madness?”

We are reminded by Dr Matheson, Peggy and her mother that Duror and his wife had been happy.

The Plan – Duror decides to involve Calum in the deer drive, believing that his inevitable ruining of it will result in his dismissal- “That dismissal might be his own liberation.”  Duror is committing himself to a particular course of action and the final sentence in the chapter reflects this and foreshadows possible disaster.





