Chapter 1 - Conflict between characters: Duror v. Calum
Calum – an innocent character, in touch with nature - good
“chaffinches fluttered around him”:  connotations with St Francis of Assisi – suggests Calum’s innocence and saint like characteristics . 
“He (Neil) knew what Calum represented, pity so meek” 
“on the misshapen hump of his body sat a face so beautiful and guileless to be a diabolical joke” :  juxtaposition of Calum’s hideous shape on the outside and his beautiful nature on the inside contrasts with Duror.
	
Duror – the personification of evil
 Extended metaphor of a decaying tree used to develop his character. 
“the overspreading tree of revulsion in him”:  ‘overspreading’ – suggests it will overwhelm him and affect others.
Roots of this are in childhood:  “Since childhood Duror had been repelled by anything living that had imperfection, deformity or lack”
Calum’s arrival in the wood has unsettled Duror and he obsessively dislikes the cone gatherer.
‘In an icy sweat of hatred.”
 ‘but in him was a force more powerful than common sense or pride. He could not name it, but it dragged him irresistibly down towards that hut. ” 
‘he was alone in his obsession’ – everyone else accepts the CGs.  Knows everything about them.
Fantasises about destruction which foreshadows the outcome of the novel:
“He saw himself returning, kicking open the door, shouting at them in disgust, and then blasting them both to everlasting perdition.”
Duror,  believes that if he kills Calum’ then life will return to normal. 
Identified as sympathetic to Holocaust, which clearly characterises him as evil:  “He had read that the Germans were putting idiots and cripples to death in gas chambers….he had profoundly approved.”
