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Key Quotes – Chapter by Chapter
Opening Chapter
“As he breathed in the fragrance, he stroked the branches, and to his gentle hands they were as soft as petals.”
“Fragrance” has connotations of pleasant smells and beautiful things, such a flowers, and this shows the reader that Calum finds beauty in the natural world surrounding him. “Gentle” shows that Calum is a tender soul and that he is kind and caring, never wishing to cause harm to any living thing. Calum is clearly very comfortable and contented in the tree tops and this description helps to create a mood of peace and tranquillity. 

“Duror the gamekeeper, in an icy sweat of hatred, with his gun aimed all the time at the feeble-minded hunchback grovelling over the rabbit.”
This suggests that Duror is a cold-hearted and cruel man. He feels so much inexplicable hatred for the men – especially Calum – that he is physically affected, breaking out into an anxious sweat as he watches them work. This description also provides the reader with an insight to Duror’s thoughts about Calum as “feebleminded hunchback”. He believes that Calum is weak in body and mind, and that he is superior to Calum in every way.  The gun is not only symbolic of Duror’s aggression and blood-lust; it also foreshadows the tragic ending of the novel, when he will use this same gun to end Calum’s life and then take his own.

“While waiting, he imagined them in the darkness missing their footing in the tall tree and coming crashing down through a sea of branches to lie dead on the ground.”



“And on this misshapen lump of his body sat a face so beautiful and guileless as to be a diabolical joke…”




“Duror had been repelled by anything living that had an imperfection or deformity or lack.”





Deer Drive
“An idea suddenly occurred to him, simple, obvious, likely to be approved by his mistress, yet to him a conscious surrender to evil.”
This further reveals Duror’s cruelty and demonstrates the lengths he is willing to go to in order to rid himself of Calum. It At this stage in the novel the reader understands Calum’s innocence and naivety, viewing him almost as a child, therefore this plan seems particularly evil. “Conscious surrender to evil” tells the reader that Duror is fully aware of his actions and the horror of their consequences. He is being taken over by his evil desires.

“He seemed to be laughing in some kind of berserk joy. There was a knife in his hand…rushing upon the stricken deer and the frantic hunchback, he threw the latter off with furious force, and then, seizing the former’s head with one hand cut its throat savagely with the other.”
The words “furious force” and “savagely” tell the reader that Duror is behaving in an extremely violent manner – he is more like an animal than a human. He imagines that the deer is his own wife, and takes great pleasure in brutally ending her life – as shown by his laughter. The word “berserk” suggests that Duror is crazed and that he is further descending into madness.


















Lendrick
“As if to prove to Neil that the wood was the only place where unfriendliness flourished and kindness withered, everywhere that afternoon that brothers were received with courtesy, affability, and helpfulness.”
The brothers are welcomed into the village with open arms and treated fairly. This is in contrast to their lives on the estate and in the wood, where they are treated as inferior to those around them. Nature imagery is used by Jenkins to show that Neil believes unfriendliness thrives in the wood, shown by the use of the word “flourished”. He associates the wood and the estate with darkness and unkindness, believing that goodness cannot survive in such a hostile environment. This draws the reader’s attention to the idea of isolation and may suggest that loneliness and a lack of community spirit can create problems, such as those which have plagued Duror for many years and have now begun to affect his sanity.

“Since your wife’s illness you never had relations with her…you have lived like a monk…this has set up stresses and now it is affecting you physically…”
This shows that Duror’s problems may have been exemplified by his strained marriage to Paggy. It could explain his resentment of her and it provides further insight into why he despises anything or anyone with physical deformity. Comparing Duror to a “monk” further enhances the idea of isolation and loneliness as a trigger for unhappiness and depression.

“He was in the mood for murder, rape or suicide…”
Duror is so enraged by the doctor’s lack of help that he is tipped over the edge. Evil has possessed him entirely. “Murder” is a reference to his hatred for Calum, foreshadowing the end of the novel where he will take Calum’s life. “Rape” alludes to his corruption of the innocent figure of the doll, which he will use in his bid to destroy Calum’s reputation, suggesting that he is a predator and poses a threat to Lady Runcie-Campbell and her children. “Suicide” again foreshadows Duror taking his own life at the end of the novel. This is a key moment from which there is no turning back. Duror cannot accept his circumstances any longer, and must act on his evil impulses.












Roderick’s Pilgrimage
“Here at the very hut was the most evil presence of all, and it was visible.”
Roderick has set out to visit the cone gatherers and make amends for his mother’s behaviour, as he believes that she treated them unfairly; however he cannot reach their hut as Duror blocks the way. At this very moment Roderick understands that evil truly does exist in the world, and he views Duror as a symbol of that evil – which up until now he has only heard of in stories and tales of places far away from his own home. This is a frightening thought as he now understands that evil can exist in any place – even this rural, isolated and prestigious country manor.

“Why then did he hate the cone gatherers and wish to drive them away? Was it because they represented goodness and himself evil?”
By voicing Roderick’s questions here, Jenkins shows the panic and fear he feels as his innocent mind has now been exposed to evil. He cannot understand why Duror should hate the cone gatherers, as they are good and humble men. His only rationale is that Duror embodies evil and the cone gatherers are good, and evil will attempt to destroy any good in the world. This simplifies the situation for the reader and makes it seem almost like a children’s fairy tale, but it reminds the reader once again of what each character symbolises, emphasising how threatening Duror is.


















Beach Hut
“For the past half hour indigo clouds had been mustering, with rumbles of thunder still distant and half-hearted…the two men were the only living creatures left in the tree tops.”
Here, the author deploys pathetic fallacy in order to foreshadow the events which will follow. The dark clouds and dangerous thunder in the distance symbolises the furious temper of the Lady, which they will face when she discovers them sheltering from the storm in her beach hut, without her permission. This creates a sense of foreboding and the reader can feel the tension and hostility building.

“This week will be their last…I never heard of such impertinence…after this war the lower orders are going to be frightfully presumptuous.”
This clearly shows that Lady Runcie-Campbell feels vastly superior to Calum, Neil and anyone belonging to the lower classes. She does not view them as equals and fails to realise that they deserve to be respected just as she and her family do. Her lack of sympathy and understanding adds to the hostile mood of the novel, helping the reader to understand the extent of the divide between social classes at this time.



















Duror’s Accusations
“Leaning forward, as if sick, he had begun to utter quietly, hoarsely, and with an undercurrent of pleading, the most loathsome accusations against the little cone gatherer…”
Duror’s accusations against Calum are disgusting and obscene, only made worse by the fact that the reader knows he is a pure and innocent man. His physical gait suggests sickness, and this reminds the reader of the sickness that exists in Duror’s disturbed mind. “Pleading” also implies that Duror is desperate to be believed by Lady Runcie-Campbell, showing once again the extent of his hatred for Calum.
























Climax/ending
“From a bank of whins and bracken she looked down on the promontory. Never had the loch been so potently beautiful.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lady Runcie-Campbell has previously referred to Scour Point on the promontory as her favourite place on the estate, as it is so beautiful. The word “potent” suggests that she feels the beauty of nature is mesmerising and almost overwhelming. However immediately afterwards the reader is told that “a warship steamed down the loch”. This is a reminder of the evil/conflict/hostility which exists in the world and in this rural, peaceful setting – spoiling the nature and threatening the inhabitants. It is ironic that the most brutal and violent of acts will take place on what is the most beautiful and unspoiled part of the estate.

“Duror was stalking away towards the point, it was as if the rotting tree itself had moved.”
By comparing Duror to the rotting tree, it is clear that he is a corrupt man. Just as a rotting tree is unhealthy and begins to fall apart, so too is Duror festering in his unhealthy state of mind. He is the epitome of evil and the reader feels concerned as he has cruel intentions for Calum and Neil when he finds them. The word “stalking” implies that Duror is the hunter, and Calum and Neil are the prey. They are in danger.

“She saw Duror before she saw them. He was walking away among the pine trees with so infinite a desolation in his every step that it was this memory of him, rather than that of the little hunchback dangling from the tree…which was to torment her sleep for months.”
Now that Calum is dead, Duror has nothing to drive him forward. He has been fuelled by hatred for all this time and now that he has nothing on which to concentrate, there is nothing left for him. The only end to his suffering is to take his own life. He is a shadow of his former self and the image of despair and desolation he presents will haunt Lady Runcie-Campbell.

“He hung in a twisted fashion, and kept swinging. His arms were loose and dangled in macabre gestures of supplication. Though he smiled, he was dead.”
The image of Calum dangling dead from the tree is gruesome. The words “twisted” and “macabre” emphasise how unnatural he appears, evoking further sympathy towards Calum, and more anger for Duror. Even in death, Calum’s purity and child-like innocence are apparent, through words such as “swinging” and “loose”, which are playful, relaxed and carefree. His smile is a reminder of his kindness and good-nature and is comforting in a way, as he was doing what he loved most at the moment his life was taken.
“…as she wept pity, and purified hope, and joy, welled up in her heart
Lady Runcie-Campbell’s reaction to this incident is unexpected and seems at first to be odd. Somehow she feels cleansed by the removal of the evil Duror from her land, recognising that Calum was a necessary sacrifice. For her, their deaths symbolise hope for the future after the war. She may also be repenting for her ill treatment of the men, understanding the error of her ways and viewing this as an opportunity to wipe the slate clean and begin again.



