Chapter 16 – The Conclusion
Comic scenes of Erchie Graham emphasises the tragedy at the end - contrast. 

Neil refuses to help:  “If she wants our help, let her come and ask for it.”  Issues of class.

  “We could have perished in the storm, for all she cared.  Was that not murder?” 

Graham tells Duror about his failure to get the cone gatherers to help, which gives Duror his final motivation for killing Calum – they had offended his beloved lady.

“Duror was stalking away towards the point.  It was as if the rotting tree itself had moved.” This final reference to the metaphor of the tree shows the final outcome of Duror’s corruption – evil has consumed him.  
“She saw Duror before she saw them. He was walking away among the pine trees with such infinite desolation in his every step.”  – Isolation of Duror and last image before suicide.  Killing Calum did not work.                                                                                               “Somewhere on her beloved promontory Duror, with his face shattered   and bloody, lay dead.”                                    
Thus Calum’s death brings about hope – many uses of symbolism in conclusion:

“Though he smiled, he was dead.  From his bag dropped a cone, and then another…but other drops…were of blood.”  

The cones symbolise the future in that they will become the new forest and as such they are a symbol of regeneration.  

The spilling of Calum’s blood can be better understood by referring to Christ and the crucifixion.  Christ was innocent and good and wrongly executed, as was Calum – Calum linked to Christ at several points in the text. The death of Christ ‘washed’ away the sins of man and gave him hope.  The death of Calum brings hope of a better future without evil (personified by Duror), which has destroyed itself.

Evil will consume a person, eventually take over and destroy them as with Duror.

LRC: “She could not pray, but she could weep; and as she wept pity, and purified hope , and joy, welled up in her heart.” – She has finally understood what Calum represented – hope for the future.

Roderick safe – Hope for the future, for a new and fairer society.

