Background
Tally’s Blood is a Scottish drama written by Ann Marie Di Mambro. It was first performed in 1990 at the Traverse Theatre in Edinburgh, where Di Mambro was a writer in residence. 
Tally is slang for Italian and the title refers to both Italian blood and to the raspberry sauce they put on ice-cream.
The play is set in Scotland and Italy and spans nineteen years, from 1936 to 1955. It explores are range of social and historical contexts:
· Poverty in Glasgow 
· Family planning and birth control 
· Italian immigrants in Scotland 
· World War Two 
Author
Ann Marie Di Mambro is a Scottish playwright and screenwriter.
She was born to Italian parents in Glasgow in 1950 and used many of her own experiences to shape the characters in Tally’s Blood. For example, like the character of Bridget, Di Mambro was not allowed to attend social dances.
Di Mambro has publically expressed some resentment about her Italian upbringing. This is reflected in the character of Lucia when she is irritated by Rosinella’s Italian customs.
Di Mambro said in a 2003 interview that: 
the play is very personal to me. I hesitate to use the word ‘favourite’ but it is certainly the closest to home, drawing on my Italian ancestry
Poverty in Glasgow
[image: A man looking at a boarded up shop in the Gorbals area of Glasgow in the 1930s]
The play begins in 1936. The 1930s were a time of economic depression. There was mass unemployment and many people from the working class lived in poverty and in poor housing.
Children played on the street and were content with simple games. For example, Hughie plays football and marbles on the street.
The Devlins are working class and are on the brink of poverty:
· Hughie is described as scruffy looking 
· Franco gives Bridget a charm, but she has no jewellery to put it on 
· Bridget has to borrow money from Massimo to pay for the abortion 
Poverty was rife in Glasgow at this time. The global depression of the 1930s had a deep impact on Scotland’s economy.
There were limited job opportunities. This is clear when Rosinella says Franco's options are: 
The pits or the steelworks - that's all there is around here.
These opportunities were often dangerous, which is reflected by Adam Devlin's death in the pits.
Family planning and birth control
In the period in which the play is set, many people would have grown up with little knowledge on sex and birth control. Even among adults the subjects are unlikely to have been openly discussed.
Both the Devlins and Pedreschis are Catholic. Then as now, the Catholic Church was opposed to artificial contraception. Even if the characters had been aware of different methods of birth control they may have been against using them.
Rosinella comments of Mrs Devlin: 
Eight weans! She keeps having them but she cannie even look after them right
This suggests that Mrs Devlin has no knowledge of birth control.
Abortion was not legalised in Scotland until 1967. To end a pregnancy some women resorted to illegal abortions. The abortion Bridget borrows money to pay for was therefore illegal.
Italian immigrants in Scotland
[image: Italian shop owners standing outside their confectionery shop in Edinburgh in the 1920s]
From the late 19th century, Scotland saw an increase in Italian immigrants. Many Italians experienced poverty and famine in their home country at this time.
Many Italian men fled to Scotland to make money to support their families in Italy. We see this in Act 1 Scene 2 when Rosinella sends jumpers home to her family in Italy. 
By the 1920s, many Italian immigrants had created successful businesses. Some ran ice-cream parlours and cafes. They sent for their families to join them in Scotland. 
Glasgow was a popular area for Italians to settle and there was a large Italian community at this time.
World War Two
A key aspect of the play is the opposition of Scotland and Italy during World War Two. During the war, the Italian community in Scotland faced hostility, internment and even deportation.
Events of World War Two
· September 1939 - German army invades Poland. Britain and France declare war on Germany 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]October 1939 - Italy becomes an ally of Germany 
· 10 June 1940 - Italian leader Benito Mussolini declares war on Britain and France 
Shortly afterwards, Italian immigrant men over the age of 16 were declared "enemy aliens". Over 4,000 Italians were arrested, just as happens to Massimo. Many were shipped to internment camps on the Isle of Man, others were transported to Canada or Australia.
On 30 June 1940, the cruise ship SS Arandora Star was torpedoed while transporting Italian and German "enemy aliens" to Canada. Of 734 Italians on board, 486 died. Act 1 Scene 14 sets up that Massimo's father was one of those on board.
There were anti-Italian riots in cities including Edinburgh and Glasgow. Italian businesses were attacked. This explains why the Scottish mob attack the Pedreschi's shop in the play.
The war ended in 1945. The aftermath of the war is evident in Act 2 Scene 1 when Luigi describes the destruction of Italian villages and the loss of his livelihood.
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