Plot summary
Tally’s Blood is set in Italy and Scotland between 1936 and 1955. Events take place before, during and after World War Two. The story centres on the Pedreschi family who run a café in Glasgow.
Rosinella and Massimo become guardians to their niece, Lucia, after her mother dies.
As Lucia grows up, Massimo gives Hughie Devlin a job in the café and encourages him to help Lucia with her English. Their early dislike for each other changes to friendship.
Massimo’s brother Franco is in a relationship with Bridget Devlin. Rosinella disapproves and tries to drive them apart.
When World War Two breaks out, Franco joins the British army. Bridget discovers she is pregnant with his child. She believes Rosinella when she suggests that Franco does not love her and decides to have an abortion.
Italy declares war with Britain. The Pedreschis’ shop is attacked and Massimo is arrested as an enemy alien. His father dies when the ship transporting him is torpedoed. Franco too dies in the war. At the end of Act One, Massimo is released and the Pedreschis are reunited.
Act Two takes place in 1955. Hughie has fallen in love with Lucia, but he struggles to tell her. Rosinella attempts to keep Hughie and Lucia apart.
Lucia is called back to Italy to live with her father, Luigi. Bridget confronts Rosinella about keeping Hughie and Lucia apart. She blames Rosinella for her abortion. Rosinella and Massimo argue, and he accuses her of selfish behaviour. She is comforted by Hughie and apologises to him.
To save Lucia from an arranged marriage, Rosinella takes Hughie to Italy and helps them to elope together. She and Massimo are reunited in love.
Key plot details
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Timeline of key events
1. After his wife dies, Luigi gives his daughter, Lucia, to Rosinella and Massimo to look after. They have no children of their own and Lucia grows up spoiled 
2. After Franco joins the army, Bridget discovers she is pregnant. She borrows money from Massimo to pay for a secret abortion 
3. When Italy joins the war, the shop is attacked by a mob shouting anti-Italian slogans 
4. Massimo is arrested as an enemy alien and transported to Canada 
5. Lucia and Hughie cement their friendship by becoming ginger-sister and brother 
6. Massimo's father dies when the Arandora Star is sunk by torpedo. Franco is killed in battle 
7. Hughie writes to Lucia to tell her he loves her. But Rosinella gets hold of the letter and tries to keep them apart 
8. Luigi calls Lucia back to Italy. Bridget blames Rosinella for this and tells her about the abortion 
9. Having changed her ways, Rosinella helps Hughie and Lucia elope together. She and Massimo are reunited in their love 
Detailed plot summary - Act One
Scene One
The play opens in 1936 in Italy at night. A mourning bell is heard in the background. Wearing a black armband to mark the death of his wife, Luigi hands his baby daughter to his sister-in-law Rosinella. 
It is clear that Luigi is unable to take care of Lucia and therefore has placed her in the care of Rosinella and Massimo.
The scene ends with Massimo leading Rosinella away with the baby in her arms. 
Scene Two
Five-year old Lucia shows off her new party dress to Massimo and Rosinella. It is clear they adore Lucia as they are fussing over her with delight.
The dialogue shows that Rosinella is reluctant to spend money on herself. Instead she spends money on her family. Massimo and Rosinella share a loving relationship as Massimo smiles with great affection at her generosity.
Lucia refuses to take her dress off. Massimo and Rosinella give in to Lucia’s demands. Lucia controls her crying and we see her ability to manipulate her guardians.
Massimo’s brother Franco enters the scene. It is clear that there is family tension after Massimo left his father’s shop to set up his own. Franco resents being stuck in his father’s shop. He is frustrated by the lack of job opportunities and the hold his father has over him. 
Franco then tells Rosinella he has a date with Bridget Devlin, a Scottish girl. Rosinella disapproves of the Devlin family as she believes they can’t look after their eight children. Rosinella believes it her right as an Italian to have a big family but she has been unable to conceive. 
Scene Three
The characters of Hughie and Bridget are introduced. Franco and Bridget are in a relationship and it is clear they are in love. Franco gives Bridget a good luck charm but she is so poor that she has no other jewellery to attach it to.
Scene Four
Lucia refuses to speak English and it is clear she is experiencing difficulties at school. When Massimo and Rosinella try to persuade her to speak English she swears at them. Massimo slaps her and is in turn slapped by Rosinella.
Scene Five
Massimo gives Hughie a job in the shop. He encourages him to speak English with Lucia. Lucia and Hughie are suspicious of each other but share a bottle of ginger and spy on Franco and Bridget dancing. Bridget resists entering a physical relationship with Franco. He talks about escaping from working in his father’s shop.
Scene Six
Andy Devlin (father to Hughie and Bridget) is killed in a mine explosion. Hughie struggles with his emotions. Lucia attempts to comfort Hughie and encourages him to cry. She turns on her tears and cries along with him.
Scene Seven
Rosinella expresses displeasure at Franco and Bridget’s relationship. She suspects Bridget is using her father’s death to gain Franco’s sympathy. Massimo worries about how the start of World War Two will affect them. Rosinella hides her own concern.
Scene Eight
Franco joins the British army in an attempt to escape life in his father’s shop. He and Massimo argue. Massimo suggests that Franco doesn’t have to fight as he is Italian. But Franco insists he was born and brought up in Scotland and that he is British.
Scene Nine
Franco and Bridget have sex. Bridget reveals she is worried about losing him.
Scene Ten
Franco goes off to war. Rosinella thinks Bridget is somehow responsible. Massimo is frightened about how Italy joining the war will affect them. He suggests moving back to Italy but Rosinella refuses.
Scene Eleven
A desperate Bridget asks Rosinella how to get in touch with Franco. Rosinella tells her that Franco doesn’t love her and that she should move on with her life.
Scene Twelve
Hughie and Lucia go off to work together with Massimo’s ice-cream barrow. They argue about who will push it until Lucia gets her way. A desperate Bridget asks to borrow money from Massimo. He gives it to her without question. 
Bridget reassures Massimo that although Italy is at war against Scotland he has nothing to fear, as he is well liked. 
He reflects on his father’s house in Italy. It is extremely basic but in spite of this he wishes he was there. This shows Massimo is worried about the threat that war poses to his.
The shop is attacked by an angry mob shouting anti-Italian slogans. The mob move on when the police arrive. Rather than protecting the Pedreschis, they arrest Massimo as an enemy alien.
Scene Thirteen
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The Arandora Star was sunk whilst carrying Italian prisoners of war
Lucia and Hughie act out a classroom scene. It is clear that Lucia is experiencing prejudice at school. They help read the newspaper for Rosinella, who is illiterate. The main story is about Italian prisoners killed when the ship carrying them was torpedoed.
Scene Fourteen
Massimo relates the experience of his detention. Initially he was separated from his father but then briefly reunited. He reveals that his father died when the Arandora Star sank. He is transported to Canada.
Scene Fifteen
The scene opens in Pedreschi’s ginger store in 1943. Hughie and Lucia are now nine years old. They plan to become blood-brothers to symbolise their close friendship but Lucia is worried about the pain. 
Instead, they mix their spit in a bottle of ginger and then take a drink. Hughie and Lucia declare their bond as ginger-sister and brother as everlasting. The mood is solemn and there is A reverent hush to mark the significance of the occasion.
Lucia worries that Massimo and Franco will never return. She reveals that Rosinella cries all the time, to which Hughie responds, That’s funny. So does our Bridget.
This highlights the innocence of Hughie and Lucia in contrast to the knowing adults. They don’t fully understand the reality and impact of war. 
Scene Sixteen
Franco has been killed in the war. Bridget reads Rosinella the last letter he wrote. In it he passes on his love to his family. Rosinella assumes he wrote to Bridget rather than her because she cannot read.
Scene Seventeen
Rosinella tells Lucia about her early relationship with Massimo. She reveals she married him out of love. She avoided an arranged marriage by spending a night up a tree with him. Massimo returns, reuniting the family.
Detailed plot summary - Act Two
Scene One
Massimo visits his father’s old home in Italy. Luigi takes advantage of his kind nature, taking money from him and the clothes from his back. For the first time Luigi expresses an interest in his daughter, Lucia.
Scene Two
Lucia and Hughie discuss going to his brother’s wedding together. Rosinella prevents this and plans to set Lucia up with an Italian man instead.
Scene Three
Bridget encourages Hughie to go out and enjoy himself more. She herself is resigned to a single life and she obviously still mourns for Franco.
Scene Four
Bridget realises how much Hughie loves Lucia. She tells him that he has to tell her but when he attempts to express his feelings for Lucia he loses his nerve.
Scene Five
Hughie gives Lucia a love letter, but Rosinella takes it away. She threatens to keep them apart. Luigi sends for Lucia to return to Italy.
Scene Six
Hughie and Lucia share a drink of ginger before she leaves for Italy. They are unable to express their real emotions.
Scene Seven
Lucia leaves and Rosinella is left bereft. Hughie rushes in to the shop to see Lucia but is too late.
Scene Eight
Rosinella tells Massimo to fire Hughie because he reminds her too much of Lucia. Massimo is reluctant but agrees to talk to him.
Bridget enters and accuses Rosinella of sending Lucia back to Italy to keep her apart from Hughie. The two have a heated argument and Bridget declares that Rosinella will not stand in the way of Hughie and Lucia’s love, like she did with her and Franco.
Rosinella is fiercely protective of Lucia and states She’s like the child I could never have. Bridget then reveals that she too is childless by telling Rosinella that she secretly aborted Franco’s baby. She decided to do so after Rosinella told her that Franco didn’t love her and she was just a wee Scottish tart for him to practise on.
Rosinella is horrified. She falls to her knees and blesses herself. 
Hughie explains to Massimo that he wants to leave his job in the shop. He feels he has nothing to offer Lucia. Massimo encourages him to stay and offers him greater prospects within the family business. Still, Hughie declines to stay. 
Rosinella and Massimo have a tense conversation. He looks at her very coldly and with no sympathy at all. Rosinella announces that she wants to go to Italy. Massimo is enraged by Rosinella’s selfishness. He argues that Rosinella is only concerned with her own pain and tells her You never think of anyone but yourself. Rosinella pleads for Massimo’s compassion. She longs to be reunited with Lucia, however Massimo believes her love for Lucia to be selfish.
Massimo exits and Hughie enters to find a devastated Rosinella. This is a key scene because it is a turning point for Rosinella. She now understands the negative impact of her actions and apologises to Hughie. She starts to cry and reaches out to Hughie, who comforts her. 
Scene Nine
Lucia has a new life of hard work in Italy. She panics about a spider which she presumes is a scorpion. She is clearly uncomfortable with her new surroundings.
Although Luigi jokes around with her, it is clear that she is there to work around the house and support the family. Rosinella arrives and takes her back to Massimo’s house.
Scene Ten
At Massimo’s house Lucia and Hughie are reunited. Rosinella reveals that she, Massimo and Bridget have planned to get them together and that Bridget is now working in the shop. Rosinella worries that Massimo no longer loves her.
Scene Eleven
Rosinella tries to persuade Luigi that Lucia should marry Hughie. Luigi refuses and announces that Lucia is already engaged. He has arranged a marriage for her so that he can access more land.
Scene Twelve
Hughie finally shows the determination to win back Lucia. Rosinella comes up with a plan to rescue her.
Scene Thirteen
On the night of a local feast, a crowd is celebrating outside Luigi’s house.
Looking out of the window, Lucia decides she has had enough of other people controlling her life.
After Lucia moves away from the window, Rosinella and Hughie enter the scene and Hughie puts a ladder up to the window. He shouts to Lucia that he loves her and he has come for her. After some comic confusion, Lucia and Hughie manage to escape to spend the night together. In doing so, Lucia’s reputation will be ruined and she will no longer be able to marry Luigi’s unwanted suitor. 
Rosinella fondly watches their escape and blows them a kiss to show her approval. She is then surprised by the appearance of Massimo. They declare their love for each other. They romantically re-enact their own elopement which mirrors that of Hughie and Lucia. 
The play ends joyfully as Massimo and Rosinella embrace as fireworks light up the night sky.
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